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1Abstract of A Study of the Daping Yao Peasant Economy
by Mr. So Sung-wan
This thesis is concerned with the economy of the Yao
peasants who live in the northwest of Guangdong Province. Their
economic lives after the implementation of the New Economic
Policy in 1982 is the main focus. Although the intensive
investigation on this was only carried out in a small village,
Daping Village, in the Chinese minority area, some significant
findings from it provide a clue to analyze the general
situation of the rural economic development in China.
A general review of agricultural policies in China since
1949 has been presented. The economy of Gengdong Hamlet, a
natural village in Daping Village, was investigated in detail.
Their economic production, consumption and exchange have been
described. In Daping, the peasant household is the core of the
economy. The four major production sectors including agriculture,
forestry, animal husbandry and professional occupations are
noticed. In their production, land and labour force are the
decisive factors of agriculture and forestry respectively.
Besides, there are two kinds of market. These are free market and
state market. The analysis of the Daping peasant economy here is
in terms of value flows. One of the major cycles is formed by the
connections between the labour flow from household to forestry,
the cash flow from forestry to agriculture and the flow of
subsistence good from agriculture to household.
2Constraints on their economy are inquired into. Some are due
to the government monopoly on the major products and capital
commodities. The prices and the yields of certain products like
timber are set by the government. The Daping peasants
compulsorily sell their timber and wet rice at low prices to the
government, while the essential but expensive wet rice seeds and
chemical fertilizers can only be purchased through state market.
The peasants also find difficulties in adapting to the rapid
change of free market. The fluctuations of the demand and prices
of rural products always lead to the peasants' loss during market
exchange. Moreover, the population control policy restricts the
labour force increase of households. The Yao's own culture also
limits their economic development. Their expenditure on
production is much less than that on consumption. Their emphasis
on religious and marital rituals results in the huge expenditure
spent on them. After the implementation of the New Economic
Policy, there is a revival of Yao tradition. The target of their
production is for their continuous survival of households since
then. Cooperation between close kin re-emerges. Traditional
religion and social lives are emphasized again.
In short, the implementation of the New Economic Policy has
encouraged cultural diversity and economic unison in China. As
what we have seen in Raping, its economy is integrated into the
outer society due to the government control. Nevertheless, its
regional traditional culture has been reinforced and the
ethnicity of Dapi'ng iao has re-emerged.
A Study of the Daping Yao Peasant Economy
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1Preface
Liannan Yao Area in Guangdong Province was selected as a
field site for study by the Department of Anthropology in the
Chinese University of Hong Kong after its first visit there
during Summer 1984. Intensive studies have been done and
academic reports have been published. Also, an international
conference on Yao studies was held in the Summer of 1986.
In mid-December 1985, I visited Liannan Yao Autonomous
County for the first time under the instruction of Dr. J. Hsieh.
Thanks to his sponsorship, I stayed there for ten days and
visited various districts. Some general information about Yao
families and their economies was collected on this first trip. It
was my impression that there were large differences in both
economy and social life among different districts after the
introduction of the Household Responsibility System. And this
aroused my interest in their peasant economy.
Besides the first trip in December 1985, I have visited the
area five times since then. These five trips were in June 1986,
December 1986, December 1987, August 1988 and December 1988
respectively. Roughly, eighty days were spent on these six field
trips. On the second and the third field trips, I received
instruction from Dr. J. Iisieh and Dr. N. Tapp respectively.
Because of the limitation of time and shortage of assistance, it
has been impossible for me to study the whole county or to make a
comparison among different districts in detail. Therefore, only
2one village in a district, Daping Village, was intensively
studied. The results of the first three field trips were recorded
in my undergraduate thesis The Economic Life of the Daping Yao.
The relevant subject, peasant economy of the Daping Yao, is
continued in the graduate study guided by Dr. N. Tapp.
In the field of the Daping Pai Yao economy, especially
regarding its economy since 1949, it is still an virgin soil. In
these forty years, Pai Yao economy has been greatly influenced by
the State represented by the Communist Party. Recently, the
policy of Household Responsibility System has replaced
Collectivism, and it has had a great influence on the area. This
thesis will concern the Pai Yao peasant economy in this
historical moment.
The following issues will be discussed: (1) The economic
base of the Daping Yao peasant household, (2) Economic
production, (3) Consumption pattern, (4) The exchange system of
their economy, (5) Economy and social life, (6) The effects of
the Household Responsibility System, (7) The government controls
over peasant economy, and (8) The ethnic relationship between Yao
and Han people from the economic point of view.
Many unforgettable experiences and feelings were received in
those field trips in the village. But there were also a lot of
problems that I faced. However, compared with those difficulties
that foreign scholars such as Thurston and Pasternak (1983)
3encountered in their fieidworks in China, my problems are much
less serious. The three major problems that I faced were the
shortage of time, language problems and the daily life there.
Fortunately, these problems did not cause serious obstacles to
the study. Because a lot of Yao researches have been done by both
the Chinese and foreign scholars, plenty of useful materials and
ideas are therefore referred to. Moreover, recent systematic and
holistic studies have been done in the same field site by the
research teams organized by the Department of Anthropology in
CULIK. All those results have been useful to enrich my basic
background knowledge and to verify my findings. Though I could
not stay in the field for the whole year, I believe that my
intensive interviews and participant observations have been
enough to overcome the first problem. Besides traditional
anthropological field methods, statistical technique has also
been applied in the study. Therefore, the obstacle of the first
problem was overcome. Concerning the language problem, in spite
of knowing little about the Yao dialect, I can still communicate
with most Yao villagers who know Mandarin or Cantonese. Also, my
interpreter helped me a lot. The third problem was also overcome
by the assistance of the local people. Meals and residence were
well prepared by Yao villagers and rural government officials.
Thus, I could spend more time on field research.
The thing I most appreciated in this study is that I was
accepted and trusted by villagers in this three-year interaction.
This has encouraged my intention of making a deeper study there
in the future. Here, I must acknowledge Dr. N. Tapp on his kindly
4instruction in these years, and also thank Dr. J. Hsieh who
initated my interest in this study. Besides, I must express my
gratitude to those villagers, especially my interpreter Mr. H.M.
Fang, rural officials and cadres in Liannan and Daping for their
assistance and reliability. Also, I have to thank Mr. C.M. Wong
for his assistance in collecting and anaylzing field data.
Finally, I express my appreciation of the Franch Government's
help in providing the research fund.
Chapter One The betting: Liannan county
The Region
Liannan Yao Autonomous County (Liannan yaozu zizhi xian), a
mountainous area, is located in the northwest part of Guangdong
province (see Map 1.1). To the North, it borders on Guanghua Yao
Autonomous County in Hunan Province, and on Lianshan Zhuang Yao
Autonomous County in Guangxi province to the West it is also
contiguous to Huaizhi County to the South and to Lian and
Yangshan Counties to the East in Guangdong Province (see Map
1.2). More precisely, Liannan County is situated from 112°4' to
Liannar
CUANCDONC
Map 1.1 The Location of Liannan County
6112°24' east longitudinally, and from 24°18' to 24°57' north
latitudinally. Its seventy kilometres from north to south and
thirty-two kilometres from west to east make Liannan County



















Map 1.2 Administrative Districts of Liannan County
(Source : Editorial Committee, 1985.)
Liannan County being located in a mountainous area, there
are 114 mountains more than one thousand metres above sea level
in height. These mountains belong to the Dalong, Xiaolong,
Shemei. Denlon and Fugang mountain ranges. All of them are
7considered to be extensions of the Nanling mountain range, the
major mountain range in South China (Editorial Committee A
1985:2). Like the Dayao mountains where Fei Hsiao-tung worked,
these mountains are links in a chain of mountains that begins
with the Nanlings in Guangdong Province, passes through Guangxi
and Guizhou, merges with the Hengduans in Yunnan and ends in the












Map 1.3 Rivers in Liannan County
(Source: Editorial Committee, 1985.)
8stockaded Yao villages loosely scattered among the remote peaks
and valleys (Fei 1981:95). Foggy Mountain (Dawu shan) in Jinkeng
District, 1,683 metres above sea level, is the highest mountain
in Liannan. Even the Sanjiang and Zhaigang plains, the lowest
places in Liannan, are still 200 metres above sea level (Hsieh
1988a: 29, Editorial Committee A 1985:2) (see Map 1.3).
In Liannan County the main rivers are the Xiaolong River,
Dalong River, Jinkeng River, Sanjiang River, Wushui River,
Zhaigang River, Baimang River, Zhainan River, Longshui River and
Panshi River (see Map 1.3). Xiaolong and Dalong Rivers join
together in Jinkeng District. With the Jinkeng River, they pass
through most forests in Jinkeng District. Baimang and Zhainan
Rivers are the two major branches of Zhaigang River, and their
basins cover the southern part of Liannan County. Whereas,
Longshui River and Panshi River run into Lian County in the west.
Wushui River and Dabao River flow into Sanjiang River, then
become slower in the Sanjiang Plain. Because of the lower
discharge and the drop in elevation of these rivers, most of them
are not suitable for mass transportation of commodities. However,
their power is still harnessed for electricity generation. Also,
these rivers are of great benefit for irrigation in the
agricultural areas, like Sanjiang Plain. In the forestry areas,
such as Jinkeng, rivers provide the advantage of timber
transportation for forestry development.
Geologically, there are four types of soil formation in
Liannan. Loess, with sandstone, slate and granite bedrock can be
found at the top (700 metres above sea level) of the mountains.
Laterite, with sandstone and granite bedrock, is largely
distributed halfway up or at the foot of the mountains. Terra
Rossa, soil difficult to cultivate, with its limestone bedrock,
is only found in Sanpai and Nangang Districts. Close to these two
districts, in Sanjiang and Zhaigang Districts, loam is
accumulated by the Sanjiang River and Zhaigang Rivers (Editorial





Map 1.4 Geological Differences in Liarnan County
(Source: Editorial Committee, 1985)
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In general, the climate of Liannan County is considered sub-
tropical under the influences of a mountain climate. The annual
average temperature of Liannan was 20°C in 1987. In that year,
July was the hottest month with an average temperature of
28.3°C.1 On the hottest day, the temperature rose to 37.4°C
December was the coldest month with an average temperature of
10.79C and the temperature dropped to 0.7°C on the coldest day. A
feature of the mountain climate is that the temperature there
varies six to twelve degrees between day and night. And the
temperature in the higher mountains is usually two to four
degrees lower than that in the valleys. Concerning precipitation,
the total rainfall was 1654.3 mm. in 1987. The rainy season lasts
from March to August, and it brought four-fifths of the total
rainfall of that year, 1305.9 mm. There is some light snow and
frost for only a few days from late November to early January. In
brief, Liannan had 1,230 hours of sunshine with an average
relative humidity of 78.25% in 1987 (see Table 1.1).2
In forests, monkey, roebuck, pangolin, pheasant and wild pig
live. Natural plants, such as fir, pine, bamboo, tea, paulownia
and many kinds of medical plants are widely spread in the
mountainous regions. And some of these plants, for example fir
and bamboo, are also artificially grown (Chen 1985:9)•'
The People
The name Yao is given by the Han Chinese to those people
who call themselves Yiu min. The word Yao is derived from the
11
term moyao, which may be translated to mean exempt from
corvee (Lemoine 1983, Editional Committee B 1983:12, Faure
1987:10, Huang 1986:37). Since the Twelfth Century, Yao people
have settled in the northern part of Guangdong (Fortune
1939:345)• But in the process of Han colonization of South China,
a process that involved the development of land for agriculture,
the execution of water projects, the building of cities and
towns, the establishment of government offices, the spread of
Chinese writing and ideologies associated with Chinese written
Table 1.1a The Climate of Liannan County, 198,
Feb, Mar Jun.May JulAprunit Jan,
15.8 19.5 23.8 26.0 28.3Average temperature C 11.9. 13.9
16.4 22.77,2Lowest temp. 6.9C 6.2 3.6 6.9
Highest temp. C 26.9 27.4 31.5 34.4 34.5 35.3 37.4
8083 828074 81Relative Humidity 73
Sunshining hours h 97.8 89.3 49.4 61.8 59.9 103.2 172.7
mm 16.8 38.8 163.4 296.4 229.5 219,5 265.9Rainfall
2345d 4 27 22 5Rainy days
Source: Annual report, the Statistics Bureau of Liannan County
Table 1.1a The Climate of Llannan County, 1987 (cont'd)
Nov, Dec Average TotalSep Octunit Aug.
20.410.715.6Average temperature C 27.9 24.8 21.8
0.7Lowest temp. 12.6 1.2C 22.5 17.8
Highest temp. C 37.0 35.8 33.2 30.5 26.9
78.365Relative Humidity 79 79 80 83
1231.9Sunshining hours h 163.1 127.6 86.6 33.6 186.9
137.9 1654.3Rainfall 2.6mm 131.2 88.4 89.5 112.3
13.3 160.027Rainy days d 21 11 38






Source: Editorial Committee 1985:2
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documents, the Yao were finally restricted to smaller territories
and were numerically reduced. Chinese historical records include
many skirmishes between the Han and the Yao but in the process
of Han settlement, many Yao must also have integrated with the
Han (Faure 1987). The later increase of Yao population and
compulsory migration caused the Yao to become widely distributed
in twenty-one counties of Guangdong in the Ming Dynasty (A.D.
1368- 1644) (Editorial Committee A 1985:8). The Yao of Liannan
County, who speak one of the three main Yao dialects in China,
dzau min, are known to the Chinese as the Ba Pai Yao or Yao of
the Eight Villages, because they were traditionally concentrated
in eight main, permanent villages (Tapp 1988:49).
Demographically, 133,696 people lived in Liannan County in
1987.3 This includes 68,861 males, and 64,835 females with a sex
ratio of 1,062 (males per thousand females). Most of these,
114,017 people, are classified as agricultural population by the
government, and 44 percent of this population, 49,664 people, are
counted as labour force. In terms of ethnic formation, though
Liannan County is a Yao autonomous county, the Yao make up only
48.6 percent of the total population, or 65,031 people the
others are mostly Han (Hakka)..The general distribution of ethnic
groups is that the Han occupy Sanjiang and Zhaigang plains while
the Yao live in the mountainous areas (see Table 1.2). This is
obviously the result of a long historical process of expansion of
the Han Chinese people into the fertile lands of the south (Wiens
1952).
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Table 1.2 Demographic Data of Liannan County. 1987
District Household Population Agricultural Independent Dependent Yaomale female Population Population Population Population
Baimang 9262 4822 4440 9017 4019 5243Jiuzhai 9262184707 3486 1777 1709 3284 1414Zhainan 20721690 33989428 4838 4590 8995 3700Zhaigang 57287271 119434644 17678 16966 28987 11975Nangang 226692590 59110767 5559 5208 10547 4660Sanpai 61071801 105677822 4002 3820 7552 3071Sanjiang 47513157 774014797 7233 7564 14696 6683Jinkeng 81141381 2896966 3588 3378 6630 2446Woshul 45201243 60426142 3243 2899 5910 2760Daping 33822120 60179279 4965 4315 9001 4072Xiangping 5207878 91874615 2400 2215 4409Panshi 2168 2447709 45203811 1964 1847 3643 1859Town 19523314 11121 37615946 5175 117Forestry farms 40157 11081384 52216 168 57Shanlian 384183 0 12391172 631 541 1172 413 759 1172
TOTAL 29043.00 133696.00 68862.00 64835.00 114017MEAN 49664.001936.20 84032.008913.07 4590.80 65031.004322.33 7601.13 3310.93 5602.13 4335.40
Source: the Statistical Bureau of Liannan County
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Free migration was prohibited after 1949 and this has
restricted the horizontal mobility of the society in Liannan.
The economic policy practised in the period of the People's
Commune, known as the Household System (hukou zhidu), under which
one's income could only be gained from the economic unit (danwei)
one was officially registered with, strongly tied people to the
land. After 1982, the constraints on migration were comparatively
loosened. Therefore, some short-distance migrations or temporary
migrations now occur. These are usually migrations of single
people rather than of a whole family. One of the major purposes
of migration is to earn more wages from places with better
working opportunities. So temporary migrations from the poor
districts* to the rich ones are most common, for example from
Sanpai to Sanjiang, since the rich areas usually accept more wage
labour,
The Economy
Even though industry is a part of its economy, Liannan
County is basically an agricultural county with forestry and
animal husbandry providing important supplements .4 In recent
years industry, especially heavy industry, has developed quickly
and become more important to the economy in Liannan. These
industries include electricity generation, timber processing,
food processing, cement making and copper mining. However,
because of high industrial costs, the net income from industry is
only one-third of that of agriculture (farming), forestry and
animal husbandry. For example, according to the official census
15
in 1987, gross industrial income there was 45.50 million yuan
with only 17.63 million yuan net. Whereas, the gross income from
the agricultural sectors (in the PRC's sense which includes
forestry and animal husbandry) was 65.17 million yuan with 43.73
yuan net that year.
According to the same census, among the various
subcategories of agriculture in Liannan County in 1987, the net
income from farming was 20.03 million yuan, while that from
forestry and animal husbandry were just above half and one
quarter of the total agricultural net income, 10.67 and 6.15
million yuan, respectively. But apart from tax, agricultural pro-
ducts are mainly for self-subsistence, whereas forestry products,
such as fir and pine, are for export mainly to Hunan Province and
Guangzhou. This large-scale forestry exportation leads the state
to identify Liannan County as a major forestry county (Linye
Table 1.3 Gross and Net Production of Different Economic Sectors
in Liannan County. 1987
Gross ProductionCategory/ Net production










Private industry in town 1426





Source: Annual report, The Statistics Bureau of Liannan County
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zhongdian xian) of Guangdong Province. In town, construction,
transportation and commerce have developed quite quickly and
contribute totally one-fifth of the gross production of the
whole county. But in the rural areas, agriculture, forestry and
animal husbandry are still the major economic activities of the
peasants (see Table 1-3).
Administration
The area of Liannan was considered part of the Chinese
territory since the Han Dynasty( 206 B.C.- A.D. 220). According
to the local historical document, Guangdong tongzhi, that area
was under the jurisdiction of Guangdong Dao during the Yuan
Dynastry (A.D. 1271- 1361) and later under the jurisdiction of
Guangzhou Fu during the Ming Dynasty (A.D. 1368- 1644) (Hsieh
1988b) cf. Ruan 1822).. But for a long time, no specific office
was set up to deal with Yao affairs. With the construction of
Sanjiang Town in the early Ching Dynasty( around A.D. 1703), the
Bureau of Yao Affairs (Li Yao Tong Zhi Shu) was first established
under the Guangdong Prefecture (Fu). Since then, Yao people have
been directly under the control of Han government. On the 16th
May, 1950, the People's Government of Liannan County (Liannan
Xianmin Zhengfu) was formed. Two years later, the Liannan Yao
Autonomous District (Liannan Yaozu Zizhi Qu) was established, and
there have been four changes of the administrative structure at
county level since then. The last major change was the formation
of Liannan Yao Autonomous County (Liannan YaozuZizhi Xian) in
1961 (Editorial Committee A 1985:10) Hsieh 1988a). During the
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period of the People's Communes, three levels of administrative
hierarchy, the people's commune, production brigade and
production team, were practised in Liannan. On the reform of the
administrative hierarchy in 1983, districts (Qu),villages (Xiang)
and hamlets (Cun) were set up instead of people's communes,
production brigades and production teams respectively. The last
change of administrative hierarchy was in the spring of 1987. The
Qu, Xiang, and Cun were renamed Xi Cun, Zu respectively.5
Today, Liannan County, as an administrative unit of
Chingyuan City or Municipality (Shi), is divied into a town (Gin)
and thirteen administrative districts (Xiang). These are Sanjiang
Town, Sanjiang District, Jinkeng District, Xiangping District,
Sanpai District, Daping District, Woshui District, Nangang
District, Jiuzhai District, Zhaigang District, Baimang District,
Panshi District, Zhainan District and Shanlian District (see Map
1.2). Besides the districts, some regions are set specially aside
for forestry purposes, such as Xiaolong forestry farm and Dalong
timber nursery garden, but for administrative purposes they are
usually considered part of Jinkeng District.
Generally speaking, Sanjiang Town, as the county seat of
Liannan, plays a focal role as the political, cultural,
commercial, administrative and also transportation centre. In the
south, the centre of Zhaigang plays a minor role by comparison to
Sanjiang Town, while the major role of the other districts is as
producers. The connections between the districts and the town is
clearly shown by the highway construction in Liannan (see Map
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1.5). The highway network spreads out from the centres of
Sanjiang Town and Zhaigang to all the other districts. In terms
of inter-county connections, a direct highway goes from Sanjiang
Town to Lianzhou Town, the county seat of Lian County. Another
highway connects Sanjiang Town and Jitian Town, the county seat
of Lianshan County. And Sanjiang Town also has a three-hundred







Map 1.5 Highways in Liannan County
(Source: Editorial Committee, 1985.)
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Regional Differences
Sanjiang Town, as the centre of an administrative county, is
where the People's Government of Liannan County is situated. The
government includes the General Administrative Office, Minority
Nationality Affairs Commission, and many other departments, such
as the Statistical Bureau, Labour Allocation Bureau, Department
of Education and Department of Commercial Affairs. Also, other
political facilities, for example the Court and Police Office,
are set up in town. Besides the political facilities mentioned,
public facilities, such as the Post Office, hospital, fire
station, electricity station, water supply station, library,
primary and secondary schools are also established in Sanjiang
Town. Also, cinemas, inns, restaurants, trade agencies, banks,
market, factories and department stores are built in the recently
developed areas.
11,121 people, 8.3 percent of total population in Liannan,
live in the town. Most of these residents, 89 percent of the town
population, are Han (see Table 1.4). In contrast to the
villagers, these town residents engage in less physically
demanding jobs, and have a higher living standard. Most residents
there are the families of cadres, state employers, factory
workers and individual entrepreneurs. Cash wages are their main
income resources, and they have a relatively higher income than
the villagers. Bicycles, electric cookers, radios and television
sets have become common in the town families. Because the
electricity is supplied on a twenty-four hour basis, there are
more choices of entertainment and social functions for these town
20
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n 1239384168 57Forestry farms 157 216384
Type C: Mixed Agricultural-forestry Zone
91874072 5207Dap ing 4315 900149652120 9279
452024474409 2168Xiangping 878 4615 240C 2215
1952 37611859Panshi 1847709 1964 36433811
Type D: Lower Developed Economic Zone
4751 7740Sanpai 1801 40027822 7552 30713820
Baimang 1842 4822 4019 92624440 52439262 9017
Jiuzhai 707 3486 1777 1709 1414 2072 33983284
Nangang 2590 10767 105675559 10547 4660 61075208
TOTAL 10314.00 49453.00 25831.00 23623.00 47391 48940.0021192.00 28261.00
MEAN 687.60 3296.87 1722.07 1574.87 3159.40 1412.80 1884.07 3262.67
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21
residents. Compared with the rural areas, Sanjiang Town is the
most modern place in Liannan County.
Close to Sanjiang Town and Zhaigang, the Han form the
majority. In both Sanjiang District and Zhaigang District, 98
percent of the total population are Han. And most of these are
peasants living in the villages. Due to the ecological conditions
in these areas, such as fertile soil, flat land and natural
irrigation, intensive agriculture is more highly developed here
than further away from the centres. Double-crop rice is the
major grain cultivated for self-subsistence. Moreover, some
peanuts, sweet potato, and corn are also planted. Also, sugarcane
is grown as a cash crop. Besides farming, animal husbandry, such
as raising pigs and poultry, is carried out by the peasant
families. In these districts, all available land is for
agricultural production, therefore no forestry is developed in
these areas. This kind of economic production, which is mainly
agricultural, can be found in Sanjiang District, Zhaigang
District, Zhainan District and Shanlian District. The total area
of wet rice fields in these four districts, 28,366 mu, account 54
percent of the wet rice fields of the whole county (see Table
1.5).6 To take Sanjiang District as an example, its annual
average agricultural income per capita, 285.87 Yuan, accounts for
40 percent of its total production value, which is 120 Yuan
higher than the annual average agricultural income per capita for
the whole county in 1987 (see Table 1.6, Map 1.6).
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Table 1.5 Agricultural Data of Liannan County, 1987
Paddy PaddyPaddyWet Rice CerealCultivated (Single-crop Dry land
Cultivated Production ProductivityFields wet fields) ProductionAreaDistrict
(tan) (catty/mu)(mu) (mu) (mu (tan) Area (mu)(mu)
TvDe A: Agricultural Zone
SanjIang 11907 8674 0 144590 15706 143395.783233 913
ZhaInan 9353 5481 2191 644993872 8681 60506.57 697
Zhaigang 17221 13499 692 2094863722 25097 197011.45 785
Shan IIan 1437 712 486 4837725 712 4236.40 59 5
Type B: Forestry Zone
J i n keng 1606 765 0 841 12082 1524 9022.08 592
Woshul 3335 1973 1869 1362 23578 2059 17604.45 855
Forestry farms 51 10 0 41 121 21 120.96 576
Type C: Mixed Agricultural-forestry Zone
Dap ing 6277 4345 1581 1932 77530 7090 73027.00 1030
Xiangping 4398 1725 383 2673 35725 3059 33128.97 1083
Panshi 1576 1408 536 168 25764 2194 21961.94 1001
Type D: Lower Developed Economic Zone
Sanpai 11062 2314 0 8748 38552 4070 31461.10 773Baimang 16283 4716 1108 11567 64917 7750 56265.00 726Jiuzhai 3337 2337 917 1000 24821 3757 21753.03 579Nangang 13084 4481 1946 8603 63558 6508 42171.84 648
Other Areas
Town 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0other 66 59 27 6 818 119 667.59 561
TOTAL 100993.00 52499.00 11736.00 48493.00 790878.00 88347.00 712334.16MEAN
81 1.00
Source: the Statistical Bureau of Liannan rcunty
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Different types of production are formed in different
ecological zones. In contrast to mainly agricultural production,
the second type of production emphasizes forestry development.
This can be found in the mountainous areas, such as Jinkeng
District and Woshui District. In Jinkeng, more than 90 percent of
district's area is forest (Editorial Committee A 1985:35). These
two districts have been able to develop forestry successfully,
not only because the climate and soil conditions there are
especially suitable for the growth of fir, but also due to the
availability of rivers for timber transportation. To take Jinkeng
District as an example, its average forestry income per capita in
1987 was 568 Yuan, or 73 percent of its total production value.
On account of the rise in the price of fir, the income of this
district has become the highest in the county. Income from the
forestry sector of Jinkeng's economy alone is higher than the
total production value of most other districts (see Table 1.6).
In Jinkeng and Woshui Districts, state-run forestry farms
are established. They are Xiaolong Forestry Farm, Woshui Forestry
Farm, Bandon Forestry Farm and Dalong Timber Nursery Garden.
There were thirty specialists in forestry in 1985, twelve of whom
were Yao (Editorial Committee A 1985:37). According to the annual
census of 1987, 157 households with a population of 384 reside in
these forestry farms. 86 percent of them, 332 people, were Han
(see Table 1.4). And most of them were state employees concerned
with forestry development. All these forestry farms are directly
under the control of the Forestry Management Bureau of Liannan
24
Table 1.6 Agricultural, Foresrry and Anlmal Husbandry Incomes




































Map 1.6 Four economic regions in Liannan County
(Source : Editorial Committee, 1985)
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County by which the forestry production targets and forestry
development plan of the whole county are set.
The third type of production in Liannan County is a mixture
of agricultural and forestry economies. This can also be found in
the mountainous areas, such as Daping District, the district with
which this study is concerned, Xiangping District and Panshi
District. The characteristic of this type of production is that
agriculture, forestry and also animal husbandry seem to be
equally important to the peasants who live in the mountains. They
plant rice in hill terraces and irrigated fields (tian) in the
valley basins, cultivate sweet potato, taro, corn, peanut, and
beans on unirrigated land (di), and also grow fir on the
mountains (shan). Furthermore, they raise pigs and poultry in the
villages. Taking Daping District as an example, the proportion of
output of the three sectors of agriculture, forestry, and animal
husbandry was 37: 14: 17 in 1987. These three production
sectors in Daping provide 469 yuan as the average annual income
per capita, which is quite close to the mean of that in the whole
county, 448 yuan (see Table 1.6). Because of the variety of
ecological environment, the complexity of types of economic
production, and the representativeness of its economic output,
this area forms an ideal site for the study of the mechanisms of
the Yao economy in Liannan.
Finally, a fourth type of economic production is found in
Sanpai District, Jiuzhai District and Baimang District. The major
physical characteristic of these regions is the poor condition of
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the soil. Neither agriculture nor forestry can be properly
developed in these areas that are covered by Terra Rossa and
rock. Since the thin topsoil can only supply limited resources
for cultivation, few kinds of crops can be grown there. In these
areas, rice production is not sufficient for subsistence needs,
so that sweet potato and taro are necessary for daily
consumption. Nearly all food produced is for home consumption,
but this is still not enough to meet subsistence needs. Animal
husbandry and forestry are limited in these regions. Even though
there is forestry income, it derives not from high value fir as
in the other districts but from low-price firewood. According to
the same census mentioned above, the average annual income per
capita of Sanpai District was only 265 yuan in total in 1987,
which still shows a large gap from the minimum living standard,
roughly 335 yuan, set by the government, 200 yuan in cash as well
as 450 jin cereal (see Table 1.6).7 These districts are so poor
that not only can they pay no tax to the county, but also need
subsidies from the county. A special committee, known as the
Poor-helping Office (Fupinban), was formed to be in charge of the
assistance programme in 1985. Working teams are sent into
villages to carry out the direct instruction of improvement. In
1987, subsidies for clothes and agricultural production in these
three districts were 85 thousand yuan and 337 thousand yuan
respectively. Also, 260 thousand yuan was provided as loans for
agricultural development by the provincial government. For the
improvement of their living environment, 200 thousand yuan was
given for migration. Recently, in order to improve their economy,
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cash crops such as jute and fruit trees have been planted under
the guidance of the government. As another part of the province's
assistance programme, labourers have been employed in factories
through the arrangement of the Labour Allocation Bureau of
Liannan County since 1986. Up to August 1988, nearly six hundred
people had been sent to Guangzhou and Xichi to work in factories
and to learn modern technology.
Therefore, we can group all the districts in Liannan into
four major regions according to their different types of economic
production. The first one is represented by Sanjiang, which is
mainly based on rice farming. The second one is represented by
Jinkeng, which is mainly based on forestry. The third one is
represented by Daping, where a mixture of rice farming, forestry
and animal husbandry is practiced. And the fourth, major type is
represented by Sanpai, which is a poorly developed region. This
classification can be confirmed by the comparison of the
production targets set for these four regions in the Annual
Central Plan. Where Sanjiang and Jinkeng Districts produce mainly
rice and timber respectively. Daping District produces both
rice and timber in a relatively lower production compared with
the former. While Sanpai District produces the least among all
(see Table 1.7). Regional disparity has been a feature of China's
socialist economy for a long time (Cannon 1989). One purpose of
this study is to show to what extent the recent economic reforms
in China have affected economic differentials.
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Table 1.7 Production Targets among Four Different Districts in Liannan, 1987
District Grain Paddy Deforestation: Fir Pine Other Disqualified
(dan) (dan) (cubic metre) (m3) (m3) (m3) Wood (m3)
130000 129000 300 170 80 50Sanjiang
Jinkeng 16100 3010100 16620 12200 600 2620
Daping 77200 72000 2268 1540 100 328
Sampai 41000 32000 84 70 14
Liannan 780000 702670 48000 29500 3000 5000 7500
Source: the Statiaticai Bureau of Liannan County
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Chapter Two Agricultural Policies in China o
Before 1949
Generally speaking, the Chinese rural economy before 1949 is
considered a peasant economy. Agriculture, as the basis of this
economy, has been practised for thousands of years by the
peasants who live in villages. The household agricultural economy
was the basic form of such economy (Editorial Committee C
1984:68). Closely integrated with farming, sideline productions,
such as handicrafts and animal husbandry, were carried out.
Besides the majority of peasants, there were also independent
handicraftsmen and traders in the rural areas. But in general,
little specialization in terms of career appeared inside the
village. The market towns, as centres of the rural economy,
served these peasants satisfactorily as places to barter their
produce and as supply points of seed, farm tools and other means
of production. In the market towns, not only did the peasants
exchange their material goods, but also collected information
from nearby regions, or even from central government. Through the
networks between market towns and villages, peasants were
integrated into the wider society (Skinner 1965).
This direct integration of agriculture and sideline
production, and a simple production mechanism based on self-
sufficiency, were considered the reasons for the long stagnation
of Asian societies by Marx (Luo 1985:13). The self-sufficient
agricultural communities combined with a bureaucratic state
organization formed a special type of mode of production which
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may be known as the Asiatic mode of production..Here is both a
class structure, consisting of a small ruling class and a very
large class of agricultural producers, and a communal structure,
in which kinship plays a part (Godelier 1978). The ownership of
land is vested in the state apparatus, but the landholding is
communal. The very little surplus produced by the peasant is
drawn off by the state as tribute, either in labour services or
in agricultural produce (Wessman 1981:214). In ancient China, the
taxation on landholding (fushui) was practised since the Zhou
Dynasty to the rate of one-ninth of the product. Also, ninety
percent of the government income was the agricultural taxes in
Qing Dynasty (Chan 1966).
One decisive factor that held up the development of China's
rural economy has been suggested to be the fragmentation of land
management. The landlords held much of the land not for
cultivation but in order to rent it out in small lots to landless
and-land-poor peasants. The peasants who actually worked the land
had little land at their own disposal and used only a few crude
tools (Luo 1985:12-3). Quite a large proportion of the
agricultural products the peasants produced finally went to the
landlords as rent. From the classical Marxist's point of view,
this represented a direct exploitation of the peasantry. Thus,
the social structure in the rural areas of Old China might be
generalized in terms of an antithesis between the landlord class
and peasants, besides the class relation between the ruling class
and peasantry.
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Concerning agricultural development, as mentioned above,
most surplus went to the government and landlords. The peasants,
as the direct producers, had little chance to keep and accumulate
the surplus as capital. Apart from being used to buy more land,
little of the agricultural surplus was invested in agriculture by
the landlords. This severely hampered the development of China's
rural economy. The low levels of investment and the form of a
peasant economy based on the crude cultivation of tiny plots of
land hampered the development of the forces of production.
1949- 1952
Based on classical Marxist theoretical considerations, the
nationwide movement for land reform in the Chinese countryside
was treated as a priority in agricultural policy by the communist
leadership after the founding of the People's Republic of China
(PRC) in 1949. The Common Programme adopted by the Chinese
People's Consultative Conference stated that land reform is an
indispensable condition for developing the forces of production
and for the industrialization of China. But this was also
claimed as more than a pragmatic economic policy land reform was
seen as a part of the socialist revolution, a political task for
the revolution led by the proletariat. Land reform was here
considered as both an economic and political movement. In
academic circle, the nature of exploitation became the major
issue. that the economists concerned (Luo 1985:41)• This new
.democratic revolution was believed to be a preparatory stage of
development before large scale cooperatives could be set up, to
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give the peasant masses the ideological preparatiop, for it. The
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) considered this democratic
revolution should be led only by the proletariat because the
bourgeois political parties in China were not reliable and
stressed that only the proletariat could lead China towards the
goal of a communist utopia.
On 30th January, 1950, the Central People's Government
publicized the Land Reform Law of the People's Republic of
China, and Liu Shao-chi, on behalf of the Party Central
Committee, delivered a report on land reform in which he set
forth the line, principle, policies and steps for the land reform
movement. The general line adopted for the land reform that they
announced was to rely on the poor peasants and farm labours, to
neutralize the rich peasants, methodically abolish feudal
exploitation and develop agriculture (Luo 1985:34)0
The land reform movement in China was basically completed in
the three years between 1950 to 1952• The area covered more than
90 percent of China's agricultural population. Land reform was
carried out in practically all parts of China, except for such
minority nationality regions as Xinjiang, Tibet and of course
Taiwan. After land reform, roughly 300 million peasants were
allocated some 700 million mu of land. Except for small amounts
of agricultural products, usually grain such as paddy and wheat,
used to pay agricultural taxes, the rest all went to the peasants
themselves. This enormously increased their enthusiasm for
33
production. Agriculture saw a period of rapid recovery and
development. Gross national output of grain in 1952 was 45
percent higher than that of 1949 (Luo 1985:45). Land. reform
inevitably promoted a higher standard of living among the
peasantry and to a certain extent rid them of their poverty.
Conforming to classical Marxism, land reform as a change of
relations of production created excellent conditions for the
emancipation of the agricultural forces of production. In order
to keep the higher production, a small scale cooperation among
households was practised. Then, the voluntary mutual aid team
were established and became the basis of primary cooperatives
formed later.
Another result of land reform was the expansion of the rural
market. Due to the rise of peasant purchasing power, sale of all
types of daily necessities increased markedly. Statistics show
that the gross volume of trade conducted in China in 1952 was 70
percent more than the year before (Luo 1985:45). A lot of
industrial products, especially the daily necessities such as
cotton yarn, cloth, cigarette, found their markets in rural
areas. The rise of peasant purchase power strongly stimulated the
growth of industry.
1953- 1957
After the land reform movement, the First Five Year Plan was
carried out during 1953 to 1957. The Stalinist state planning
model was copied in that period. One of the many features of the
Stalinist model is the higher proportion of investment,
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especially the investment of heavy industry, in national outlay.
Taxes on agriculture and industry, and the profits from state-run
enterprises were the main sources of these investments (Zou
1986:64). In order to maintain a 20 percent national outlay in
investment, heavy consumption was not promoted in that period.
The policy of agricultural cooperation was first implemented
in 1953. The movement began in the establishment of the
Agricultural Mutual Aid Teams, then the Primary Cooperatives,
Secondary Cooperatives and finally the People's Communes (He
1986:381). After the formation of the agricultural cooperatives,
direct planning based on output directives and cultivated area
directives became possible. After the spring of 1955, 96 percent
of the agricultural population was grouped into 670 thousand
Primary Cooperatives. On average, 20 to 30 households were in one
Primary Cooperative. The succession from Primary Cooperatives to
Secondary Cooperatives was so rapid that more than 90 percent of
the peasants became members of Secondary Cooperatives in one
year. The scale of Secondary Cooperative was usually ten times
that of the Junior ones (He 1986:385).
The responsibility system was first introduced in 1953. At
that time, this system was encouraged by the government. Under
that system, farmers were responsible for perennial or seasonal
farm work. They were awarded extra income when they produced more
than the required output. If they could not fulfill their quotas,
their income could be'cut (Liu 1988, c.f. Jingji Yanjin 1982).
35
At the same time, private enterprise was nationalized. In
order to increase the pace of industrialization, adequate
agricultural products had to be transported into urban and
industrial areas, so the policy of compulsory purchase of farm
products such as grain and cotton was carried out in that period
(Zou 1986:64). This was the beginning of the policy of the state
monopoly for purchase and marketing, known as tonggou tongxiao.
Although the policy of state monopoly for purchase and
marketing was carried out, it was only practised for the major
items like grain, oil and cotton. The other agricultural
products, as commodities, and cash still circulated in the
market.
Although material and technical conditions and the ability
to combat natural disasters were inadequate, the advantages of
land reform, the mutual-aid and cooperative movement and the
realistic rural policies followed at that time still contributed
to rapid agricultural growth. The total agricultural output value
rose from 48.4 billon Yuan in 1952 to 60.4 billon Yuan in 1957
(based on constant prices calculated in 1952) with an average
annual increase of 7.7 percent (than Liu 1984:211) (see Chart
2.1). In the eight years between 1949 and 1957, grain production
increased annually by an average of ten million tons. There was a
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marked concurrent improvement in the living standard of the
peasants. Their average consumption level in 1957 was 79 yuan
(based on comparable prices) which was 17.1 percent more than




This review of the Chinese agricultural policies just after
the founding of the People's Republic of China, shows -us the
importance of Marxism to Socialist China. The theory of classical
Marxism was used as a guideline for policy-making about national
economy. It seems to have been quite successful and accomplished
satisfactory results.
1957- 1961
But as Tsang has pointed out that many theoreticians and
observant critics have pointed out: Marxism as a critique of
capitalism may be penetrating and forceful as a guideline for
the socialist production system, however, it has unfortunately
been lacking in concrete elaboration and analysis (Tsang
1980:36). For the practical need of expediting the destruction of
capitalist and individualist elements within the production
system, most socialist economists and policy-makers such as Yang
Ying-ji and Mao Ze-dong placed particular emphasis on the
essential differences between the socialist and the capitalist
system. According to Tsang, they were later criticised as having
failed to analyse the complex world of economics from a truly
historical and dialectical perspective and to have fallen into an
extremely narrow and restricted line of thinking (Tsang 1980:36).
The appearance of the Stalinist model of socialist construction
in the Soviet Union, the Great Leap Forward and the Anti-
Economism of the Gang of Four in China took place under these
conditions (Tsang 1980:38). One of the best examples is the
radical idea on communalization stressed by Mao in 1955. Marx in
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his Critique of the Gotha Programme stated that ine.quality would
be continuous for the two types of bourgeois rights in the
peasant economy. The first one was the inequality towards land
and resources of agricultural households. The second one was the
remuneration in peasant economy accounted on the basis of work
rather than on needs (Khan 1987:98). According to Marx's idea,
Mao stressed that new rich peasants had become common and the
poor had become poorer after the land reform. Polarization would
be inevitable unless agricultural collectivism was practised, and
also the early the communalization, the better for the peasant
(ibid.).
While as we have seen, the economic theories and notions
developed before the Great Leap Forward of 1957- 1959 were
mostly concentrated on the theme of socialist reform of
capitalist and individualist economic elements, relatively little
attention was paid to the dynamics of the socialist economy
itself (ibid.).- The Great Leap Forward, led by Mao Ze-dong,
represented the attempt by the radicals to speed up socialist
construction and direct the economy towards communism, by using
mainly political measures and moral persuasion (Tsang 1980:37).
According to Mao's slogan of the Grand Line, Zongluxian, they
should go all out, aim high and achieve greater, faster and
better and more economical results in building Socialism. At
that moment, Mao commanded the Chinese economy to grow at an
impossibly high rate, and ordered the transformation from
cooperatives to people's communes to be completed in one year's
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time. 23,630 people's communes were established in 1958, which
included 99 percent of the total agricultural household in China
(see Table 2.1). The over-emphasis on social incentives and
Table 2.1 The Development of Agricultural People's Communes
No. of No, of No. of Communal Communal
Year Communes Brigades P. Teams Household Population
(thous.) (thous.) (mll.) (mil.)
1958 23630 128.61 560.17
1962 74771 703 5580 134.10
1965 74755 648 5412 135.27 591.22
1979 53348 699 5154 174.91 807.39
1980 54183 710 5662 176.73 810.96
1981 54371 718 6004 180.16 818.81
Source: Statistical Aunnal Report of China, 1981, cf. Zou 1986:89
absolutely equal distribution, and the neglect of their weak
economic basis, meant that the economic development was foiled.
As Feuchtwang and Hussain have commented,
After a successful start because of the good
crop in 1958, the Great Leap Forward turned
out to be too ambitious. Hasty as their
formation was, the. communes lacked the
appropriate organizational structure. The
emphasis that was put on the spontaneous
mobilization of mass effort cut the ground
from underneath the planning of the economy
(Feuchtwang Husain 1983:17).
Consequently, the total agricultural output value plummeted by
26.4 percent in the three years from 1959 to 1961 (Zhan Liu
1984:212) (see Chart 2.1). Mao's failure not only destroyed
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economic growth, but also split the leadership. core of the
Communist Party. Mao was forced to stay on the sideline while Liu
Shao-chi took command from 1962 to 1965.
1962- 1965
Partly out of his own theoretical inclinations and partly
forced by the economic consequences of the Soviet withdrawal of
aid and the natural disasters of 1959 to 1961, Liu started to
dismantle Mao's radicalism: the People's Communes were weakened,
economic policies were relaxed, material incentives were re-
emphasized, and the systems of technology and management were re-
assessed. Peasants were allowed to hold small pieces of land,
private plots (ziliudi), and land-leasing was allowed, and the
contracting work quotas of agriculture to groups or individuals
were based on corresponding remuneration (baoganzhi). Private
plot ownership, free markets, contracting work and the sole
responsibility for its profit or loss (zifu yingkui) were the
major, policies carried out, which were known as sanjiyibai. The
People's Commune.s were separated and their scale were reduced
(see Table 2.1). These years from 1962 to 1965 were considered a
period of rehabilitation after the three difficult years
previously. The rural economic policies, carried out by Liu, were
readjusted to effect a rapid recovery and expansion of
agriculture, thus putting an end to the continuous drop in farm
production during the previous years. By 1965, agricultural
production had by and large regained the 1957 level (than Liu
1984:212) (see Chart 2.1).
41
Theoretical Controversies
According to Tsang, the years from 1962 to 1964 were not
only the rehabilitation period of China's economy, but also the
most liberal era of theoretical controversies. Socialism instead
of capitalism now became the major problem.' Chinese economists
were forced to face the economic law of socialism and what would
have unprecedented practical significance (Tsang 1980:37). The
debates which had started in the late fifties expanded in scope
and deepened in penetration. Questions, such as whether the major
law of socialist economics was the law of planned proportionate
growth or the law of labour value, were urgently discussed
Controversies, such as whether the prices of socialist products
should be fixed on the basis of value, cost or production
price, were directly involved in the formulation of the basic
directions and policies of socialism. The struggle between Mao
and Liu was not purely a power struggle. It was a factional
struggle over a very important unresolved question. That was
where socialism was lending to (Tsang 1980:37).
These debates usually focused on the main current issue and
the major political movement of the period. For example, the
debate about the law of labour value in the late fifties was
partly stimulated by corresponding discussions in the Soviet
Union in the early phase of de-Stalinization9. The Great Leap
Forward (1958 -1960) that aimed at rooting out all traces of
commodity production and bourgeois rights shifted the focus of
the debate to the nature of commodity production and bourgeois
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rights. Furthermore, the debates on the management. system, the
role of authority in socialism, planning and pricing were also
held during this period of rehabilitation.
In the debates, two main schools, the Narrow school and
the Broad school, have been distinguished by Tsang (1980)
according to their different theoretical viewpoints. He said
that,
The economists of the Broad school paid
more attention to the common elements among
various economic systems and dared to affirm
the historical continuity and significance of
the role that the law of labour value and
commodity production played in socialism or
even communism.... They were more practical in
outlook and stressed the relative autonomy of
economic laws and the limitation of the Maoist
line of politics in command. The Narrow
school were more classical in perspective.
They emphasized the essential difference
between capitalism and socialism, and were
alert to the possible consequences of
overplaying the importance of the law of value
and commodity production. In line with Mao's
conception, they advocated that moral and
political incentives instead of economic laws
had to be the basic forces of socialism
(ibid.).
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The economists of the Broad school considered the basic
concepts and the principles of capitalist economy were appliable
.in the planning of socialist economy. Economic incentives still
motivated people to work in socialist society. Whereas, the force
of production would be raised by the social incentives was
believed by the economists of Narrow school. The two major
inter-connected controversial debates about the Law of Labour
Value and pricing clearly show the different theoretical
viewpoints of these two schools.
Under the influence of Stalin, the law of value was commonly
believed to function only in the untransformed sector of the
socialist economy during the state-founding period of the
People's Republic of China for it was considered mutually
exclusive to central planning. After the death of Stalin, his
view was questioned by both Soviet and Chinese economists. Sun
Ye-fang, a representative of the Broad school, published an
article called Put Planning and Statistics on the Basis of the
Law of Value in 1956. He emphasized there that the value of a
product is determined by the average socially necessary labour
time rather than the producer's individual labour time and the
law of labour value is the regulator that mediates between the
two. He declared confidently that the law of value will still
assert its functions in socialism and even in communism because
it is the necessary standard in calculating production costs
` (Tsang 1980:37). Sun here raised the debate on the Law of labour
value among Chinese economists.
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Theoreticians like Yang Ying-yi, Kwan Muen-ko, the more
classical Marxist economists belonging to the Narrow school,
had strong reactions to Sun's declaration. They considered that
the law of value was intimately tied to the system of private
ownership. From the Narrow school's point of view, commodity
exchange is necessary only because commodities are privately
owned by different producers who demand fair exchange. If there
is a system in which private ownership no longer exists, the law
of value should have no regulating function. The fact that it
still played a role in socialism was because there still existed
two different forms of ownership. These were state ownership and
collective-ownership. The Narrow school's opinion is therefore
close to Stalin's that the existence of the law of value and
commodity production in socialism is due to. the imperfections and
incompleteness of the process of social transformation (Tsang
1980:38).
As to the Broad school, there were two different lines of
thought. The first was that of Sun Ye-fang. he defined value as
the relationship between production cost and utility. To stress
the concept of value in socialism simply meant that economists
should pay more attention to utility. The second line of thought
in the Broad school based its theories on associating the law
of value with commodity problems while disclaiming any direct
link 'between commodity production and private ownership. The
theoreticians of this inclination thought that commodity
45
production originated from the social division of labour and had
no necessary relationship to private ownership. Being conditioned
by the productive force, the social division of labour would not
disappear, even in communism. The law of value here means that
the quantity of value of commodities is determined by the social
necessary labour expanded in the production of the commodities.
Because of the existence of commodity production, socialism or
even communism can hardly do away with the law of value (ibid.).
Besides the issue of the Law of value, the problem of
socialist price formation was also a critical issue in chinese
economic debates. From the Marxist's point of view, the value of
the output should be equal to the summation of the capital input,
labour power spent and the surplus value. Analysing price
formation in its social context, the total social product is
equal to the aggregate capital input, the aggregate labour-power-
expenditure and the total surplus value. All the various
tendencies in the debate on price formation agree that the
production cost must be repaid. But on how the aggregate surplus
value should be distributed among different products, there
appear four different views.
The Labour cost theorists," who include Ho Kwei-lin, Shi
Chuan-yuan and Pai Hung, propose that the fixing of price should
be based on labour value, so that the distribution of total
surplus value in the economy should be proportional to the labour
cost*
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The second view is held by the Cost of production
theorists, who include Yu Lin and Chao Ta-feng. From their
viewpoint, total surplus value should be distributed according to
the proportion between the products' own cost of production and
the cost of production of the whole social production process.
The Price of production theorists, such as Yang Chien-pai
and Ho Chieng-chang, consider any correct evaluation of the total
surplus value, should not be based solely on labour cost. Total
surplus value should be distributed according to the capital per
unit of the product and the total amount of fixed and working
capital used in the economy as a whole.
The fourth school proposes that besides taking into account
the value expended on a product in the determination of its
price, other political and economical objectives must also be
taken into account.
Throughout the discussion, most controversy was generated by
the opposing views of the Labour cost theorists and the Price
of production theorists. The Labour cost theorists are
obviously closer to the Narrow school of thought. They asserted
that the analysis of socialist pricing should be based on Marx's
labour theory of value, and opposed the Price of production
theorists using production cost as the basis of socialist
pricing, because this would recognize the creation of value from
reified labour, which is in contradiction with Marx's belief that
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only labour power creates value. Another more important criticism
is that price of production is associated only with capitalist
society since it reflects capitalist relations of production.
1966- 1981
From 1964 onwards, the debates suffered increasingly from
political interference, and the integration of Mao's line with
the more dogmatic theory started to put the clique of Liu Shao-
chi and the Broad school under severe attack. The Price of
production theory was considered to be a revisionist doctrine.
The economic debates were halted prior to the Cultural
Revolution.
The ten years of Cultural Revolution which began in 1966 was
an unforgettable experience for the Chinese people. The Cultural
Revolution, launched by the leftists, represented the domination
of the ideas of the Narrow school. The commodity and currency
economy was stigmatized as belonging to the Capitalist road.
The leaders scorned all economic laws and insisted that the law
of value had no function in a socialist economy. Thus, they
proposed administrative means as the sole method of managing the
economy. Since the commodity economy was seen as capitalist,
everything connected with it was banned- price, profits, market
mechanism, and economic accounting were all taboos. In that
period, one-crop agriculture was established in some rural area
in order to prevent diversification of the rural economy. The
policy of taking grain as the key link and striving. for all-
round development seriously damaged the equilibrium of rural
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economy and the ecosystem. Draining lakes, cutting. down forests
and destroying pastureland in order to reclaim land for planting
grain caused inestimable damage to forestry, animal husbandry and
fishery (Luo 1985:92). An egalitarian system of distribution,
known as eating out from the common pot (shidawufan), resulted
in smothering the masses' motivation for production.
Even though there was an increase of agricultural output,
the growth rate was much slower than that during the First Five-
Year Plan period. Total agricultural value in 1976 increased by
66 percent over 1957, representing an annual rise of 2.7 percent
whereas, the annual increase of the First Five-Year Plan period
was 7.7 percent (than Liu 1984:212) (see Chart 2.1). Since
1952, there had been a rapid growth of population in China (see
Table 2.2). Therefore, the consumption of farm products per
capita showed only a slight increase or even a decrease. The
peasant's living standard underwent only a sluggish improvement.
TAhIA 7_9 Population Growth In China, 1949- 1982
Birth Rate Death Rate NaturalPopulationYear Growth(per 1000)(per 1000)(mlI.)
162036541.671949
201737574.821952
23.210.834646.531957 28.59.638.1725.381965 126.318.3962.591978 11.76.217,9975.421979 14.56.420.91000.721981 14.56.621.11015.411982
Source: Statistical Summary of China, 1983 of. Zou 1986:235
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The rate of grain consumption per capita increased from 306
kilogrammes in 1957 to 309 kilogrammes in 1976, a growth of
merely 3 kilogrammes in 20 years, averaging 0.15 kilogramme a
year (than Liu 1984:213).
Since 1978
The change of political atmosphere after 1976 provided an
opportunity for the readjustment of China's agricultural
policies. After 1977 and especially after the Third Plenary
Session of the Party's 11th Central Committee held in December
1978, China's agriculture entered a new period of growth. In
concrete policy measures, this readjustment has certain
similarities with the readjustment carried out in the early 60s
(Feuchtwang 1983).
As J. Gray and M. Gray mentioned, ideological conviction
played a part in all the changes of economic policies since 1949,
but in the last analysis the policy makers have been concerned
with the practical problems of the conduct of collective
agriculture (Gray Gray 1987:151). According to recent Chinese
authoritative works, such as Xue Mu-qiao (1981), Ghose concluded
that the major criticism against the commune system was that the
system had always been an inappropriate framework for rural
development. The vulnerability to commandism and
egalitarianism remaining in the commune system led to the
system becoming plagued with problems of resource allocation and
work incentives (Ghose 1987:36)10. The policies for maintaining
the huge collective sector were therefore abolished and the New
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Economic Policy believed to be able to create better condition
for economic development was implemented by Deng Xiao-ping. As
Croll stated,
The original aim of the rural responsibility
systems was to introduce a new form of
management in the collective sector, reduce
the size of the labour group and to provide
incentives to promote production and link
reward more directly to performance (Croll
1987:106).
The characteristic of the readjustment is to motivate the
peasants by material incentives. The policies included: the
respecting of the ownership and decision-making power of the
collective economic units tha adopting of various forms of
responsibility system in production the rendering of assistance
for expanding commune members' household sideline occupations and
village affairs and the providing of more aid by the state for
agriculture in general (Feuchtwang 1987). So, private enterprise
came back and markets functioned again. To keep the growth of the
privatized economy and the need for marketing the extra
agricultural output, free markets were allowed to function again
in 1980 (Liu 1986, cf. Economic Report 1980).
It is obvious that the practice of these series of economic
policies after 1978 implies the return of the Broad school's
ideology. All these policies are organized on the basic principle
of 'to each according to his work". That implies a return to a
51
preliminary stage of socialism from the stage of communism in
which the basic principle is to each according to his needs.
The responsibility system was introduced to rural China
several times. The first record of this system can be traced to
the First Five-Year Plan period and the second time in the early
60's. According to different situations, eight various forms of
responsibility system were tested in Sichuan Province and half of
them were finally practised in the whole Country. Because of the
various situations in different production sectors, two or more
systems may be carried out in the same place (Khan 1987:69, cf.
1884).
A. Watson summarized the different forms of the production
responsiblity system in his article Agriculture Looks for 'Shoes
that Fit' (1984). He stated that [A]lthough often discussed as
if it were a single entity, in practice the production
responsibility system encompasses a wide diversity of forms. It
ranges in a continuous hierarchy from highly organized systems of
labour management with planning, accounting and distribution
carried out by the collective, to completely independent farming,
distinguishable from private farming only by the fact that the
family does not own the land,(Watson 1984:93). Leaving aside
consideration of the subtle differences between the many variants
of each types, Watson identified six main forms of the production
responsibility system. They were:
1. Specialized contracting with payment reckoned according
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to output (zhuanye chengbao, lian chan ji chou).
2. Unified management with output contracted to labourers
(tongyi jingying, Tian chan dao lao).
3. Contracting output to work groups with payment reckoned
according to output (bao chap dao zu, lian chan ji chou).
4. Contracting short-term work tasks with payment reckoned
by quota (xiao duan bao gong, ding'e ji chou).
5. Contracting output to household (bao clean dao hu).
6. Contracting everything to households (bao gan dao hu, or
da bao gan).
He also mentioned that in addition there are variations on these
types used for handicraft and service trades, and forms used for
cadres which give them bonuses according to the fulfilment of set
targets (ibid.). Besides the above six forms of production
responsibility system that Watson identified, Khan added two more
forms. They are:
7. Allocating proportional land resource to households
according to their membership and contracting the output
of the remaining resource as tax.
8. Allocating irrigated fields to work groups and dry
fields to households and contracting the outputs
respectively (Khan 1987:70).
Although there is a difference in number of types of the systems
identified, the common agreement is that the contracting output
to households and the contracting everything to households are
the most popular forms implemented in rural China later. As
Watson summarized,
Contracting output to households bears many
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similarities to the contracting of output to
work groups and individuals. Although
retaining some collective management and some
distribution through work points, it has the
effect of making the household the basic unit
of production of total output. Under this
system, the household contracts to the team to
farm a particular area of land and to hand
over a proportion of the. production in return
for an agreed work point payment. The land is
allocated according to the number of people in
the family, often weighted according to the
number of labour powers.... Surplus production
above that contracted for supply to the team
is retained by the family which in most cases
also has to bear the costs of production.
Draught animals, machinery and other large
implements may still be collectively managed
or they may be divided among the families or
groups of families (Watson 1984:94).
Whereas, the features of the other common form, contracting
everything to households, were described by Watson as follows:
Contracting everything to the household is the
most radically decentralized form of the
production responsibility system. Virtually
all aspects of collective management are
abandoned and there is no work point
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distribution.... Although the ownership of
land is retained by the collective, land,
animals and implements are divided among the
households. In some cases draught animals
might be shared among several families and in
other cases each household pays for its own.
The household is then completely free to farm
its land in the manner it wants. It agrees to
pay a tax and sales quota of a particular crop
and to hand over a levy to the collective to
help maintain some services and such things as
the water supply. The remaining production is
retained and there is no collective
distribution. The household has to pay for its
own inputs and any services that it receives.
It therefore plans its production according to
its sales quota, its consumption needs and its
ability to produce a surplus for sale to the
state or on the free market (Watson 1984:95).
The Household Responsibility System practised in Liannan County
is the system that contracts everything to households. In
Liannan, contracts are signed for agriculture and forestry by
households. Besides this major form, some contracts are signed
for special production such as animal husbandry. The contractors
may be individuals, households or groups. However, the most
popular form is still fixing output quotas or farm work on a
household basis, known as the Household Responsibility System
(HRS). All the farm work and output quotas are contracted to
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individual households. Land and economic resources are allocated
to these households for agricultural production. The contracting
households only have to meet the state tax and the quotas
predetermined to be retained by the collective. The rest will
then belong to the households. The details of this will be
presented in Chapter Four. Here, I must mention a point that
Watson emphasized. He stressed that [A]lthough under this system
(contracting everything to households) all families have strong
incentives to increase output and income, differentials between
families will inevitably grow according to the amount of labour
they have and their ability to accumulate and to improve their
farming skills (Watson 1984:96). This goes back to the situation
thirty years ago that Mao would have criticized as the revival of
bourgeois rights in peasant economy according to the Critique of
the Gotha Programme mentioned above.
The allowing of market places was also a part of the New
Economic Policy. And those market places have successfully met
the government's expectations. As Luo (1985) said,
The economic and social function of the
market towns was totally abrogated during the
ten years of the cultural revolution. Market
town were revived following the downfall of
the Gang of Four as part of the policy of
stimulating the rural economy. Market towns
play an important role as centres of commodity
circulation, and are often considered the
56
primary markets for agricultural and sideline
production. Because the socialist state
economy cannot include all rural products in
the state plan, the state must stimulate
economic development by supplementary
measures. The commercial functions of the
market towns make significant contributions
toward filling these gaps (Luo 1985:166).
Although market places run under the rules of free market have
been opened for most rural products, the selling of certain
essential agricultural products such as paddy rice are still
under the control of the government. According to the
Constitution of the PRC in 1982, the system of planned economy
was still preserved, while the free market was supplementary to
the state economy (Liu 1984:512, Ma 1987). The extent of
government control over the main rural products will be discussed
in Chapter Five.
In general, there are three means to make people work. The
first one is by some external force such as taxation and
punishment. The second and the third are by internal motivations
of the workers. The second one is well-known in the capital
economy where people work basically because of material
incentives. Whereas, the third one is the idea of socialist
society that people should work because of political incentives
like public morality and enthusiasm for the State. These three
means are not exclusive to each other and actually may be found
in each society. The only difference between societies here is in
57
the extent to which these different means are stressed (Griffin
Griffin 1987:22). What China did in these past forty years has
been trying to find out the most suitable means to motivate
people to participate in the construction of Socialist China.
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Chapter Three Daping District and the Village
Introduction
Daping District, as mentioned in the first chapter, was
called Daping Qu before the re-organization of administrative
regions of Guangdong Province in 1987. It consists of five
neighbouring villages. These five villages are Niulou, Junliao,






Daguao Dazhang Old Daping
Map 3.1 The Locations of the Five villages of Daping District
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xiang in the past are labelled cun after the recent re-
organization. All descriptions about Daping below refer to
Daping Village, or known as Daping Cun. Eighteen natural villages
are grouped to form the Daping Village. According to the PRC's
administrative system now practised, there are still three levels
under the county. They are the district (xiang), village (cun)
and natural village (ziran cun, zu) respectively, while the
natural village is the minimal unit of local administration (see
Figure 3.1).
Figure 3.1 The Administrative Hierarchy of Liannan County
Liannan County
Daping District Another twelve districts
Daping village Another four villages
Genqdonq Ham Iel Another seventeen hamlets
There are eighteen natural villages in Daping Village, My own
field site is the Third Natural Village, known as Gengdong or
Sanzu. Due to the historical development of Daping Village, it is
better for us to consider the whole Daping Village as one of the
many basic administrative units of Liannan County, though there
is Natural Village Government in each natural village and
though all natural villages are scattered widely. But for the
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deeper understanding of the economic lives of the Daping
peasants, we need to concentrate on a small area. Therefore, one
natural village, Gengdong, is selected for study. Before
describing this, however, we need to convey a general picture of
Daping Village.
Daping Village
Daping Village is 28 kilometres southwest from Sanjiang. The
headquarters of Daping District is located within Daping Village.
As mentioned above, there are eighteen natural villages scattered
in Daping area and most of them are situated in the valley which
the Tangjiashui River passes through (see Map 3.2). According to
the official census in 1987, Daping Village occupies about fifty
thousand mu in area. The total cultivated area of Daping Village
is 2,317 mu, of which 1,497 mu are classified as wet rice fields
and 820 mu as dry fields. Three quarters of the wet field area,
1,122 mu, is devoted to double-crop paddy cultivation, while the
remaining one quarter, 374 mu, is for single-crop paddy
cultivation. Besides grain-producing land, there are 31,600 mu of
forest, 7 mu of fish ponds and 170 mu of fruit orchards. Of the
forest, 98 percent of its area, 31,030 mu, is fir forest, while
pine and bamboo forests occupy 550 mu and 20 mu in area
respectively. 11
Although Daping Village has its own seat, the setting there
is quite simple. Close to the Daping Central Secondary School,
the building of the Daping Village People's Government is
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HG : Hamlet Government
DG : District Government
Map 3.2 The Locations of the Eighteen hamiets of
Daping Village
2situated. The general office, conference room and- congregation
hall are all in this only building. If no special function is
held, the building is usually closed. Compared with the
headquarters of Daping District a few hundred metres away, Daping
peasants consider the latter as the centre of the area. In the
headquarters of Daping District, most necessary facilities are
concentrated. There is one main street passing through the area.
Most buildings are located on its two sides. The general office
of the Daping District People's Government for local
administration is situated in the middle of one side of the
street. Besides the general office, guest house, Agricultural
Technology office, beancurd making workshop, public lavatory,
two privately owned stores and residences of the officials and
cadres are located on one side. On the opposite side, there is a
clinic, small-scale private rabbit farm, Tax Office, Post Office,
Bank, Credit Cooperative, Court, Supply and Marketing
Cooperative, godown and timber processing factory. The end of the
street is. the area of the Grain Distribution Office (see Map
3.3). This street is not only used for transportation, but also
as a place for sale. Quite often, hawkers and peasants come and
sell pork, beancurd, and sometimes game like roebuck there by
day. On periodical market days, a public bus used to shuttle
between Daping District's headquarters and Sanjiang Town. But due
to the scarcity of mass transportation in Liannan area, the route
from Daping to Sanjiang was cancelled in 1988. The only remaining
transportation vehicles are therefore the government owned truck
















A - General Office of Daping District People's Government
B - Post office
C - Bank
D - Credit cooperative
E - Court
F- Supply & marketing cooperative
G - Godown
H - Grain distribution office
I - Individual-owned store
J - Guest house
k - Public lavatory
L - bean curd making workshop
M - Agricultural technology station
N - Residence
O - Clinic
P - Rabbit farm
Q - Tax office
R - Residence
S - Timber processing
factory
Map 3.3 Main Facilities in Daping District's Headquarters
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Daping peasants may walk three kilometres to Hushatang and then
take the bus from Lianshan COunty to Sanjiang Town. If the
destinations are not too far away, the peasants go there on foot
Map 3.4 An Old Map of Houshaopai
Source: Li 1708, 29
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The eighteen villages in Daping that we see in the present
location were established after a large-scale migration since
1968. Most buildings in the villages have therefore been
constructed recently. Before 1968, the Yao people of Daping lived
in a large village in the higher mountain south of the
Tangjiashui River. They called it liuoshaopai and now Laopai (the
old village). The map of the Huoshaopai found in the historical
document Liannan bapai fengtu ji shows that the people lived in
the higher mountain but cultivated on the flat land (see Map
3.4). Due to the rapid increase of population and the need for
better land, these people left their Laopai and settled in their
present locations under the arrangement of the leader of the
commune after 1968.
All the recent demographic and economic data are listed in
Table 3.1a and 3.1b. 2,895 people in 692 households lived in
Daping Village in 1987. Each household had 4.18 people on
average. Of the eighteen natural villages, Gengdong had the
largest population, 275 people in 57 households the smallest
village was Wuyiliang which had only nine households, with a
population of about fifty in 1987.
In 1987, there were 1,542 males and 1,352 females in Daping
Village The sex rate of Daping was therefore 1,140 (males per
thousand females), which was a little bit larger than that of the
County, 1,062. Concerning population change, the rate of natural
nooulation increase was 0.57 percent in 1985.12
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Table 3.1a General Statistical Data of Daping Village, 1987
1No. of village committee (cun government):
18No. of natural villages:
692No. of households in Daping village:





















208c) migrant labour among total labour
692No. of Yao households In Daping village:
2895No. of Yao population In Daping village:
2317Area of cultivated field (mu):
1497irrigated field area
397single-crop wet field area
1920double-crop wet field area
820dry field area
nilincreased cultivated field that year (mu):
31600Area of forest (mu):
31030area of fir forest
550area of pine forest
20area of banboo forest
Source: Government of Daping District, 1988
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Table 3.1b General Statistical Data of Daping Village, 1987
State of electrization
1hydraulic electricity generating plant:
production (watt): 160
consumption (10,000 degree): 23,95
State of fertilization
consumption of urea (den): 700
consumption of phosphate fertilizer (dan): 1000
consumption of potash fertilizer (dan): 20
consumption of mixed fertilizer (dan): 2600
25Consumption of pesticide (den):
State of mechanization
niltowing machine for agricultu.ral production
irrigating machine nil
paddy milling machine 11 (110 horsepower)
sugar making machine 1 (10 horsepower)
vehicles for transportation 3 (240 horsepower)




Source: Government of Daping District, 1.988
From the official census, we found that Daping Village had
1,381 labourers (702 male 679 female) in 1987.13 The labouring
population formed 47.7 percent of the total population. In other
words, each labour unit in Daping Village only needed to support
1.1 other person's need.
The Farming Economy
Agricultural labour is the main type of labour in Daping.14
96 percent of the available labour force, 1,130 labour units, was
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considered agricultural labour in 1987. And grain farming
constitutes the main form of agricultural labour employment. 47.7
percent of the agricultural labour force, 659 labour units, were
engaged in grain farming in 1987. As mentioned in Chapter One,
Daping economy is a mixed economy based on farming, forestry and
animal husbandry. Forestry labour (317 units in 1987) and animal
husbandry labour (349 units in 1987) are the other two major
forms of agricultural labour employment. Because of
environmental limitations, fishing is hard to develop on a large
scale, so that there were only 9 labour units employed in
fishing.
Industrial labour in Daping is very small compared to
agricultural labour. Only 24 labour units were employed in
industry in 1987. These industries are' mainly village-run
industries, such as timber processing, and small-scale private
industries like beancurd-making.
Daping Village is primarily an agricultural economy, and it
still remains relatively underdeveloped. Electrification and
mechanization are still not well established. There is a
hydraulic electricity generating plant which had the 160 Watts
production in 1987. The electricity consumption of the village,
mainly in the headquarters, was 240 thousand degrees that year.
Agricultural mechanization levels are still lower. No irrigating
machines or towing machines for agricultural production are used.
In the village, there were 11 paddy-milling machines, 1 sugar-
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making machine and 3 trailers for transportation with a total 450
horsepower capacity in 1987. High production is mainly due to
intensive labour employment, huge input of chemical fertilizers
and the improvement of paddy seeds. The total consumption of
chemical fertilizers including urea, phosphate fertilizer, potash
fertilizer and mixed was 4,320 dan in 1987. Also., 25 dan of
pesticide were used that year.
Focusing on the main product produced by the Daping Yao can
help us clarify the outlines of their peasant economy. Grain
farming is the major activity of Daping agriculture, of which
paddy farming is the core. In 1987, the production value of grain
farming was 85 percent of the production value of agriculture,
while the production value of paddy was 95 percent of that of
grain farming (see. Table 3.2a). Therefore, 80 percent of the
total grain product in Daping was paddy rice. This. proves that
paddy farming is the main item of Daping Yao agricultural
production.
Besides paddy farming, forestry and animal husbandry are
also two important production activities. Three-fifths of the
land of Daping is forest. It produced 621 cubic metres of timber
in 1987, 511 cubic metres of which was fir. The remainder was
pine and bamboo (see Table 3.2a). Fir planting is therefore the
major forestry activity. The proportion of fir planting to
forestry is similar to that of paddy farming to farming. Also,
the well-established forestry industry in the neighbouring areas
provides peasants another advantage in the Daping economy,
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Paddy Rice 2597 23591
1st Crop 1100 10139
2nd Crop 347 3447







Source: Government of Daplnq District, 1988
Table 3.2b Production of Daping Village, 1987









Source: Government of Daping District, 1988
















Source: Government of Daping District, 1967
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because opportunities to earn wages are provided. Peasants are
employed in forestry. Tree felling and timber transportation from
the forest to the timber distribution office are the two. major
tasks.
Concerning animal husbandry, peasants' attitudes towards
raising oxen and hogs are different. In their economic life, oxen
are considered as a necessary agricultural input, while pigs are
one of the many kinds of food commodity. The official annual
production report provides the best data to show this difference.
Only 10 out of 370 head of oxen were killed and eaten in Daping
in 1987 whereas 800 out of 1,200 pigs were killed and consumed.
That report also showed the scarcity of oxen in Daping where two
households shared one ox on average, while each household raised
1.7 head of pigs and consumed one. Besides swine., poultry also
is raised for sale, home-consumption or gift giving. The number
of poultry, mainly chickens, that each household raises was
roughly 5 to 20 head. The production of poultry was 7,900 head in
1987 (see Table 3.2b).
In 1987, the production value of farming was 38.4 percent of
the total' production value, while that of grain farming was 32.6
percent of the total. The production value of timber and that of
animal husbandry were 13.6 percent and 19.9 percent respectively
(Table 3.2c). Also taking wages into account, the average annual
income per capita was 408 yuan in 1987. Looking at the production
values of different items, we can confirm the general image of
Daping Village as a mixed economy that is based on farming
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supplemented by forestry and animal husbandry
Kinship Structure and Pattern of Ownership
in the Past and Today
There are three clans (zu) in Daping Village. They are the
Tang, Shen and Fang clans. Among these three clans, the Fang clan
has the largest population. Each clan is divided into lineages
(see Figure 3.2). These lineages form the major units of group
identity. The Daping Yao practise lineage exogamy and patri-
neolocal residence. Also, a patrilineal system of descent is
fang








FI ure 3.2 The Se mentaflon of the Three Mans
In Daping Village
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followed. Patrilineal lineages (fang) are the most important
social organizations of the local people (Fortune 1939, Chiao
1988:18, Han 1985:168). As Chiao states, In Daping Yao society
as in Han society, patrilineal descent is a dominant principle.
It is the sole principle upon which the patrilineages of Pai Yao
known as fongs are formed (Lee 1939). The family line in Pai Yao
society, as in Han society, can only be continued through male
descendants (Chiao 1988). From the phenomenon that ambit-anale
marriage is much less common among the Pai Yao than with the Han,
the patrilineal descent principle among the Pai Yao is infered to
be less flexible than among the Han (ibid.).15
Besides the term fang, another term, fen ia, which means the
division of household, has also been borrowed from the Han
Chinese. But the custom of household division has been modified
in Daping so that it usually occurs after the first year of the
son's marriage. The process of fen is takes place before the
paddy seeding. For cultivation, each son is given a plot of land
and some farming tools. Also, a new pot, a piglet, and a new
house close to the original one are provided for the new family.
Before fenjis the new house or new room is built close to the
original one. The left side is ideally for the older son's
family, and the right side for the younger son's family (Tapp
1988), as in the traditional Han Chinese model. The new pot given
to the new family symbolises that now it has to cook for itself.
Even though the new household cooks for itself after fen ia, they
usually continue to work with the original household. They
plough the fields together, transplant the rice seedlings and
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harvest paddy together. The distinction made after fen is is that
each family stores and cooks the rice separately. Even after the
parents die, this cooperation may still continue among the
married brothers' families for several decades. This has been
practised long before the founding of the People's Republic of
China. The residential pattern in Laopai obviously shows the
intensive cohesive force of the lineage (see Figure 3.3). But
this residential pattern was mostly destroyed by the formation of
production teams and by the resettlement during the period of the






Figure 3.3 The Composition of the Main Lineages and Clans
in Huoshaopal
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practised for no property was owned by individual and collective
work was assigned by the production team.
E. R. Wolf (1966) has argued that self-reliance and hard
work are the two social virtues most highly valued in
agricultural societies with labour-intensive cultivation and
irrigation systems. This is because only by hard work can people
produce more food to support a large agricultural population. It
does seem true in the Daping area. For before 1949, the average
area of wet fields in Liannan was 0.6 mu per capita (Editorial
Committee A 1985:10). That in Daping must have been less. Also,
the single-crop cultivation, the poor quality of paddy seeds and
the simple technology used combined to make the Daping peasant
largely dependent on labour input to produce more rice 16 Even
though they worked so hard, the paddy they produced was still snot
enough to meet subsistence needs. According to my informants,
some Yao peasants ate no rice, but only taro and sweet potato in
the fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh lunar months.
There were both individual ownership and public ownership in
Daping before 1949. Lineage ownership was a type of public
ownership (Lin 1939). Lineage-owned fields, known as zugongtian,
were the main lineage property. One source of these fields was
from the fields of the dead or aged who kept only a small plot
for themselves. There was a custom among the Yao that the
married-out daughter would bring a small plot of land to her
husband's family (Chico 1988). After her death, the land was
received back and became part of the lineage property of her
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natal family (Miles 1989). Also, more the lineage. owned fields
could be bought by the income of rent in at least 30 percent of
production (Lin 1939). These zugongtian were usually rented out
to poor lineage members, and the income would be used in the
worship of ascendants, zugong. Wine and pork were offered. The
lineage-owned fields might also be given as compensation to other
lineages if the member of an owner lineage had committed homicide
or other crimes that necessitated large amounts of compensation
(Zheng 1985). But because of the limited resources in Daping,
only very few zugongtian were maintained for generations. Most of
them were divided up by their poor descendants. The oldest
villager in Gengdong told me that when he was still young, his
lineage, the Loubai, had only 1.8 mu of mountainous land out of
three to four hundred mu of mountainous land in the whole of
Huoshaopai. This was almost the same proportion as that of their
holdings in wet fields. Although there were three clans
comprising nearly twenty lineages in Huoshaopai, the total area
of both lineage-owned mountains and fields was very small. This
situation was similar in Junliaopai, Dazhangpai, Youlingpai,
Nangangpai and Nunlushuipai. The area of lineage-owned fields was
only around ten percent of the total area of wet fields (Zhou
1982).
Private ownership was therefore the main form of ownership
by comparison with collective lineage ownership and collective
communal ownership. Except for the fields and mountains which
belonged to lineages and the barren mountain land belonging to
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the pai, all the rest of the land was divided up between
different households. Land and fields could be rented, sold, or
mortgaged. This made it possible for the rich to purchase -lower.
price wet fields from the poor during periods of starvation.
However, the polarization of wealth in Huoshaopai was not so
serious. Without precise records for Huoshaopai,, we take the
situation in the neighbouring village, Dazhengpai, as reference,
where 55 percent of the households cultivated their own fields.
26 percent of the households had to rent other households' fields
as a supplement. 12 percent of households had no land and were
employed to farm on other's land in the '40s (Li 1940). Because
only few Yao households had surplus of wet fields, most Yao
households rented the wet fields from the Han landlord (Institute
of National Minority 1966:7).
The poor families without enough wet fields or food had to
find other jobs in order to survive. During the agricultural peak
time, they were employed in ploughing fields, tranplanting or
harvesting paddy. They might also be employed by forestry owners
to transport timber. The employers were usually the Han land
owner (Institute of National Minority 1966:9). Each' worker was
provided with three meals a day, and was rewarded with one to
three of rice.
The socialist reform after 1949 rapidly changed the economic
base of Daping. New technology and new forms of social
organization made agricultural productivity rapidly increase.
More advanced techniques of cultivation, such as the use of
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highly productive paddy seed and artifical fertilizers were soon
accepted by most peasants. The norms of collectivism were widely
disseminated. The three level ownership by the commune, the
production brigade and the production team (sanji suoyou) was
practised. The traditional Yao production pattern was suppressed
for thirty years. But after the economic reform in 1982, the
original pattern seems to have re-emerged in a modified way. The
custom of fen is and cooperations between close kin have
returned. Also, fields are being rented out. This re-emergent
production pattern after 1982, together with the improvement of
agricultural technology, has contributed to an obvious increase
in agricultural productivity.
Gen,gdong llaml e t
After this general description of Daping Village, we will
focus on demographic and economic data collected from Gengdong.
Much of this information is presented in detail in tabular and
chart' form, and the reader is requested to refer to these where
necessary. Before 1968, the households of Gengdong were
originally clustered in the northeast corner of Huoshaopai. They
were mostly members of the Luobai lineage which is a branch of
the clan surnamed Fang. During the period of the People's
Communes (1958-1983), based on its residental location, Luobai
lineage was separated into two productive groups. One was in the
Sixth Production ,Team while another group together with some
households surnamed Shan formed the Fifth Production Team which
was later to migrate to Gengdong in 1968. They started to migrate
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to the present location under the guidance of the communal
government in 1968.
The drying ground, the bridge, the public toilets and the
primary school are the main public facilities in Gengdong. The
school building used to be the government office where meetings
were held and work-points were counted during the period of the
commune. The public toilets also act as stores of natural
fertilizer. In the settlement structure of Gengdong, we still
find some survivals of Pai Yao tradition. Some close lineage kin
live close together and also some of them work together.
The locations of these households are charted in Map 3.5.
Totally, sixty houses were built, but three of them are empty.
All these buildings are arranged in ten rows along the slope.
Althrough the setting of Gengdong is different from that of
Luobai, it still retains the common feature of close kin tending
to be neighbouring. Half of these household's heads live next
door to their parents or brothers (see Map 3.6).
All homesteads are built of bricks and wood, with roots mace
of clay tiles. Some of the houses are surrounded by a small
garden area that is usually used for growing vegetables such as
taro, Chinese cabbage and sweet potato. The pig pens are built
close to the house for convenience of husbandry. Like the
village, Tandzegan, close to it, the village is situated in a
perfectly graded ecological zone which allows terraced rice
fields to be cultivated on the lower slopes and dry fields to be
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Top of the hill
Foot of the hill
Map 3.5 The Locations of the Households in Gengdong Hamlet
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Map 3.6 The Clustering of Close Kin
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maintained further up while the topmost slopes are reserved for
forestry (Tapp 1989).
When the village was established, there were only 36
households. But twenty years later, it contained 57 households,
with a total population of 275 at the end of 1987. Each
household had 4.8 people on average. Five-person and six-person
households are the most common in Gengdong. The largest size
households are the two eight-member families whereas, the
households of the two single aged ones are the smallest (see
Chart 3.1). Compared with the overall distribution of household
size five years before, there seems to be a tendency for
household extension (see Table 3.3). Also, most households
consist of only two generations. There were 146 males and 129
females in Gengdong in 1987. Thus, the sex ratio was therefore
113 (males per hundred females) in 1987, which was close to that
of the hamlet.
The mother-daughter ratio in Gengdong was 1:2 in 1987. This
implied that each mother had given birth to about four children.
Due to the practice of population control policy since 1982, the
population in the range betweeen age five and the newly-born is
small (see Chart 3.1). However,.making a comparison of population
structure between Gengdong and other developing countries or
regions, we find that they are quite similar in having a large
youthful population. More than fifty percent of the total
population of Gengdong was below the age of twenty four in 1987.
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Table 30 Population Change of Households In Gengdong
(1982.12- 1987.12)
Household Household Household IncreaseDecrease
Number Size Size Dif.
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Among the total population of 275, 138.5 labour units were
counted in 1987 (see Table 3.4). Thus, the labouring population
was equal to half of the total population. This implies each
labourer took the responsibility to support one other's needs. On
average, each household had 2.4 labour units with a standard
deviation of 1.29 labour units. The eight-person household had
the largest labour capacity, 5 labour units. One six-member and
two seven-member households also had a large labour capacity, 4.5
units. Whereas, the least labourer household was the single aged
one that had no labourer. A more intensive discussion of the
relationship between labour and the household will follow in
Chapter Four.
As mentioned above, Gengdong Village mainly contains the
Luobai lineage members who belong to the clan surnamed Fang. The
genealogical relationship among these people is shown in the
kinship chart in Chart 3.3 and 3.4. Among the total 57 households
in 1987, 53 households belonged to the Luobai lineage, and the
remaining 4 households belonged to the Shan lineage. Only 17
people in Gengdong were surnamed Shan, while the majority, 258
people, were surnamed Fang. In the next chapter, the interaction
between these lineage members will be discussed. It must be
emphasized that the household is the basic production unit though
there are different types of cooperation between them.
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Table 3.4 Labour Forco Change of Housoholds In Gengdong(1982.12 - 1987.12)
Household Labour units Labour units DifferenceNumber In 87 In 82
1 2 2 02 2
3 3.5 2 1.54 2
175
6 2 2 07 3.5 2 1.58 2 0 29 2 2 010 2 2 011 1
-1.52.512 3 2 113 2 2 014 3
-0.53.515 2 2 016 1.5 1.5 017 2 1.5 0.518 4 2.5 1.519 2 2 020 2 2 021 3 2.5 0.522 35 3.5 023 2 0 224 3.5 2 1.525 2 0 226 2 327 2 2 028 4 2.5 1.529 3 2 1
30 2 2 031 2 2 032 2 2 033 3.5 3 0.5
34 2 0 235 2 0 2
36 2 2 037 4.5 2.5 2
38 2 1.5 0.5
39 2 2 040 2 1.5 0.541 5 2.5 2.5
42 2 2 0
43 3.5 2.5 1
44 3.5 2 1.5
45 3.5 2 1.5
46 3 2 1
47 1 1.5 -0.5
48 2 1.5 0,5
49 4.5 3 1.5
50 4.5 2 2.5
51 3 2.5 0.5
52 2 2 0
53 0 0 0
54 2 1.5 0.5
-255 1 3
56 0 0 0
57 1.5 1
58 0 0 0
59 0 0 0
60 0 0 0
61 0 0 0










Chart 3.3 The Kinship Chart of HOuseholds' Heads Surnamed Fang
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Chapter Four Resource and Production of Daping Economy
Introduction
R. Redfield has reviewed the studies of peasant society in
different periods and countries in his Peasant Society and
Culture (1956). In it, he defined that,
The peasantry consists of small agricultural
producers who, with the help of simple
equipment and the labour of their families,
produce mainly for their own consumption and
for the fulfilment of obligation to the
holders of political and economic power
(Shanin 1971: 240) cf. Redfield 1956).
Based on this definition, a framework of the Daping peasant
economy is constructed. With the model presented below, the
features of peasant economy that Redfield mentioned will be
explicitly shown. The Daping Yao economic system ..can be
considered as an integrated whole composed of four related
subsystems. They are the household, the kin group, the government
and the wider society with their own economic sectors, while the
household is the central sub-system. The flows of labour, cash
and subsistence goods link these economic sectors and construct
the general system of the Daping Yao peasant economy. Before we
go into details of this, the general model is outlined here (see
Figure 4.1).
Agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry and professional
non-iinati nn.q are the main production sectors of Daping Yao peasant
92
Note:
1 - Householdlabour Input In agriculture 252 - Householdlabour Input In animalhusbandry
3 - Householdlabour Into forestry Government4 - HouseholdlabourInput In professionaloccupations
5 - Cooperationbetweenkin-related households 106 - Agricultural productsfor homeconsumption
7 - Productsof animalhusbandryfor homeconsumption
8 - Timberandfuel for hoseconsumption



















16- Porkandpoultry sold17- Piglet
18- Timbersold
19- Agricultural tools andcattle
20- Necessitiesandluxury Items
21- Cash(purchasingin state market)
22- Cash(purchasingIn free sarket)23- tenting endborrowingof cashamongkin-related households24- Cash
25- Cash(for purchasingIn state market26- Savingandlending
27- Cash(for purchasingservice) Figure 4.1 General Model of Gaping Peasant Economy
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economy. These production sectors are the targets of the labour
flows emanating from the household. In the past, hunting used to
be a major economic activity of the Yao, but it plays only a
small role in their present economy. Subsistence goods are
produced and cash is earned in these four sectors for the
household. Agricultural products like paddy and some products of
animal husbandry such as pork are mainly for home-consumption.
Cash, meat, timber and other goods required for subsistence
become the media of economic exchange. These subsistence goods
and cash flow into different economic sectors and bind the whole
system together.
Besides these sectors, the channels connecting separate
sectors are also important to maintain the function of the
economic system. The whole network is woven together by three
kinds of flows. These are labour flows, cash flows and flows of
subsistence goods. Theoretically, all elements in the flows are
interchangable, since the value of labour can be transformed into
the value of subsistence goods, and vice versa. The former
process is usually considered production, and that of the latter
may be thought of as the process of the reproduction of labour
force, for it encompasses consumption and the costs of
reproducing labour power. Again, though theoretically labour and
cash are interchangable, the transformation from cash to labour
seldom occurs in Daping (see Figure 4.2). This phenomenon will be
discussed in the following section. At this point, all we need to









Figure 4.2 The Transformation of Labour,
Cash and Subsistence
reduced to a process of value transformation through these three
flows. And by tracing these flows, we may establish a clear
picture of their whole economy, as shown in Figure 4.2, which is
a supplementary figure to the more complicated one drawn above.
The state market, social services, and the monetary and
financial system are those sectors related to the government. The
state market may be considered a monopolized market controlled by
the government. It has acquired monopolies on some commodities.
In Daping, as well as Liannan, the government has a monopoly on
timber. The production and the purchase price are set by the
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government. Besides timber, wet rice is a partly monopolized
commodity, for certain amounts of the rice produced by the
peasant must be sold to the government at the price set by the
government. In the state market system, special offices are
established to be in charge of various parts of this monopoly.
They include the Grain Distribution Office, the Timber
Distribution Office and the Supply and Marketing Cooperative. The
monetary and financial system is also a sector of the state
economy and it performs the function of adjustment. The last
sector belonging to the state economy is that of social services.
This includes not only the welfare system such as the guarantees
of food, clothing, medical care, housing and burial expenses to
childless and infirm old persons, known as wubao, but also the
public service systems like education and medical care. All of
these sectors form an economic system which is directly under the
control of the government (see Figure 4.1). In contrast with












those of the government, the economic institutions of the wider
society are more accessible. Both cash and subsistence goods
engage in the free market. The sales concerned may be in
periodical markets or in villages. Most of the cash derived from
these sales is used immediately and a variety of different goods
are purchased. Some of these goods like farming tools and piglet
go back to the production sectors of the economy as production
goods, while others like clothes and tobacoo as consumer goods go
to the household to be used or consumed (see Figure 4.3).
Kin group such as the lineage form the fourth subsystem of
the Daping Yao peasant economy, in which the labour, cash and
also subsistence goods of the household are stored. In the past,
it was important to the peasant to be able to depend on help from
their kin groups. Because of the limited resources and labour
that each household had, it had to cooperate with other kin to
complete large-scale economic activities such as transplanting,
harvesting and maintaining the irrigation system. Even though
most of the work formerly carried out by kin groups is performed
by the government now, kin groups still continue to function as
economic institutions. Moreover, the cooperation between close
kin has become increasingly important after the introduction of
the Household Responsibility System. From the household point of
view, there is a difference among the conceptual distances
between the household and the kin group, society and the
government. To them, the closest is the kin group, next is the
wider society and the government is the furthest, though the
cadres and officals live so close to them and the government's
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administrative operations deeply influence their economic
activities.
In this chapter, we shall be concerned mainly with the
first part of the Daping Yao peasant economy including economic
resources and production. While, the exchange of subsistence
goods and cash, market and peasant daily consumption will be
described in next chapter.
Basic R.esoWces
Among all the various resources of the Daping peasant
agricultural production, the labour force and cultivated land
available would be hypothesized as the two most important ones
determining production. Other inputs seem to depend on the
amounts of these two types of basic resources. If this is true in
Daping, then the, input of labour force and cultivated land
should be the two decisive limiting factors on agricultural
production in Daping, all other things being equal. Other factors
such as the amount of the input of seeds or fertilizers should
have less ultimate influence on productivity, because the amounts
of these various inputs mainly correspond to the area of
cultivated land. Thus, the differences of agricultural production
among production units in Daping should correspond to the
differences in areas of cultivated land owned by production
units. In order to verify whether there is a correlation between
agricultural production and the area of land cultivated, the
statistical test in correlation will be exercised. Also, the
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hypothesis of the correlation between labour force and
agricultural productivity will be tested. If no correlation
between labour force and agricultural productivity is found, the
correlations between labour force and the production of other
production sectors will then be tested. But, here we must bear in
mind that what we are doing is not trying to prove the
correlations between Production and Cultivated land or that
between Production and Labour force in a general sence. All
the results found here are rather situational and can only fit
the case of Daping.
The statistical data were derived from Gengdong 'Hamlet. In
this village of 57 households, population and economic data were
collected from 47 households. Each household is counted as one
unit, and all economic and demographic data referring to
particular households is based on the period from February 1987
to February 1988 (from the Lunar New Year in 1987 to the next one
in 1988). The following description and analysis of the household
economy will be mainly based on these data. But in order to
demonstrate the change of the whole village, the demographic data
of the whole village is used.
Household and Land
The household is considered the nucleus of this economic
sphere for it plays the most important role in the peasant
economy. It is the origin of their economy, and also the main
target of their productive activities. As G. Dalton says, one of
the feature(s) of peasant and primitive economy is the structure
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and membership of productive units. The unit of production, the
social organization carrying out the making of goods is dependent
on, and derived from other forms of social life. Peasant and
primitive societies do not have organizations whose only tasks
are those of production, and there are no durable social units
based solely on productive activities.... Productive units tend
to be multipurposed. Their economic activities are only one
aspect of the things they do (Dalton 1967:5). That is to say,
the unit considered economic is not formed particularly for that
purpose, but economic activities are one of its many roles. This
unit, whether it is a family, a clan or another form of kin
organization, participates in economic activities in order to
ensure its own maintenance and continuity, and also to provide
the necessities to maintain social relationship between members
within and beyond the unit. The survival of this nucleus, the
household, is the final aim of the economic process.
Traditionally, the productive unit is only an ideal
concept for analyzing a peasant economy, since no purely economic
unit can be isolated, as the above quotation makes clear. But
the situation is somewhat different in China. Not only in
academic analysis is the household defined as a productive unit,
but also in the practice of state economic policy. The
downgrading of the economic unit from production team to
household since 1982 has brought the main economic resources,
such as land and labour, into official association with each
household. The three-level ownership by the commune, the
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production brigade and the production team, with the production
team as the basic accounting unit is replaced by the new one. As
K. Griffin stated, there is a four-level ownership including the
above three and the household, in which the household is the
basic accounting unit (Griffin 1987). The traditional functions
of the household and the family seem to have revived after the
end of the radical collectivism. Therefore, the importance of the
household should be stressed in the study of Yao economy, not
only because the household is the core of the peasant economy but
also it is the basis of state rural economic system.
In Gengdong Hamlet, most households can be classified as
containing nuclear families of a relatively small size. The
average size of a household was 4.82 people with a standard
deviation of 1.61 at the end of 1987. This implies that there
exists a large diversity between the size of household
memberships in the village (std./mean= 0.33). As mentioned in
Chapter Three, there were 15 six-member households and 14 five-
member households in Gengdong in 1987, so that the six-member
household is the mode of household size, and the five-member
household is the next most common household size. The largest
families are the two eight-member households, whereas the two
smallest families each have only one aged person (refer Chart
3.1).
The form of production responsibility system implemented in
Daping is in the form of contracting everything to households
(see Chapter two). In the winter of 1982, the Household
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Responsibility System was introduced in the Daping area. The
peasants now have direct access to the economic resources. The
production resources such as cultivated land, cattle and farming
tools were allocated to each household according to its
membership size. Officially, the land still belongs to the
collective. However, the peasant households have the right of
land mamagement and can keep the products as long as they
complete the required paddy sale to the government.
Because the allocation of economic resources is directly
based on family size, the large diversity of household membership
size implies that households are allocated varying amounts of
resources. During the land allocation in 1982, 0.8 mu of wet
fields, usually three-fifths of which area was double-crop wet
fields and the remaining two-fifths single-crop wet fields, was
officially claimed to have been allocated to each person with no
account of sex or age differences, so that theoretically a family
composed of a married couple and two babies would get the same
amount of land as a family with four adults. A small size family
may be allocated only half or one-third of the resources of a
large size family. More precisely, the unit used for resource
redistribution in 1982 was the mouth. Here exists a hidden but
important ideological issue concerning whether this criterion of
resource distribution based on mouth fits the principle
associated with the New Economic Policy practised in the
Preliminary Stage of Socialism that the more one does, the
more one gains, or whether it might become the starting point of
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social inequality or wealth polarization in a socialist country.
The diversification of sex and age among households will
surely increase social inequality. Even though the average sex
rate of the village was 113 males (per hundred females) in 1987,
the sex rate within each household showed a large diversity (from
0 to 2). If we focus on the unmarried females, we find that their
distribution by household is particularly uneven. The proportion
of maidens in the family varies from 0 to 0.6. That is to say,
roughly two out of three children was female in some families
while some have none. Although patri-neolocal residence after
marriage (cf. Chapter 3) contributes to the brides' horizontal
mobility, their cultivated land (or the tenure of the land) is
still retained by their fathers. So that if there is no constant
readjustment, the proportional relation between population and
resources will no longer be maintained. Even though readjustment
does occur as it did in 1985, due to population increase, members
moving later into the village cannot gain an equivalent amount of
resources as the old members. Newly born babies and brides should
in theory both receive about 0.8 mu of wet fields each, but in
practice few of them are so fortunate to get so much. The
population changed rapidly within the five years after the first
allocation in 1982. There were 252 people living in Gengdong in
1982 and this increased to 275 five years later. In these five
years, 24 babies were born and 13 brides married into Gengdong,
while 7 people died and also 7 girls married out (refer Table
3'.3). The amount of the wet fields recollected from the deceased
and the married out girls was so few that each new member of
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Gengdong could only get 0.5 mu of wet fields during -the second
wet field allocation in 1985. The new member who came after the
second allocation gained nothing. Comparing different households,
we clearly observe the explicit inequality of resource
distribution. The head of Household No. 35 married after 1985, so
that although his family has three members (his wife, his newly
born child and himself), he has only 0.8 mu of wet fields to his
credit (see Table 4.1). The rate of wet fields to population is
therefore only 0.27 mu per capita. Contrast this with that of
household No. 9, where a maiden married out in 1986 made the rate
of wet fields to population in this household 0.97 mu per capita
after the marriage out of another girl in 1988, the rate of wet
fields to population increased to 1.16 mu per capita (see Table
4.1). The next adjustment will be in 1995. However, the
inequality of resource redistribution will still markedly
increase in the coming years.
Another cause of increasing inequality is the policy that
children born out of the quota stipulated by population control
laws receive no wet fields or other resources during resource
redistributions. There were five such cases found in the village
(see Table 4.2). The births of these children provide an
interesting issue in the study of the Yao peasant economy. We can
be sure that they are a heavy burden on the family now, but they
may in future contribute importantly to productivity. The fact
that people prepared to bear the costs of supporting children
born out of quota suggests the importance of the labour force in
their economy.
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Table 4.1 Household Size, Labour and Area of Wet Field
in Gengdong, 1987.
Household Household No. of Wet Field Wet Field
No. Size Labourer (A) (B)
(mu) (mu)
1 5 2 2.46 3.95
2 3 2 1.48 2.3E
3 7 3.5 4.48 7.12
4 5 2 3.19 5.14
5 4 2 2.4 3.5
6 4 2 3.9 6.27
7 5 3.5 3.75 6.2:
8 3 2 1.17 1.84
9 6 2 9.315.81
10 5 2 4.02 6.67
11 4 1 2.67 4.29
12 6 3 5.43 8.33
13 2 2 1.490.94
14 6 3 6.483.94
15 6 2 4.1 6.62
16 1.55 1.79 2.87
17 23 1.5 2.35
6 4 4.5318 7.14
419 2 3.31 5.48
2 1.6620 2 2.61
21 5 3.183 5.33
22 6 3.5 8.75.64
2 0.97 1.5723 3
8 3.5 6.02 9.3224
4 2 2.76 4.5925






















Wet Field (A): Official measurement
Wet Field (B): Adjusted measurement by So's criterion
Correlation between Household Size and Labour:
R-sq.= 0.4764 R= 0.69
Correlation between Area of Wet Field (B) and Household Size:
R-sq.= 0.6548 R= 0.81
Correlation between Area of Wet Field (B) and Labour:
R-sq.= 0.5301 R= 0.73
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Table4.2. Composition of Children among Farmilies
Violating Population Regulation
No. of No. of Children BornFam I I y
Codo Daughters Sons out of Quota
A 3 1 1 son
B 1 1 daughter5
C 3 1 son
D 1 1 son3
E 2 1 son3
Labour force
Concerning measurements of the labour force, we find that it
is difficult to select a so-called objective criterion suitable
for the Yao case. Four systems of measuring labour power are
known to be in use. One is provided by Durrenberger who
calculated that the number of workers is the number of potential
workers in a household-people over the age of 12, whether they
actually work or not. People over the age of 75 and the
chronically sick were not counted as potential workers
(Durrenberger 1988:5). This criterion seems unsuitable for the
Yao case because the labour contributions of adults and
adolescents are obviously different in quantity, even though
there is no precise way to measure the difference between them.
Three other systems are known to be used in China. The most
accurate and complex system is provided by the State Statistics
Bureau of the PRC. In this system, a male whose age is between
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eighteen and fifty-five or a female whose age is between eighteen
to fifty will be counted as one labour unit a male aged sixteen
to eighteen or fifty-five to sixty-five is counted as half a
unit, whereas, a female aged sixteen to eighteen or between fifty
to sixty is also considered as half a unit (Zhang 1986:230). But
for convenience of survey, the simplest system is practised by
the rural statisticians. Here each person above eighteen is
counted as one unit, and sex difference is neglected. The third
system provided by the chief official of Daping District seems to
be a compromise between the two where each person aged between
eighteen and sixty is counted as one unit people above sixty are
considered as half unit and also the sex difference is neglected.
In our statistical analysis, the state statistical system is
used in order to make the inference more reliable. According to
this system, the labour capacity of the 57 households in the
whole hamlet was 138.5 units in 1987 (refer Table 3.4). The
average labour power per household was 2.43 with a standard
deviation of 1.029. Concerning the distribution of the labour
force, the two-labour unit household was the mode for there were
thirty households with 2 labour units. There were also six three-
labour households, and eight households had 3.5 labour units.
three households had only 1 labour unit and two had 4.5 labour
units. Two households had 1.5 labour units, three had 4 units and
two had none. There is also a household with 5 labour units which
is the highest number in the village (see Table 4.3). Although
the distribution shown in Table 4.3 has a tendency that the
larger household has more labourers, the correlation between
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Table 4.3 Labour Force and Household Size of Gendong, 1987
Labour Units





Size 1 10 145 2
4 1 156 5 23
17 1 12 5
8 1 1 2
TOTAL : 2 0 23 30 0 6 18 2 03 57
1
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labour force and household size (0.67) is not strong as we
conceive (R-squared 0.4764) (see Table 4.1).
Similarly to the change of population, there was a rapid
increase of labour force in Gengdong in the five years after the
first resource allocation in 1982. During 1982, there were 105
labour units in Gengdong, and the labour force increased to 139
in 1987. The average labour units per household therefore
increased from 1.84 units in 1982 to 2.48 units in 1987. 32
households increased 0.5 to 2 labour units in these five years,
while only 6 households decreased 0.5 to 1.5 labour units then
(refer Table 3.4).
The mean of wet field distribution is 0.68 mu per capita
with a standard deviation of 0.26. But in order to make a more
precise analysis, the area of wet fields according to their
differential yields rather than the area of wet fields in actual
use is calculated here as the variable of agricultural
production. Here, the area of wet fields according to their
yields is the total area that each household cultivates in a
year, taking into account the difference between single-crop and
double-crop fields. That is the sum of the area of single-crop
wet fields plus twice the area of double-crop wet fields. So the
mean of wet fields according to this calculation per capita was
1.124 mu with a standard deviation of 0.338 mu. The correlation
between labour and wet field area possessed by different
households is shown in Table 4.1. The correlation between
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household size and area of wet field according to the
differential yield is 0.81 (R-sq.= 0.64), while the correlation
between labour force and area of wet field according to the
differential yield is 0.73 (R-sq.= 0.53). The diversity of
resource control is clear the range of diversity in the average
amount of wet fields per labourer is therefore greater than the
average amount of wet fields per capita. For example, Household
No. 24 is an eight-member family with only 3.5 labour units but 6
mu of wet-fields, each labour unit having 1.71 mu of wet fields.
This contrasts sharply with household No. 43, a four-member
family also with 3.5 labour units, but with only 4.8 mu of wet-
fields. Each labour unit in this household has 1.37 mu of wet
fields. The same problem arises here as to whether a resource
redistribution system based on mouth provides a reasonable or
fair criterion of needs and capacities, since the actual number
of labour units are not considered in this system.
Cattle and Farming Tools
Since the allocation of economic resources in the winter of
1982, all peasants in Daping Village have had to take care of
their own farming tools and cattle.
Cattle are the main animal labour resources in Daping
Village. These cattle in Daping are usually buffaloes. During the
cattle allocation in 1982, there were 20 head of cattle in
Gengdong, the Fifth Production Team. These cattle were then
allocated to the total 149 households there. The basic principle
of cattle allocation was the same as that of land allocation
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according to membership. Each ox was priced according to its sex,
age and physical state. The price of a cow was higher than that
of an ox, and also the younger it was, the higher the price would
be set. The range of prices among these cattle was from 600 yuan
to 900 yuan. Each person in the village was assigned 50 yuan as
credit to purchase cattle, due to small size of households, each
household would have only a few hundred yuan. Therefore, two to
three households grouped together to purchase one ox. That is to
say, each ox was shared by 12 to.18 people, or 2 to 3 households.
And we found that most cattle shared-owners were close agnatical
kin. Only 1 out of these 20 cattle (case No. 1) was finally
shared by households without a kin relationship (see Figure 4.4).
The farming tools were also allocated to the villagers. A whole
set of farming tools including plough and hoe was given to each
cattle owner. The other farming tools such as sickle were equally
distributed.
Because the Daping Yao have not developed blacksmithing, all
new metal tools they use must be bought from the market. The main
agricultural tools used are still the plough, the sickle and the
hoe. No mechanized agricultural equipment is available. The metal
part of a plough costs roughly four yuan. Even though the price
of such iron tools is relatively cheap, the peasants seldom buy
new tools until their old tools really cannot be repaired.
After the cattle allocation, all households took the











































































work, it will be sent to the Han market. The peasants sell the
old cattle and purchase younger ones in return. Because the price
of a young ox is usually two to three hundred yuan higher than
that of an old one, a few hundred yuan are required in addition
to the barter. The proportion of each household's donation to
this is also based on its family size.
Productive Activities
Agriculture
As the above mentioned, agrieulture forms the main type of
economic production to which the Daping peasant is devoted.
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Although they also engage in other types of production,
cultivation remains their major task. Compared with other types
of production, such as animal husbandry and forestry, much more
time is spent in cultivation. Moreover, for the household, the
cycle of other productive activities must be coordinated with
that of agricultural cultivation. Only if the household has an
outstanding surplus of labour, will any sideline jobs be engaged
in during the agricultural peak season (from March to September).
After the resource allocation in 1982, Daping peasants now
work on their own lands again. They grow paddy rice in the wet
fields, and plant vegetables and minor crops on the dry land.
These minor crops include corn, sweet potato, taro, yellow bean
and peanut. Cucumber and Chinese cabbage are the common
vegetable planted there. The cultivation season starts in mid-
spring and ends in early winter. The farming calendar is listed
in Figure 4.5. A similar study was done by K.C. Choy in 1986 and
K.Y. Mak in 1987. As Choy (1986) stated, The time schedule for
initiating each productive stage is precisely defined. The
farming season runs from mid 1st month till the end of the 10th
month of the years. In the 'farmers calendar', the solar year
determines the cause of agricultural activities. The cycle of
agricultural cultivation directly influences both their
management of economic activities and social activities. Here we
only focus on the economic aspect of this.
In the past, the Dapiag Yao peasants had to store part or
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their harvest for the next cultivation. But I was told that due
to the poor quality of paddy, only one tenth of these seeds grew.
And even when they grew, production was not satisfactory. In
order. to improve that situation, new paddy seeds were tested and
introduced in the ?60s. Different types of seeds were selected to
plant in different seasons. These seeds are known as Sanyao 33,
Sanyao 64 and Viayao 34. According to the informant, 4 jin of
paddy seeds are used on 1 mu of wet field. Seeds can be exchanged
for grain or purchased directly from the Agricultural Technology
Office. The exchange rate of paddy grain to seed is 10 to 1. If
seed was bought, the price was 2.3 Yuan per jin. If it is
exchanged, the grain is first given to the Grain Distribution
Office. A receipt for this will be issued to the peasant, who may
then collect his seeds from the Agricultural Technology Office.
Besides seeds, artifical fertilizers are essential to
agricultural production. Hundreds of years ago, natural
fertilizer was sufficient for single-crop cultivation. After the
introduction of double-crop cultivation in the '50s, chemical
fertilizers became necessary due to the over-exploitation of the
soil. Urea, nitrogenous fertilizer, and phosphate fertilizer are
used today. According to informants, 30 jin of urea and 40 jin of
nitrogenous fertilizer are needed for one mu of wet field to
maintain productivity. The prices of urea, nitrogenous fertilizer
and phosphate fertilizer were 38 yuan, 16.8 yuan and 14.5 yuan
respectively in 1987. Besides fertilizer, pesticide priced 2 yuan
per jin in 1987, can also only be purchased from the Supply and
Marketing Cooperative. And the prices of these essential
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production goods are set by this cooperative.
Traditionally, ashes of weeds, sod and animal manure such as
cattle and swine excreta were the fertilizers that the Yao
peasant used (Lin 1939:409). In order to reduce production costs,
these fertilizers are still used to fertilize the wet fields.
Cattle and swine excrete hundreds of jin of manure. The fresh
manure cannot be used immediately. It must be composted before
use. Usually, cattle dung and swine manure are only used on the
wet fields. Human manure is used on other vegetable crops. The
fertilizing on the wet fields is done by both sexes, whereas that
on dry land is mostly all done by females.
Wet rice is grown three times a year twice in the double-
crop wet fields and once in the single-crop wet fields.
Preparation of the paddy fields for planting, which begins the
annual cultivation cycle, is during the beginning of the second
month (Jingzhe) translated as Insect Awakening in English. The
irrigation system is checked and repaired. The field is ploughed
and filled with water. A small area of wet fields is well-
prepared for the sprouting of paddy seed in the mid-second month,
(Vernal Equinox). A month later, the paddy seedlings must be
transplanted to the large wet fields. From the ploughing to
transplanting, intensive labour input is required. Cooperation
between close kin or between the share-owners of cattle and
farming tools is found. Also, divisions of labour by sex and age
are important. The contribution of women in agriculture is no
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Figure 4.5 Farming Calendar of Gengdong Hamlet
Solar Tern
Item

















less important than that of men. Even though children do less,
their work makes the process more efficient. Women and children
uproot the rice seedlings while the men plough the fields and
transplant seedlings. Because of the high labour demands of this
type of productive activity, special vacations are provided for
students to help their families farming. This clearly shows the
importance of child labour in peasant economy.
After transplantation, peasants must still pay attention to
the growth of paddy. Insect diseases and plant diseases must be
prevented. Besides, fertilizing the fields and weeding are also
necessary during the growth period. All these jobs are done by
both sexes.
The first harvest is in the mid-sixth month, (Great Heat),
around 130 days after the paddy is planted. The paddy stalk is
cut by sickle and the grain is threshed. After drying under the
sun, it is stored in the household attics (see Figure 4.5). There
is a variation of productivity of the first crop paddy between
each household, but roughly each mu of wet field produces 6.76
dan, or 676 jin of paddy. The processes of the second and the
third paddy planting are similar to the first one. The second
plantation starts in the mid-third month, (Grain rain), and the
harvest will be in the mid-eighth month, (Autumnal Equinox). The
third seeding is in the mid-fifth month, (Summer Solstice). After
the harvest of the first crop, it will be transplanted to the
double-crop wet fields. The harvest time of the third crop is
then at the beginning of the tenth month, (Winter Begins). The
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productivities of the second and the third paddy cultivation are
9.51 dan and 5.79 dan per mu respectively on average.
According to the estimates of informants, some twelve days
are normally spent on one mu of paddy field by one labour unit.
They calculate that one spends two days for ploughing, four days
for transplanting, two days for preventing insects and weeding,
and four days for harvesting and drying. Unfortunately my
fieldwork was not sufficient to verify this in statistical detail
because it is usually the whole family rather than a single
person to work in the wet fields. Therefore, such estimates
provided by informants are only for reference.
Between the period of the seeding and transplanting of the
first crop of wet- rice, sweet potato, corn, peanut and taro are
planted on the dry land (di). But the different growth periods of
these crops mean that their harvesting times are widely spread
over the cultivation period. Peasants gather sweet potato in
early winter, but harvest corn, peanut in early autumn. Red
potato is planted in mid-summer and harvested in early winter.
Cucumber. and Chinese cabbage are planted in early summer and
early autumn respectively, then they are harvested in late summer
and late autumn respectively. Figure 4.5 provides the calendar of
Daping Yao agricultural cultivation. From this table, we clearly
see how they arrange their time and labour according to the
priorities of cultivation.
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Although both the amount of labour force and the area of wet
field possessed by the peasant household are considered as the
two major factors determining the paddy production that mentioned
before, the correlation tests show us that the area of wet field
is much more important. The correlation between area of wet field
and paddy production is 0.86 (R-sq.= 0.7565). Whereas, the
correlation between the amount of labour force and paddy
production is 0.63 (R-sq.= 0.3959). The correlation between
paddy production and other variables are listed in Table 4.4.
The amount of all those inputs have their influence on the paddy
production. However, the area of wet field has the largest
influence on the output of paddy production compared with other
factors.
Because the area of cultivated land and the amount of labour
force are different for each household, the productions of
various agricultural items in each household are widely
distributed. The productions listed below are therefore only for
reference. In a very rough sense, each household produces 38.78
dan of paddy, 1.45 dan of corn, 1.69 dan of taro, 6.44 dan of
sweet potato and 14.51 dan of vegetables. In this the production
value of paddy was 75 percent of total agricultural production
value (see Table 4.5). The total value of agricultural production
was 1,180 yuan for each household in 1987, which accounted for
54.48 percent of total production value (see Chart 4.1).
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Table 4.4 Inputs and Output of Paddy Production in Gengdong, 1984
Household Labourer Wet Field Seed Fertilizer Production
No. (J in)(mu) (Yuan) (dan)
1 2 3.99 30 150 26
2 2 2.36 21 120 20
3 3.5 7.13 39 160 46
4 2 5.14 32 150 34
5 2 3.9 15 80 27
6 2 6.27 36 220 72
7 3.5 6.23 25 120 51
8 2 1.84 10 60 11
9 2 9.31 40 150 57
10 2 6.67 30 100 45
11 1 4.29 16 90 18
12 3 8.33 28 150 52
13 2 1.49 15 60 12
14 3 6.48 12030 49
15 2 6.62 25 120 43
1.516 2.87 18 100 17
17 2 2.35 10 80 18
4 7.1418 20 130 53
2 2019 5.48 120 31
2 2.61 720 80 11
20021 3 5.33 35 56
1278.7 6922 3.5 32
1509.32 38 5024 3.5
4.59 1202 25 3225
160 302 5.83 3326
4 200 527.6 3228
15 264.84 100329















- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Those households without sufficient information such as No. 23, 27
34, 38 are not taken into account.
Area of wet field is adjusted according to So's measurement.
The correlation between Labour force and paddy production:
R-sq.= 0.3959 R= 0.63
The correlation between area of wet field and paddy production:
R-sq.= 0.7465 R= 0.86
The correlation between amount of seeds input and paddy production
R-sq.= 0.5858 R= 0.76
The correlation between amount of fertilizer and paddy production:
R-sq.= 0.3477 R= 0.59
The correlation between all inputs and paddy production:
R-sa.= 0.7909 R= 0.89
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Table 4.5 Agricultural Production of Gengdong Village
(47 Households). 1987
Agricultural Annual Productivity Production ValueProduction (dan) (yuan)





in dry land 53
in mountain 17
Taro 81 935











rhArt 4.1 Production of Different Sectors in Gengdong, 1987
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Animal Husbandry
Compared with other productive sectors, animal husbandry is
the one that requires the least direct input of intensive labour.
Cattle, swine, poultry and fish raising are the major items of
animal husbandry in Gengdong. Some households also raise dog for
meat.
Although animal fodder can be bought easily in the market,
most peasants feed their animals on their own agricultural
products. Straw is used for the cattle sweet potato, taro, chaff
and vegetables are given to the swine. Because of the limited
food stuff, each household usually raises one or two piglets. If
there is a feast or ceremony that year, one or two more pigs will
be raised. The pigsty is set close to the house. The pig is fed
three times a day by the women usually. The food stuff is usually
the mixture of chaff, vegetables, sweet potato and taro. This
mixture is usually cooked in a large pot before the first feeding
in the morning by women. One-third of the fodder is fed before
the breakfast of household. The remaining is given to the swine
at noon and during sunset. When the piglet is bought from the
market, it is some 30 to 40 jin in weight. If it is fed enough,
it can grow to 130 in in half a year. In 1987, each household in
Gengdong raised 1.55 head of swine that produced 166 jin pork.
The 47 households totally produced 7,647 jin of pork valued
19,116 yuan (see Table 4.6). A pig is usually killed during the
Lunar new year. Part of it is given to relatives as a gift, part
of it is sold, and the remainder is for home consumption.
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Table 4.6 Animal Husbandry Production of Gengdong Village
(47 Households), 1987
Animal Husbandry Annual Production









Besides the households, there were four pig husbandry
cooperatives in Daping Village in the years before. But they are
no longer maintained. Instead of cooperatives, six non-
professional individual households raise swine for sale. Four of
them raise more than four pigs per year.
Chicken-raising is the major item of poultry husbandry. No
fixed number of chickens is kept in each household annually. Some
households raise one or two and some raise more than twenty.
Chickens are kept in the house. They wander outside and look for
worms, and also eat the left-overs under the table. Although
chickens find food by themselves, they are still fed rice.
Usually, they grow to maturity in two to three months. Like the
swine-raising, mature poultry are kept in the household for
months or for years until there are rituals or a special ceremony
in the household when feasts are required. Or they will be given
out as gifts. In Daping, a chicken is a common gift to a relative
who has a new baby. If there are too many poultry but not enough
fodder, they will be sold. Moreover, poultry are sometimes sold
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at other times for cash. In Gengdong, among the 47 households
interviewed, 41 of them raised chickens and each produced 16.7
heads on average in 1987. The total value of poultry production
was 4,122 yuan (see Table 4.6).
In order to keep these animals healthy, different kinds of
medicines preventing animal diseases are injected. The medicine
is provided by the Animal Husbandry Technology Office. The
officers go to each village and perform the injections. Little
payment is charged for such service.
Fish-raising provides Daping peasants additional necessary
protein. Small fish are reared only in the single-crop wet
fields. They are placed there after the transplantation of the
second crop of paddy. Around two hundred small fish are placed in
one mu of wet fields. Nothing else has to be done until the
harvest. Normally, half of them mature. Before the harvest of the
second crop, the water is released and the fish are captured. In
Gengdong, there were 32 out of the 47 interviewed households
raising fish and each produced 16.7 jin of fish on average in
1987. The total production of fish was 416 in that is valued of
1,249 Yuan (see Table 4.6). No pool is specially reserved for
fish-raising. They are all placed in the wet fields. Fish not
only eat worms and plant destroying insects, also their excreta
fertilize the wet fields. The practice of fish-raising in the
paddy fields provides an example of the Daping Yao peasant's
effective exploitation of resources and their use of the
ecosystem.
125
An interesting issue in Daping Yao animal husbandry is that
dogs are raised for meat. Daping Yao may get puppies from the
market or their neighbours. No special food stuff is needed for
dogs because they feed themselves. In Yao tradition, eating the
fresh of dog was strictly taboo (Lemoine 1982:196). But Daping
Yao eat dog in the cold Winter as do the Han Chinese. On a cold
night in 1987, I was invited to take dinner with a dish of dog
meat. Also, I have seen an old Yao. man selling dog meat in front
of the privately owned store in the Daping Headquarters. It seems
impossible for a taboo animal to be killed for sale or to feed
outsiders. The change of Daping Yao's attitudes towards dogs may
be because of the sinozation for hundreds of year. But it is only
one of the possible explanations of this change. An intensive
study of which should be made in future.
In animal husbandry, feeding animals is usually done by
women and children. Female and child labour is a most important
component of the economy. Though feeding animals is considered
women's and children's work, the purchase and sale of animals are
done by men. Compared with agriculture and forestry, the least
time is spent and the least direct labour is required. But it has
to be noted that the fodder for animals is part of their
agricultural products which require much time and labour to
produce. Therefore, animal husbandry production is highly
dependent on the production or the surplus of agriculture.
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Animal husbandry is the second major source of Daping
peasant economic income. Statistically, the production of animal
husbandry for each household was 559 yuan in 1987, that accounted
for 24.04 percent of the total production value of the village
(see Chart 4.1).
Forestry
Forestry is one of the major economic production of Daping,
as well as of Gengdong. Two types of forestry production are
practised there. The first one is where the peasants plant fir on
their own mountain land, from which they obtain timber. The
second type is where the peasant are employed to plant fir and to
transport timber, for which they receive a labour wage.
Before 1985, most forests in Daping Village were common
property controlled by the Daping Village Government, known as
Daping Brigade before the administration re-oganization in 1983.
The remaining small areas of mountain land, called privately
owned mountains (ziliushan), were held by households. Each
household got approximately 1 to 1.2 mu of such mountain land.
Later, in 1985, the publicly owned mountains and forests were
allocated to individual households. Each person in the Gengdong
Hamlet gained 1.5 mu of forests and mountains.
Four types of forest, mature fir, growing fir, young fir,
and uncultivated forest, were proportionally allocated to each
household. Therefore, it, is common for a household to have
several pieces of forestry land, or for a mountain to be divided
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up among several households.
Peasants slash and burn off the uncultivated mountain slopes
after the agricultural harvest in winter, and let the ash
fertilze the land. Then fir plantation will take place in the
following spring. If fir seed is planted, it starts at the
beginning of Spring, (Spring Begins). If saplings are
transplanted, the planting will take place in late spring,(Grain
Rain). In order to fix the soil and gain more food, corn is grown
between the saplings. Taro is planted in the following year.
After three years cultivation, the mountain land will only be
suitable for fir growing. For fir to mature to 15 cm. of stem
diameter requires 15 to 18 years. When the fir is large enough to
be felled and also the owner has been allowed to do so by the
Timber Distribution Office, it will be cut down from late spring,
(Pure brightness), to early autumn, (White Dews). The timber is
dried on the mountain. Finally, the timber is transported to the
Timber Distribution Office from the eighth month to the tenth
month. Gengdong villagers once gained a licence for felling in
recent years. Around ten cubic metres of timber were felled and
sold. Each member in the village gained six yuan on that barter
in the year of 1986.
When the mountain land is close to the village, the peasants
go to the mountain and return the same day. Where the working
place is far from the village, the peasants must stay in the
mountains and live in a camp. In this way, they may live in the
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mountains for one to two months during the tree-planting season
during felling and transporting.
Transportation of timber is claimed to be men's work because
it requires much labour, but in fact we observed women transport
timber to the Timber Distribution Office. So that women's labour
is here socially invisible, as it is in animal husbandry.
Around two hundred fir trees are grown on one mu of mountain
land which can produce approximately seven cubic metres of
timber. The price of fir timber is set by the Timber Distribution
Station, which monopolizes the timber. In 1987, the selling price
of 8 to 10 cm. of stem diameter was from 260 to 290 yuan each
cubic metre.
The second type of forestry production mentioned above is
wage-labour. Some Daping Yao peasant may request short-term
forestry jobs in the 8th, 9th month, near the end of the
agricultural peak season. The harder the job is, the higher the
return. For example, a worker will gain 70 percent of the sale-
price if he transports timber from the higher mountains (1000
metre above sea level), but only 30 percent of the sale-price if
he transports it from lower mountains or the distance of
transportation is short. According to the officer of the Timber
Distribution Office in Daping, usually 120 yuan is earned by a
labourer for felling and transporting one cubic metre of timber
that requires fifteen to sixteen days to complete. Therefore, the
peasant worker can earn roughly 5 to 8 yuan each working day.
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No fixed period is set for forestry by each household, nor
is there a particular category of people who engage in. forestry
wage-labour. These factors depend on the overall economic
situation that is defined by the household and the state in
particular years. If only based on the data gathered from
Gengdong, 43 people participated in forestry wage-labour for an
average of 63 days each in 1987 (see Table 4.7). On average, each
forestry worker earned 4.6 yuan per day. It must be mentioned
that all these people are male. No women are employed in forestry
wage-labour. Women are left in the fields and let the men work
for labour-wage.
Table 4.7 Labour Wage of Forestry in Gengdong (47 Household), 1987
Source Labour Unit Average Working Day Income (yuan)
2709Forestry 43 12361
Daping Yao peasants seldom employ workers nor are employed
by others within Daping. This is because the development of wage-
labour opportunities in the forestry industry is fairly recent in
Daping and the area of forest which each household has needs no
major labour input. Therefore, most forestry labourers go to
neighouring districts and find jobs there. According to
informants, half of them work in Jinkeng District, one quarter of
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them work in Woshui District and another quarter works in
Xiangping District.
Forestry is the main source of cash income for most
households in Daping. Statistically, the forestry income for each
household was 263 yuan in 1987, which accounted for 12.13 percent
of its total production value (see Chart 4.1). But it must be
pointed out that the variations of forestry income between each
household are wider than those of income derived from
agriculture. And it is obvious that the more labour a household
puts into forestry production, the more labour-wage it gains. But
there is no direct correlation between the amount of labour or
household has to dispose of and the income it derives from
forestry, because opportunities of forestry work are limited by
the government. The correlation between the income and the time
spent on forestry is significant (R square= 0.8) (see Table
4.8). The correlations between other variables, such as the male
labour in a household, the female labour in a household, the
total labour force in it, the area of wet fields it cultivated,
the paddy production and the paddy surplus, to household forestry
income have all been tested. The result found that there is no
significant correlation between household forestry income and any
of the variable mentioned above. Most R-squared values between
most of these variables and forestry income are lower than 0.03.
The low correlation between income and the available forestry
labour in the household is reasonable, because of the external
economic constraints. Since there is a quota on annual timber
production set by the Timber Distribution Office, this limits the
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Table 4.8 Inputs and Output of Forestry In Gengdong, 1987
Household Working Capable Incapable Wet Forestry
No. Day Up-hill FieldUp-hill Income
Labourer Labourer (mu) (yuan)
1 0 1 3.99 0
2 50 1 2.36 200
13 30 7.132.5 80
4 60 1 5.14 200
15 60 3.9 300
4506 80 6.27
7 62 2 2 6.23 350
18 30 1.84 160
9 9.31 24050
160 6.6710 300
170 4.2911 0.5 360






























Capable up-hill labourer: Male labourer aged between 18 and 55
Incapable up-hill labourer: Male over 55, under 18 and Female
Correlation between all variables and forestry income:
R-sq. = 0.8094 R = 0.90
Correlation between working day and forestry income:
R-sq. = 0.8008 R = 0.89
Correlation between Capable labourer and forestry income:
R-sq. = 0.0523 R = 0.23
Correlation between Incapable labourer and forestry income:
R-sq. = 0.0087 R = 0.09
Correlation between area of wet fll d and forestry income:





























opportunity for forestry work. Therefore, we can only conclude
that there is a tendency that the more labour a household puts
into forestry production, the more forestry income it gains.
However, it must be emphasized that the exact production
value of forestry would be greater than that discussed above.
Firewood is an important portion of forestry income. Due to the
scarcity of other fuel, the firewood as a traditional fuel is
still used by the majority. Females gather firewood in the
mountain when leisure. According to informants, roughly 148 dan
of firewood is burn a year by a five-member household a year.
But due to the fact that for them firewood is not a commodity for
sale, the exact production value of the firework is therefore
unknown though we known that it is an important production of the
household. The work done by women is then hudden.
Professional Occupations
In comparison to other productive sectors, least Yao people
participate in professional occupations. There are only nine
people from Gengdong with professional jobs. Seven of them are
male and the two other are female. The age of these people ranges
from 22 to 43 with an average of 31.75 in 1987 (see Table 4.9).
Of these people, only the female primary school teacher
works in the hamlet. The others who have different careers have
moved out to Sanjiang Town or to the headquarters of the Daping
District. Two people are workers in electricity generating
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stations, and two work in different government departments. One
has a job in a paper-making factory, and one couple work in a
pharmaceutical factory. The youngest is a driver who owns a
truck.
Table 4.9 Professional Occupations of Genadona Villagers. 1987
SalarySex Education OccupationName Code Age
(yuan/mon.)(year)
factory worker 100M 224A
teacher 65F 824B
100driverM 523C






In general, the professional workers have a higher level of
education than other villagers or have undertaken some special
training courses. They work for a salary. The lowest salary was
65 yuan per month, earned by the primary school teacher in 1987.
The worker in the pharmaceuutical factory and the government
worker had the highest salaries, of around 150 yuan per month
that year. Their incomes become one of the most important
contributions to the cash incomes of their respective families.
It should be pointed out that some of these wage-labourers
nevertheless were allocated their own fields during the land
distribution. Except for the pharmaceutical workers who let out
I
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their fields, the others continue to cultivate in the busy
farming season if they have time. In other words, some households
have much more advantages in production compared with other
households of the same family size, because they possess more
human capital.
Owing to the limited development of private enterprises in
the area, none of them work for their own businesses. In the case
of Gengdong, we find that nearly all the professional workers
work in government or state-owned enterprises. Besides the
required skills and knowledge, one must also have good
relationships with some state workers in order to find such
professional jobs. Even in the case of setting up a small-scale
private enterprise, such as pig trading in Tategang, the 4th
village in Daping Village, maintaining relationships (guanxi) with
the cadres is essential.
On average, the professional workers earned 1,350 yuan
annually. Statistically, incomes from professional occupations
accounted for 9.34 percent of the total income of Gengdong
Hamlet (see Chart 4.1). But we must note that this is only true
at the hamlet level rather than at the household level. It is
because only a few households have such income, and also if they
have, normally the income of professional work occupies a huge
proportion of the household income. Among the households with
professional occupation, such incomes accounted for 79 percent of
the total household income.
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We have mentioned the four major economic production
activities in Gengdong Hamlet. These are agriculture, animal
husbandry, forestry and professional occupations. The households
put their labour and resources into these production areas
according to their own situations. These production sectors are
therefore integrated as the production of the Daping peasant
economy. The products may be directly consumed by producers, the
households, or may pass through different economic channels into
other economic sectors. To make •a short conclusion, the Daping
Yao peasant economic production is mainly based on agriculture
with animal husbandry and forestry supplements. Agricultural
production accounts for more than a half of its total production
value, while animal husbandry and forestry account for one
quarter and one-eighth of the total respectively. Even though
peasant family members participating in the professional
occupations provides 9.34 percent of total production, only a few
people are actually involved. And there is a common feature among
the households with professional work that the cash income from
professional work becomes their main income source. When cash
income instead of subsistence income becomes the main source of
household income, this to some extent influences its consumption
pattern and this will be discussed in the next chapter.
There are still two significant features in the Daping
peasant economic production. The first one is that although both
sexes are involved in subsistence production, it is mainly the
males who work for cash. In Gengdong Hamlet, only two women are
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known to earn labour-wages, and it is mostly only men who have
earned such wages. The second point is that in Daping, the
determining factors of agriculture and forestry are different.
The main factor which determines agricultural production is the
area of cultivated land that the household holds, while that
which determines forestry production is the amount of labour the
household can put into forestry. The differences of these
determining factors of agricultural and forestry production may
here provide hints to understand their economic development in
these areas.
Labour Cooperation
Labour cooperation among households is quite common in the
area. There are two main reasons for this. One is the inadequacy
of labour force in each household, and the other is the shared
ownership of economic resources by different households. Peasants
require much labour to complete agricultural work in a hurry
during the busy farming season, so that they must group together
to make their work more efficient. The shared ownership of
resources here provides an objective base for such grouping. The
most obvious example of this is cattle-sharing. Two to four
households cooperate together to share one or two oxen (see
Figure 4.4). Most households within such groups also cooperate in
ploughing and sometimes in transplanting. There is a tendency for
the cooperation between close kin, especially between father and
youngest son, to be more stable than that between others. Another
type of cooperation based on shared ownership is for the repair
137
of the irrigation system. The households sharing the same area of
terraced land take collective responsibility for the protection
and repair of the water channels irrigating their land. Such
cooperation usually take place once a year. An informant told me
that in order to keep the irrigation system working and to have
water in the fields, men from nine households came together to
check and repair the waterways in the mid-Spring. Even though
this task takes only one day, here we still find the continuation
of collective productive activities among households after the
end of direct planning. In the absence of organized instruction,
the cooperation between peasant households is maintained in a
more flexible way.
There is also forestry cooperation between households in
Gengdong. Cooperation between households in their own mountain
areas was also found. This cooperation is dictated by practical
imperatives in that these households' own mountain lands that are
close to each other. For example, members of five households
whose mountain lands are part of the same mountain may group
together to exploit the mountain, however, the product is not
shared. It still belongs to the owner of the mountain land.
We have mentioned that some.types of labour cooperation
between households do exist in Gengdong, and argued that such
cooperation in agricultural and forestry production has an
economic basis. And there is another common feature of this
cooperation that we have not discussed. That is that the above-
mentioned labour cooperation is between agnatically kin-related
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households. This seems reasonable because Daping Yao practice
patri-neolocal residence which results in most patrilineal kin
living close together in the same village. Therefore, they would
have more opportunities to share economic resources than
affinally-related kin. The cooperation between agnatically kin-
related households is more easily initiated and maintained.
But it is also important to observe that cooperation between
affinally related and agnatic related households is not
extent institutionalized by custom. All men have the
responsibility of assisting their wives' families, and the member
of their wives' families will also help them when needed. This
relationship continues into the second generation between a man
and his mother's brother. The reciprocal relationship between
these two categories of kin is symbolized in many rituals and
other ceremonial occasions. One of these is the wedding. At the
wedding, the groom's mother's brother is the chief organizer of
the whole procedure, instead of his father as in the Chinese
system.
Even in ordinary life, affinal relatives maintain close
contacts though they may live far away from the village.
According to one informant, his family normally spends around
eight working days annually helping his mother's brother's
family. On the other hand, he gains six days' help from his
father's sister's husband's family every year. This seems to be a
exclusive. In addition to the latter, the former is to some
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general pattern of obligations towards the mother's brother.
Besides productive activities, such cooperation is also activated
for the preparation of ceremonies and house construction. When
this informant built a new household this year, nine agnatically
kin-related members and four affinally kin came and helped.
The cooperation between kin-related households in Daping may
provide hints as to why there is less correlation between
agricultural production and household labour. One of the possible
reason is that part of the exact labour input in agriculture that
comes from agnatic and affinial kin is hidden.
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Chapter Five Consumption and Exchange in Daping Economy
Introduction
Various kinds of products are produced by the Daping
peasant. As we have mentioned in Chapter Four, there are four
different production sectors functioning so as to provide the
necessities for peasant survival. Each sector has a major
production item. Paddy rice is the main product of agriculture,
while swine is that of animal husbandry and timber is that of
forestry. Because of the limited'quota for timber selling, the
major income from forestry is therefore labour-wages. As in
forestry, the villagers also participate in various professional
jobs for money. In short, two main types of returns are derived
from these four sectors. One is the subsistence goods, such as
paddy, timber and poultry, while the other is cash derived from
the sale of subsistence goods, timber or from wages. Since only
subsistence production is not sufficient to satisfy all their
needs, part time jobs are found and wages are earned. But for
most peasants in Daping Village, the former type of production is
still the major activity compared with the latter.
In Gengdong' 1lamlet, the total annual income from all these
four productive sectors to the 47 households that I interviewed
was 101,874 Yuan in 1987. One-fifth of it ,20,050 yuan, is actual
cash income from wages for forestry and professional jobs, while
the majority is the income of subsistence goods reckoned in term
of monetary value (see Table 5.1). Most products of agriculture
anti animal_ husbandry are for home-consumption. Only a small
141
Table 5.1 Cash Income and Total Production Value of



























portion of these is sold. Also, some paddy must be kept for
taxation and reproduction. In this chapter, we will concentrate
on the consumption and exchange of these material products, the
function of cash, taxation, the monopoly of government on certain
items, the market system in Daping and the consumption pattern of
the Daping peasant
Uses of Subsistence Goods
Agriculture : Rice
Consumption
Among all the production activities in which the Gengdong
peasant engages in, paddy rice production is the major item in
the sense of labour input and time spent, Also, roughly three
quarters of total agricultural income is from paddy. Generally
speaking, the income from paddy is divided into four sectors. The
largest sector, 90.14 percent of the total income, is for home-
consumption. The other three sectors are for taxation, state-
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purchase and seed-exchange. They occupy only small proportions of







Chart 5.1 Paddy Outlay of Gengdong Hamlet, 1987
Paddy is the main consumption item in Daping. Knowing the
situation of paddy consumption is useful to understand their
economy. But, before the discussion of paddy consumption, the
measurement of consumer unit that we will use has to be stated
first. Durrenburger designates a male aged above fourteen as one
consumer unit. If the person is under fourteen, they are counted
as their age divided by fourteen units. Women are counted as 0.8
of the consumer unit (Durrenburger 1988). In order to be
consistent in my observations and interviews in Daping, the
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minimal age of any consumer unit is set at eighteen rather than
fourteen. People under eighteen are counted as their age divided
by eighteen units. Women are counted as 0.8 of a consumer. unit.
For example, a household with one married couple and a son of
nine and a daughter of six, is considered to have 2.57 consumer
units.
By using this measurement, there were totally 167.32
consumer units among the 43 households that I have sufficient
information in 1987 (Table 5.2). On average, each household had
3.56 consumer units that year. As mentioned above, there were
2.57 labour units in each household on average. Mathematically,
each labourer has to satisfy 1.39 consumers' needs in Gengdong
Hamlet.-.
When we consider the relation between cash expenditure and
the number of consumers in a household, this exact number of
consumers seems to have little influence over the cash
expenditure. But the relationship between the number of consumers
and the amount of paddy consumption in a household is
significant. The paddy consumption of each household is listed in
Table 5.2. Although I cannot measure the paddy consumption of
all these households in a year, some data provided by informants
are checked in a family by calculations based on the actual paddy
consumption per day. The result is quite satisfactory. Based on
these data, we find that there is a correlation between the paddy
consumption and the number of consumers in a household (R squared
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Table 5.2 Cousummer, Paddy Production and Consumption of Household
in Gengdong, 1987
Household Consummer Home Total Wet ProductionNo. Unit Consumption Outlay Field
(dan) (dan) (mu) (dan)
1 2.66 27.35 31.77 3.99 26
2 2.6 17.65 18.49 2.36 20
3 5.42 52.94 55.79 7.13 46
4 3.2 35.29 36.89 5.14 34
5 2.11 17.65 18.85 3.9 27
6 3.47 44.12 49.47 6.27 72
7 4.04 35.29 39.64 6.23 51
8 1.87 14.12 14.48 1.84 11
9 4.5 44.12 50.87 9.31 57
10 3.02 52.94 58.29 6.67 45
11 2.8 26.47 27.64 4.29 18
12 4.33 38.82 41.07 8.33 52
13 1.8 14,12 14.49 1.49 12
14 4.54 28.24 44.09 6.48 49
15 3.62 31.76 36.11 6.62 43
16 2.81 17.65 18.55 2.87 17
17 2.8 12.35 13.1 2.35 18
18 4.43 49.41 51.33 7.14 53
19 2.58 26.47 27.82 5.48 31
20 2 13.24 14.69 2.61 11
21 4.6 49.41 65.66 5.33 56
22 49.415.21 52.01 8.7 69
24 5.66 51.34 55.69 9.32 50
25 2.68 26.47 27.62 4.59 32
26 3.54 31.76 33.01 5.83 30
28 24.715.02 30.33 7.6 52
4.2229 35.29 36.25 4.84 26
2.6 22.9430 26.44 5.48 38
52.943.531 57.79 6.09 50
26.472.6332 30.42 6.51 36
44.12 46.325.0133 8.52 62
12.351.83 12.72 1.25 1635
30.002.65 32.2 2636 3.53
44.12 49.226.07 8.12 5637
44.12 45.84 423.21 6.739
17.65 20.073.32 5.66 3640
52.94 55.8 10 636.1141
26.47 4231.89 5.6842 3.01
464.59 52.94 59.14 7.7243
8.2 3535.29 39.893.9344
52.94 58.54 534.37 8.145
8.4 524.23 35.29 39.2946
Those households without sufficient information such as No. 23, 27,
38, 47 are not taken into account
The Correlation between Consummer unit and Home-consumption:
R-sq.= 0.5663 R= 0.75
The Correlation between Cousummer, Wet field and Home-consumption:
R-sq.= 0.1887 R= 0.45
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= 0.566, R= 0.77). It implies that the more consumers live in a
household, the more likely the household is to consume more
paddy. In consistency of my research's census and observation, a
man, counted as a consumer unit, ate around 0.58 jin of rice a
meal and felt this was enough. Therefore, each consumer unit
consumes 1.73 jin of rice a day. And his annual consumption of
paddy rice is 632.6 jin of rice. Because roughly 68 jin of rice
is produced from 100 jin, or 1 dan, of paddy grain, The annual
paddy consumption of a consumer is then around 930 jin of paddy
grain.
In 1987, the total paddy consumption of all these 47
households that I interviewed was 1,064 dan of paddy rice, that
is produced from 1,564 dan of paddy grain. Whereas, their total
paddy production was 1,803 dan, Therefore, the production of
paddy in the village should be sufficient for its own
consumption. And also, there should have a surplus after home-
consumption. Totally, 238 dan of paddy grain remained.
Statistically, each household has a 5.07 dan of paddy grain
surplus.
But we have to note that this is true only when the village
is considered as a whole consumption commune. We know that the
cultivated land is allocated to each household according to its
membership size rather than on the basis of the number of
consumers in that household. Even though there is still a strong
correlation between area of allocated land and number of
consumers in households (R-squared= 0.68), some households are
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in the situation that they possess relatively more cultivated
land and less consumers, whereas, some others have less land but
a lot of consumers. Comparing the difference between- paddy
production and its consumption in each household, we find that
there is a small but significant joint correlation of both area
of wet fields and the number of consumers in a household, with
the paddy surplus theoretically remaining after full consumption
(R squared= 0.18). There is a tendency for a household with more
wet fields but less consumers to retain more of this paddy
surplus than a household to more consumers but fewer wet fields.
It has just been mentioned that the mean of the paddy surplus in
each household was 5.07 dan. However, the large standard
deviation of it, 9.78 dan, shows the exact amounts of paddy
surplus in each household were widely distributed. Among all
these 47 households, there were 29 households with a surplus
after their full consumption, while the other 18 households were
more or less suffering from an insufficiency of paddy. Three
households retained more than 21 dan of paddy grain after their
consumption, whereas, five households would need an extra 6 dan
of paddy grain if they wanted to eat rice at each meal. Among
these five households, one household produced 11 dan less than
its full consumption needs. Usually, the insufficiency of paddy
grain was around 3 dan in most households with insufficiencies
(See Table 5.3).
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Table 5.3 Surplus and deposite of Padd)
Different between No. of No. of No. of
Production and Household Household Household
Outlay (A) (B) (C)
more than 21 dan 3 2 2
18- 21 dan 2 0 1
15- 18 dan 5 3
12- 15 dan 2 2
9- 12 dan 5 5 4
6- 9 dan 1 5 5
3- 6 dan 5 6 5
0- 3 dan 6 3 8
0- -3 dan 10 4 6
-3- -6 dan 3 8 6
-6- -9 dan 4 3 3
-9- -12 clan 1 4 2
-12- -15 dan 3
less than -15 dan
(A): Outlay accounted only home-consumption
(B): Outlay acounted home-consumption, tax, compulsory sale
and seed-exchange
(C): with the supplement of minor crop
Grain Tax
Because the peasant is responsible for paying tax and must
sell part of his agricultural products to the government, part of
the remaining paddy must be given out. Otherwise, the peasant
household cannot keep the tenure on the land allocated to it.
Agricultural tax is paid in paddy and peanut oil. The grain
delivered to the government is known as gongliang. It is the
major item for taxation. The Grain Distribution Office is the
organ in charge of agricultural tax collection. According to the
Daping Grain Officer, the amounts of agricultural tax were fixed
during the first resource allocation in the winter of 1982.
During the period of the People's Commune, production teams had




authorities. Different production teams, hamlets in Daping,
turned over different amounts of paddy payment. When the
resources were first allocated, the responsibility of each
village in Daping Village was kept and the amount of payment was
equally assigned to each household according to the area of the
allocated wet fields. Therefore, the amount of agricultural tax
that each household pays is determined by the area of wet fields
it has. The more wet field that the household has, the more tax
it has to pay. 14 jin of paddy grain is required to pay for one
mu of the two types of wet fields in Gengdong. Then, a five-
member household with 4.2 mu of wet fields must hand over 59 in
of paddy grain to the Grain Distribution Office. In 1987, the 47
households totally handed over 24.47 dan of paddy grain to the
government as agricultural tax. Besides paddy, around one dan of
peanut oil was paid to the government.
The average annual productivity of paddy by the three paddy
crop is roughly 6.6 dan per mu. After the adjustment of the
proportional owning of both single-crop wet fields and double-
crop ones, each mu of wet field in allocation produces around 10
to 11 dan of paddy. Therefore, considering that a tax of only 14
in is paid per mu of wet field, the tax rate in Gengdong is
rather low. Only about 2 percent of paddy production is paid for
tax (see Chart 5.1). Because the amount of tax is fixed, the
higher paddy productivity that can be attained, the lower the
agricultural tax rate will be.
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State Purchase
Besides the tax, a certain amount of paddy is also sent to
the Grain Distribution Office for sale. The paddy for sale is
known as gouliang. The income from these sales is usually the
only agricultural cash income for most peasants there. The
amount and the price of the paddy required to be sold are set by
the government. This paddy selling to the government is
compulsory, like the tax that peasant have to pay. Even though
there are voluntary sales to the government or sales in the
market, only 4 dan was voluntarily sold by the Gengdong villagers
in 1987. So that the major sales of agricultural products are
still in the form of the compulsory paddy sales (see Table 5.4).
Before the resource allocation in 1982, this exchange took place
between the Grain Distribution Office and the production teams.
After 1982, the functions of the production teams were reduced.
Therefore, the selling agreement is directly carried out by
each peasant household. The amount and the price of the required
paddy are set differently year by year. The selling price of one
dan of paddy grain was 12 yuan in 1982. It was raised to 16 yuan
two years later. And in 1987, the selling price was raised again,
Table 5.4 Grain sold of Gengdong, 1987





Weight of Minor Crops sold converted in term of
Paddy value
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24 yuan was given for one dan that year. In view of the rapid
increase of production costs, an adjustment was made that the
selling price of paddy was raised to 38 yuan per dan. The Daping
Grain Distribution Officer told me that since 1982, the
agricultural tax of Daping District was fixed at 1,027 dan of
paddy, while the amount of compulsory selling paddy changed
annually. In 1985, the Grain Distribution office purchased 4,950
dan of paddy grain from the district. Because it is rather a
heavy load on the peasants to sell so much paddy to the
government, the selling quota is then reduced each year. The
Grain Distribution Office totally purchased 4,000 dan of paddy
grain in 1987, 350 dan less than the year before.
Usually, the note that lists the amount of required paddy is
sent to each household before the first harvest of paddy. Both
the tax and compulsory purchase paddy is suggested to be paid
after the second harvest of paddy grain. But even if the peasant
cannot meet the demand on time, no extra payment is demanded.
Therefore, there is no fixed time for the payment and this
provides an advantage for the peasants to be able to manage their
paddy consumption in a flexible way. Usually, the peasant pays
the tax and sells the required paddy at the same time.
Because there is no fixed rate for compulsory purchase, the
proportion of it to the total production therefore changes
annually. The 47 households in Gengdong Village sold roughly 52
dan- of paddy grain to the government in 1987. Combined with the
agricultural tax, totally 76.47 dan of paddy, was given to the
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government in that year. That was 6.51 percent of the total paddy
used up.
Three out of the four aspects of paddy outlay have been
mentioned. The major one is home consumption, which accounts for
90.14 percent of total outlay. The other two are taxation and
compulsory sales, that is 2.11 and 4.40 percent of the total
outlay respectively. The final one is the seed-barter, which
accounts for the remaining 3..35 percent. But it must be
mentioned again that these percentages are only for the purposes
of providing a general image of the paddy outlay in Gengdong
Village. The exact state of paddy outlay in each household is
very diversified. This is obvious in the case of paddy seed-
exchange.
Seed Fund
Paddy seed is an essential capital input for paddy
production. There are two possible means to gain the seed now.
The Daping peasant may purchase the seed from the Agricultural
Technology Office. Or can they exchange paddy for seed there.
Because the purchase price of seed in 1987 was 2.3 yuan per n
and the selling price of paddy grain was 0.23 yuan in the same
weight, the exchange rate of paddy to seed was therefore ten to
one. If the peasants produce much more paddy than they need, they
usually use it to exchange for seed. Also, due to the shortage of
cash income, some peasants exchange paddy for seed even though
they are suffering an inadequacy of paddy. About half of the
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households in Gengdong exchange rice for seed. There were 23
households among the 47 households which used totally 63.3 dan of
paddy to exchange for paddy seed in 1987. And the other half
purchased paddy seed with cash that year. When the peasants
decide to exchange grain for seed, they send their products to
the Grain Distribution Office first, and then the officer issues
them receipts. The peasant can ask for the paddy seed in the
Agricultural Technology Office before the next planting.
We know that half the households in Gengdong have a surplus
after consumption. Here, the remaining outlay is considered and
to see whether any surplus remains. The total outlay of paddy
among these 47 households was 1,703 dan, while the total
production of paddy was 1,803 dan in 1987. Therefore, roughly 100
dan of paddy is retained. So that, a little amount of paddy can
be kept by the villagers. As we have mentioned, there is an
inequality of surplus between different households. After the
paddy given out for tax, compulsory sales and seed-barter, all
households retain less surplus. Totally, 22 households were
suffering from a shortage of paddy. That means four households
became inadequate in paddy. Eight households had a shortage of 3
to 6 dan of paddy. And three households lacked more than 12 dan
of paddy (see Table 5.2). Considering the paddy production and
its outlay among different households, we discover that even
where there is a surplus of paddy in the whole village, there is
an inequality in the distribution of this surplus.
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Minor Crop
Because of the inadequacy of paddy in some households, the
production of minor crops such as taro, sweet potato and corn
becomes more important to these households. Taking account of the
supplement of these minor crops, five out of the twenty-two
households were self-sufficient in food production. Even though
there remain seventeen households in a situation of food
inadequacy, most of them needed little help from outside (see
Table 5.3). Therefore, minor -crop cultivation is still an
important economic productive activity for the Daping peasant.
Based on these data, we can generalize the situation of
agricultural consumption that, on the whole, the paddy production
in Gengdong 'Hamlet.. can satisfy the major needs of the peasant.
However, due to the tax and the compulsory paddy sale to the
government, the villagers can keep only a small amount of the
surplus. And because of the unequal distribution of this surplus,
roughly half of the households gain more than their needs, while
the other half are suffering from shortage of paddy rice. To
those houeholds without enough paddy, minor crops such as taro,
sweet potato become important supplements. In terms of the
equivalent value of paddy, these minor crops can generally
satisfy the basic consumption needs of about half of these
households. That is even though these households cannot eat rice
at each meal, they are not at starvation point. It is quite
common to see the peasants eating sweet potato instead of rice
for lunch while they are working on the fields. Few of them
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realize that rice is inadequate because they still eat rice at
dinner. One quarter of the households are therefore near
starvation point though the supplement of minor crops partially
reduce the seriousness of their food shortage. In 1987, there
were three poor households who gained assistance from the
government because of the shortage of grain. One household was
given 30of paddy rice, while the other two received 100 and
150 in of rice. If they cannot afford to support themselves,
their compulsory paddy sales will be postponed or cancelled. If
the households have cash in hand, they may buy a little rice, 5
din is the maximum, in the Grain Distribution Office at a lower
price or purchase rice in the free market at a relatively higher
price. The price of the paddy sold in the Grain Distribution
Office was 0.4 yuan each jin, and that in the free market was 0.6
yuan each. But most household usually find assistance from
relatives. So that, the surplus of paddy is partly distributed
among the households on the basis of kin-relationship. This
redistribution of the surplus of paddy provides an insurance for
peasant basic needs in bad production years.
Animal Husbandry
The products of animal husbandry are partially transformed
from those of agriculture. Animal fodder is mainly agricultural
products. Although part of this like sweet potato is ordinary
human food, the majority is inedible. It includes husks, wild
vegetables and straw. Animal husbandry transforms these materials
into edible products. As mentioned above, the major products of
animal husbandry are cattle, swine, poultry and fish. Because of
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the availability of cattle in agricultural production, cattle are
seldom considered as a food resource. Beef is not a popular food
among Daping peasants. The major sources of meat are therefore
swine, fish and poultry.
On average, the production value of animal husbandry in a
household was 559 yuan that came from one and a half head of
swine, sixteen head of poultry and several in of fish. A mature
pig weighs around 140 j in and produces 100 jin of pork and
several tend of internal organs, and they are usually killed
during the Lunar New Year. Relatives are asked for help and they
will receive some pork as reward and gift. Roughly, half of the
pig is sold in the market place. Part of the remaining half is
given to both agnatic and cognatic kin as gifts. Finally, the
remaining part, 40 to 80 in of pork, is the major source of meat
home consumption. Some fresh pork is immediately eaten at feasts
during festivals, while, the rest is cured and stored for several
months. On average, including the pork the household buy to
consume, approximately a hundred jin of pork is consumed annually
by each household. Each consumer unit eat less than thirty jin of
pork annually. If there is a wedding feast in that year, the
peasant may produce and consume more pork. Also, pig oil is
provided by the swine.
The poultry that Daping peasants raise are seldom for
consumption. Chickens as the major product are usually for sale
or given to relatives as gifts. Some households have not eaten
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chicken for years though they raise plenty of these poultry.
Besides pork, Daping peasants also eat the fish reared in the wet
paddy field. And these become an important supplement of protein.
Also, some households eat dog meat in winter, as mentioned above.
Some products of animal husbandry are sold in the market. On
average, each household earns 145 yuan from selling pork and
poultry. That accounts for 31 percent of the total production of
animal husbandry. The remainder is for consumption and for social
expenditures.
Forestry
Forestry-derived income is of two types. One is derived from
private sales of timber (on a household basis) one is derived
from individual wages directly paid for labour. Because of the
limited sales of timber, the income of forestry is therefore
mainly from wages paid for labour. Then, the peasant can purchase
their daily necessities and capital goods by cash. Though timber
is seldom sold, it is still available to the peasant for their
house construction and furniture making. According to the
informant, 0.3 to 0.4 cubic metres of timber is needed to make a
cupboard and 4 cubic metres of timber is required in constructing
a house of normal size. Also, forestry provides firewood as a
sideline product which is a necessity for cooking and
illumination. It is rather important to the Daping peasant due to
the shortages of chemical fuels and electricity supply.
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Professional Occupation
Some households in the village derive income from
participating in professional jobs. And this income usually
accounts for a large proportion of their total income. The use of
this income is the same as that of forestry labour-wages. The
villagers purchase the necessary items for their production and
consumption. Their management of cash expenditure will be
discussed in detail. In short, we find that there is a general
pattern of economic activities among the majority of the Daping
peasant. To the Daping peasant, agricultural production is mainly
for home-consumption, whereas, their participation in forestry
and professional occupations is mainly in order to derive cash
income to purchase the capital and consumer goods that they
cannot produce or which are in short supply. While, the animal
husbandry production is for both consumption and cash earning.
Because the production of paddy cannot totally satisfy all the
demands of consumption, taxation, compulsory paddy sales and
seed-exchange, the income from other production sectors must be
partially fed into the agricultural production cycle. We can
easily find evidence of this phenomenon in their cash
expenditures.
All the four production sectors become sources of the cash
income of Daping peasant economy. Agricultural cash income
accounted for 4.68 percent of the total cash income, while that
of animal husbandry was 25.96 percent. Forestry was the major
source of cash income, that accounted for 39.19 percent, and the
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income from professional occupations amounted to 30.18 percent
(see Table 5.5). On average, each household in Gendgong Hamlet
received 671 yuan of cash income in 1987. That was 31 percent of
their total production value that year.
Table 5.5 Cash Income of Different Production Sectors
of Gengdong (47 Households), 1987
Cash Income PercentageProduction







There are five major sectors of cash expenditures in Daping.
These are capital goods, daily necessities, luxury items, human
resources investment and maintenance, and social expenditures.
The capital goods include all sorts of items that are directly
input into the production,' such as the paddy seed, chemical
fertilizers, pesticides, piglets and chickens. The daily
necessities include all sorts of items that are consumed or used
by the peasant for their daily lives. Food, clothes, and
electricity are the major items of this expenditure. The luxury
items include wine and tobacco. The classification of the luxury
items and the daily necessities here is only for the convenience
for our discussion. There is no clear-cut boundary between them,
some peasants consider tobacco and wine are their daily
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necessities. The common social expenditures mainly include outlay
on festivals and ancestor worship. The final sector includes the
expenditures of education and medical care. The proportion of
household expenditures on different sectors is drawn in Chart
5.2, and the expenditures on all these items are listed in Table
5.6.
Capital Goods
Firstly, we focus on the expenditures on capital goods.
These expenditures include purchasing paddy seed, chemical
fertilizers, pesticide and piglets. In 1987, each household in
Gengdong Hamlet spent 235 yuan on these expenditures on average.
It was 22.66 percent of the total cash expenditures. Although
some households exchange grain for seed, half of them still
purchase paddy seed for cash in the Agricultural Technology
Office. Various kinds of paddy seed are selected for the three
paddy plantings in order to achieve higher production. Therefore,
the peasant can only buy the kind of seed considered best by the
Agricultural Technology Office. Usually, four jin of paddy seed
is spread over one mu of wet field. Since each household only
holds a limited area of wet fields, only small amount of paddy
seed is purchased by each household. Because of the high yields
needed and the importance of paddy production, expenditures on
purchasing paddy are essential. On average, each household spent
25 yuan (with a standard deviation of 30) on buying paddy seed,
which was 10.6 percent of the expenditure on economic












Chart 5.2 Cash Expenditures of Household in Gendona. 1987
Table 5.6 Household's Cash Expenditures In Genadong 1987
Items Moan Std.
Capital goods (yuan) 235 107Paddy sood (yuan) 25 30Fertilizer (Yuan) 125 51Pesticide (Yuan) 14 9Piglet (Yuan) 75 47
Daily necessities (yuan) 290 218Electricity (Yuan) 14 12Clothes (Yuan) 132 91Oil (yuan) 71 69Salt (yuan) 18 5Fowl (Yuan) 2 5Pork (Yuan) 42 62Bean curd (yuan) 13 21
Luxury Items (yuan) 215 162Tobacco (yuan) 75 84Wine (yuan) 139 109
Human resource maintenance (yuan) 146 147Education (Yuan) 57 63Medicine (yuan) 89 139
Ritual expenditure (yuan) 151 58
TOTAL EXPENDITURE (yuan 1037 492
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households in Gengdong exchanged paddy grain for seed, therefore
the average expenditure on paddy seed purchases was 50 yuan for
those households buying rather than exchanging paddy seed for
grain. The value of the grain given in exchange for seed was
approximately the same as the value of cash payments for seed by
the other households.
Purchasing chemical fertilizers is the largest expenditure
in this sector. We find that all peasants in Gengdong do buy the
chemical fertilizers. These fertilizers including urea,
nitrogenous fertilizer, potash fertilizer and phosphatic manure.
All these items are only sold in the Supply and Marketing
Cooperative. This means that these productive items are
monopolized by the government, even though the Supply and
Marketing Cooperative claims itself to be a Collective and is
administered by itself. Because of the large extent of inflation
since mid-1987, the price of these fertilizers has raised
rapidly. That of urea went up from 22 yuan each dan in 1986 to 38
Yuan each dan in 1987. The tendency of inflation is continuing,
and the price had gone up to 66 yuan each dan in 1988. The price
of phosphatic manure was 9 yuan per dan in 1986, and increased to
14.5 Yuan per jin in 1987. The price of potash fertilizer was 10
yuan each dan in 1986, but 19 yuan one year later. Because the
wet fields are being over exploitated, the input of chemical
fertilizers is essential. Normally, thirty to thirty five yuan of
these chemical fertilizers are needed for each mu of wet field at
each cultivation. On average, 125 yuan was spent on purchasing
chemical fertilizers by each household (mean= 125, standard
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deviation= 51). That was more than half of the total expenditure
on this sector.
The amount of pesticides used in paddy cultivation depends
on the situation. The pesticide that Daping peasant usually use
costs 2.4 yuan perj in and is also sold in the Supply and
Marketing Cooperative. On average, each household spent 14 yuan
on purchasing pesticide (mean= 14, standard= 9). That was 5.9
percent of the expenditure on capital goods.
Inputs into agricultural production accounted for 69.8
percent of the total expenditures on purchasing capital goods.
The remaining 30.2 percent was used for buying piglets. On
average, each household spent 71 yuan on purchasing piglets in
the market. That is the major expenditure on animal husbandry.
Besides, around one yuan was spent on the prevention of animal
diseases. Though it costs little, it is very necessary in the
production of animal husbandry.
Compared with agriculture and animal husbandry, forestry
production seldom requires cash investment. The major input
required is only labour. Few forestry tools are needed. Saws, as
the main forestry tool which I observed, are seldom replaced.
Therefore, no cash expenditures are directly needed in forestry
production. Here we discover an interesting feature of the flows
of subsistence goods and cash between agriculture and forestry in
Daping. Agricultural production mainly produces subsistence
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goods. Few of these products are sold and get into the cash flow.
But the agricultural reproduction there is largely dependent on
the cash income from other production sectors. The surplus in
agriculture in Daping cannot satisfy the need of paddy seeds, the
chemical fertilizers and pesticides that are required for
agricultural reproduction. Therefore, these agricultural
productive items are purchased by cash that is earned mainly from
forestry. On the other hand, the peasant derives a cash income
from forestry, but none of this cash flows back into the
reproduction of forestry. In short, there is a cash flow from
forestry to agriculture, a subsistence flow from agriculture to
the household and a labour flow from the household to forestry.
And this may be considered as one of the major economic cycles in
the Daping household economy. All these three sectors mutually
depend on each other. The household puts its surplus labour into
forestry and earns cash for the purchase of the necessary
agricultural capital goods. Without the input of these capital
goods, the reproduction of agriculture could not be carried on,
and no agricultural products could be produced to support the
labourers.
The analysis of the inputs and outputs of animal husbandry
also provides clues to understand the position of animal
husbandry. In Gengdong, the average household production value of
animal husbandry was 521 yuan, of which 174 yuan of cash was
gained by selling part of these products. Whereas, only 71 Yuan
was invested in the reproduction of animal husbandry. The net
income and net profits from animal husbandry are more than
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sufficient for its own reproduction. So the cash input into the
reproduction of animal husbandry shows no structural relationship
between the reproduction of animal husbandry and the availability
of cash. The major input invested in animal husbandry is not
cash, but food stuff s derived from agriculture. Animal husbandry
thus, may be considered a reserve and transformational sector of
agriculture for the animals raised produce meat after their
consumption of both edible and inedible agricultural products.
That the products of animal husbandry are sold in the market and
involved in the cash flow is due to the need of purchasing
capital goods for other economic productive activities, or
consumer goods for household consumption.
The position of the remaining production sector,
professional occupations, is similar to that of forestry to some
extent. As in forestry, the villagers derive wages from
participating in professional jobs. The income from professional
occupations thus can be invested in the reproduction of
agriculture and get into the same cycle mentioned above. But
there is a major difference between the income from forestry and
that from professional occupations. The peasants derive wages
from selling their physical labour in the former, while gain a
salary from technical skill and mental labour in the latter.
Moreover, investment in the latter is usually higher than that in
the former. Furthermore, the investment or the maintenance of
professional occupations requires cash. That a higher level of
education is usually required in professional jobs implies that
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cash investments, such as school fees, are involved in such
work. Instead of mainly physical labour inputs, both cash and
labour inputs are required in this production sector.
Daily Necessities
Among the five major expenditure sectors, that concerned
with purchasing capital goods is the second largest sector.
Whereas, the largest one is formed by the expenditures on daily
necessities. In Gengdong Village, the former occupied 22.66
percent of the total cash expenditures, while the latter was
27.96 percent of the whole, 13,630 yuan, in 1987. On average,
each household spent 290 yuan on daily necessities that year. The
major items of daily necessities that we consider here include
electricity, oil, salt, pork, fowls, beancurds, clothes and
shoes.
Although there is a rich hydraulic resource for electricity
generation in Daping, its development was quite recent. The
hydropower stations were set up during the period of the
People's Commune. And the network of electricity supply was under
the control of Daping Production Bridage. Now, it is still
considered the public property of villages under the
administration of Daping Village Government.
In the headquarters of Daping District, electricity is
supplied all day long, while that supplied to the villages is
limited to several hours at night. Because the production of
electricity mainly depends on the current flow, much hydropower
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is produced during the rainy season and less in the dry season.
So that the electricity supply period in the summer is longer
than that in the winter. Normally, the hours when electricity is
available are from 7:30 p.m. to 12:00 p.m. in summer, while in
the winter there is only one hour from 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
As there are only few electric instruments in the
households, the main function of electricity is therefore for
illumination. At a rough count, two lower-voltage electric
lightbulbs are hung in each house. One is in the main room and
the other is in the bedroom. In some relatively rich households,
besides lightbulbs, they have electric cookers and radio sets. On
average, each household spent 14 yuan on electricity consumption
(mean= 14, std.= 12). The expenditure on electricity was 4.8
percent of the total expenditures on the daily necessities.
Another item of cash expenditure on daily necessities is for
oil. Though the pigs that the peasants raise produce animal oil
and the peanuts that they plant produce flora oil for the
household, this is not adequate for their home-consumption. Oil
must be bought outside the household. The price of pig oil was
1.6 Yuan each in, and the price of peanut oil was 1 yuan more
than that in 1987. Because of the limited household cash income,
the peasants usually buy and consume pig oil. Pig fat is bought
from the butcher in the market place. After being boiled in the
large pot, it is extracted and stored in the kitchen. On average,
=each household in Gengdong spent 71 yuan on oil in 1987 (mean
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71, std.= 69). This is 24.48 percent of the cash expenditures in
this sector. Apart from the expenditure on clothes and shoes, it
is the next major item in this sector. Because of the inadequacy
of oil production, the agricultural tax due to oil is usually
replaced by cash payment.
As a condiment, salt is a necessary mineral that we need for
maintaining our lives. The Daping Yao peasant cannot produce salt
for themselves. Therefore, they must gain the salt from salt
sellers in the market place. There are records in the historical
Qing dynasty document, shaozhau fuzhi, which mentioned that the
Yao people traditionally exchanged their products for rice and
salt with the Han people (Wang 1986). Here we also see the ethnic
relationship between Yao and Han is partially bonded by
marketing. In traditional China, salt was an expensive commodity
because it was heavily taxed. But it only costs 0.5 yuan per in
now. On average, each household spent 18 yuan on salt in 1987
(mean= 18) std.= 5). This was 6.2 percent of its total
expenditures on daily necessities.
The least cash expenditure in this sector is that on fowls.
Most peasants raise poultry for sale and usually have a stock in
the household. Also because the peasants seldom consume poultry,
they have no need to purchase fowls. Therefore, statistically,
each household in Gengdong spent 2 yuan on fowls in 1987 (mean=
2, std.= 5). This is only 0.69 percent of the total cash
expenditures in this sector.
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Compared with fowls, the cash expenditure on pork is
relatively higher. Since the Daping peasants also raise swine for
sale and consumption, this partially satisfies the desire for
pork-eating. We saw pork cured for conservation and hung in the
kitchen for long periods in those households which only sold part
of their annual pork products. Therefore, the peasants generally
need not buy pork from the butcher when they have to cook pork to
eat. Also, by some households, pork is considered a luxury item
and is eaten only during feasts at feativals. The average daily
cash expenditure on pork was 42 yuan with a standard deviation of
62 yuan in each household in Gengdong. This was 14.48 percent of
this sector. Roughly, 17 J M of pork was bought. Sometimes, it is
bought in the periodical market in Dabao and Sanjiang. Most
frequently, the Daping villagers purchase pork from the butcher
who sells pork in the privately owned store in the headquarters
in Daping District.
Although we cannot accurately calculate the exact amount of
protein the Daping peasant absorbs from meat, there is no doubt
that it is little when we take into account of the little meat
and fish that they eat. To the Daping Yao peasant, soya bean
becomes one of the major sources of protein. The fried beancurd
is also a favourite food of the Daping Yao. It cost 0.8 yuan each
jin in 1987. In the headquarters of Daping District, the only
food-processing workshop is the one making beancurds. Besides the
butcher, a hawker who sells fried beancurd is usually seen there.
On average, each household in Gengdong spent 13 yuan on beancurds
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in 1987 (mean= 13, std.= 21). This was 4.14 percent of the
total cash expenditures in this sector.
The largest expenditure in this sector is the expenditure on
clothes and shoes. The Yao women are famous for their skills of
embroidery and clothes making, but the cloth and string that they
use are all bought from the market. Today, mainly Yao women wear
their traditional dress, while most men and children have changed
to the Han style of clothes. Instead of cloth, ready-made clothes
are often purchased. Also, the peasants buy their shoes from the
market. According to informants, roughly one suit of clothes and
a pair of shoes are bought for each household member annually. On
average, each household spent 132 yuan on chothes and shoes in
1987 (mean= 132, std.= 91). This was 45.52 percent of total
cash expenditures in this sector. The clothes are always shared
with household members. The children's dress may be passed to
their siblings.
Considering all these items of daily necessites, we find
that wages and production exchange are essential to the peasant
life, for there are some items that the peasants cannot produce
by themselves. Even though the peasant spends the largest
proportion of their cash expenditure on their daily necessities,
several items, such as clothes and fowls, are still scarce.
Therefore, it seems obvious when we compare the cash expenditures
on daily necessities and that on luxury items, the latter
occupies quite a large proportion.
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Luxury Items
There are only two items considered as luxury items here.
These are tobacco and wine. In 1987, the 47 households- totally
spent 10,105 yuan on these luxury items. this was 20.73 percent
of the total cash expenditure. On average, each household spent
215 yuan on luxury items. This is only 20 yuan less than the cash
expenditure on economic reproduction.
In Daping, only males smoke. Some of them start to smoke
when they are fourteen or fifteen. I was asked for a cigarette by
a boy who is about twelve. Tobacco-leaf smoking is more popular
than cigarette smoking in Daping. The reason may be that tobacco
leaf is cheaper than cigarettes. A pack of China-made cigarette
costs two to three yuan, equivalent to a jin of the tobacco that
they usually smoke. The suggested reason given by the smokers is
that the taste of tobacco leaf is better than that of cigarettes.
On average, each household spent 75 yuan on tobacco in 1987 (mean
= 75, std.= 84). This was 34.88 percent of the cash expenditures
on the luxury items.
The remaining 65.12 percent of the cash expenditures in this
sector is that spent on wine. This item cost each household in
Gengdong 140 yuan on average in 1987 (mean= 139, std.= 109).
Wine expenditure is the largest item of cash outlay of all the
single items in any sector. Unlike tobacco, some women also drink
wine, even though it is not so popular. The wine is made from
rice.. Three people live in Gengdong who know how to make wine.
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The households with a surplus of rice usually employ wine-makers
to make wine out of it for them. A jin of rice makes three j in of
rice wine. The maker can keep some of this wine and the sediment.
The Daping Yao are so fond of wine-drinking that they drink at
each meal. Usually, the wine is heated before drinking. More than
a in of wine is drunk each day. If there is a guest or a kin
assembly, more wine will be drunk. As mentioned above, the
surplus of rice in household is limited, therefore most wine
drinkers have to purchase wine in the market. The price of this
wine was 0.3 to 0.4 yuan each min, while purchased liquor roughly
cost 1.6 yuan each jin in 1987. But the latter is seldom bought
by the peasants,
K. Y. Lin in his article, The Economics of Yao Life
(1939), maintained that The standard of living of the Yao
people is very low, on a subsistence level. They have almost no
luxuries, no unnecessary or extravagent expenses (Lin 1939:
418). But their expenditures on tobacco and wine are so much that
we wonder whether Lin's statement is true, or the economic
situation has changed in these several ten years.
Although tobacco and wine are not necessary for survival,
they are the items that people easily get into the habit of.
Therefore, some of these tobacco smokers and wine drinkers may
consider they are necessities. Also, we saw that the Daping Yao
always invite others to smoke and drink. The consumption of these
luxuries then have a social function in that the sharing of
luxuries symbolizes mutual relations with others. As the above
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mentioned, economic cooperation is usually maintained between
households with mutual kin-relationships. Therefore, the tobacco
and wine may sometimes be considered as social necessities for
maintaining economic relations. Nevertheless, this may not be a
conscious consideration. To those smokers and drinkers, to drink
and smoke may be for no other reason than that they are fond of
tobacco and wine. The functions of these luxury items and the
decision making on the expenditures on them will be an
interesting subject for further studies.
Human Resource Investment and Maintenance
The fourth major sector of cash expenditures is the human
resource investment and maintenance. There are mainly two items
under this category. One is the expenditure on education, while
the other is that on medical care. The latter includes the
expenditure on modern medicines and on traditional methods. The
traditional method is performed by the priests, xianshenggong,
who also play the role of medicine men (Lee 1939: 365 Wang
1939: 403-4). In Gengdong, the total expenditure on this sector
including medical and educational expenses for each household was
146 yuan on average in 1987. It was 14.08 percent of the total
cash expenditure. Among all the major sectors, this accounted for
the least expenditure.
In 1987, the total cash expenditure on education of the 47
households was 2,679 Yuan. This was 39.04 percent of the cash
expenditures in this sector. On average, each household spent 57
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yuan on education (mean= 57, std.= 63). Because of the various
age structures of each household, the numbers of children who are
in school among different households are largely diversified.
Therefore, there is a large deviation of cash expenditure on
education between households. Among the 47 households, 14
households had no such expenditure. While, 12 households spent
more than a hundred yuan. The highest payment on education was
260 yuan that occupied 21.26 percent of the total cash
expenditures in one household.
The tuition fee is set according to the academic year.
Higher payment is required for the higher academic years. The
text books and stationery have to be purchased by the parents. On
average, each primary student spends 27 to 30 yuan annually. In
Gengdong, there is a primary school that offers primary one and
primary two courses for the children in the village. The primary
three to primary six courses are only offered in the Daping
Central Primary School close to the headquarters of Daping
District. In Daping Village, there is no secondary school.
Therefore, the children have to go to the only secondary school
in Junliao Village. Or the higher grade students can study in the
secondary school in Sanjiang town. Due to the long distance from
home to school, mostly all secondary school students live in the
dormitory in the school. Their expenditure is higher than that in
primary schools. Roughly, at least a hundred yuan is required for
the expenditure on secondary school education annually. Because
of the huge expenditure on secondary school education, few
teenagers in Daping complete such education. But if they do, they
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will have more chances to participate in some professional
occupation and get a more comfortable life in future. Therefore,
the rich villagers are still willing to send their children to
receive higher education.
The first item in this sector is considered a human
resource investment, while the second item may be considered
mainly for human resource maintenance. Owing to the poor living
environment, the Daping peasants-often suffer from various kinds
of diseases. And cures are very costly. If the patient gets a
serious disease, the household may not be able to afford the huge
costs of treatment. Therefore, it must borrow money from
relatives or from the Credit Cooperative. On average, each
household spent 89 yuan on medical treatment in 1987 (mean= 89,
std.= 139). This was 60.96 percent of the total cash
expenditure. There was also a large variation of such expenditure
between different households. Eight households had no medical
expenses. While, 6 households paid more than 200 Yuan for medical
treatment, of which one household had spent 550 yuan and one had
spent 600 Yuan that year. The total cash expenditure was 1,406
yuan in the household that spent 550 yuan on medical treatment.
This means that the expenditure on medical treatment accounted
for roughly 40 percent of its total cash expenditure. And the
illness of one household member greatly increased the debt that
this household bore. We find that medical treatment is one of the
major reasons for borrowing money. Four out of the total fifteen
known money borrowing cases were for medical treatment, and the
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amount of money borrowed for medical expenses in these four cases
accounted for 28.77 percent of the total amount of known debts
among all fifteen indebted households.
Two kinds of medical treatment are practised in Daping area.
One is based on the knowledge of modern medicine, while the other
is derived from Yao traditional religion. The former is provided
by the government and the latter is carried out by the priests,
xianshenggong, who live in other villages.
A clinic is established in the headquarters of Daping
District. Two professional nursing staff stay there. When the
peasants are sick, they can go to the hospital and ask for
diagnosis. The staff diagnose the diseases based on their
knowledge in both traditional Han medicine and the western
medicine. Usually, the pills are given to the patients and they
are allowed to go back home when their illnesses are not serious.
If the patients are suffering from serious illness, they will
stay in the clinic in order to receive a long period of
treatment. Moreover, clients are sent to the well-equipped
hospital in Sanjiang Town when the staff consider the medicine
and instruments in Daping clinic are inadequate.
Payments on medical treatment are mainly for the costs of
the medicine. We can only generalize that the cash expenditure on
medical treatment is largely diversified between households. And
usually long-period and the seriousness of illnesses can cause
much expenditure.
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The other treatment is practised by the priest. According to
informants, they will ask for help from the priests when the
treatment provided by the government seems useless. The priest is
invited to perform a religious ritual in order to exorcize the
ghosts that make patients ill. Traditionally, Yao believed that
the ghosts cause human illness, so that the ritual of exorcism of
ghosts was performed (Wang 1939:402). Today, they still do so and
the process is rather the same as that performed in the past. In
the ritual, burning paper, wine, rice and a sacrificed chicken
are needed. If the clients are still in trouble after the first
ritual, it is considered the sacrifice is insufficient and more
rituals will be performed.
Analyzing the expenditures on the items of education and
medical treatment, we can generalize two points in this sector.
The first one is that there is a large difference of cash
expenditures on these items between each household. The second
one is that such expenditures, especially those for medical
treatment, are usually unforeseen. This may prove a heavy burden
on some households and involve these households deeply in a debt
crisis.
Social Expenditures
The final major sector of cash expenditure is that concerned
with festival expenditures. Generally speaking, social
expenditures include all the expenditures for the establishment
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and maintenance of social relationships, that is the same as the
ceremonial fund defined by E.R. Wolf (1983, c.f. 1966). As we
mentioned in the section on the expenditure on luxuries, social
expenditures are often hidden. Therefore, here we are mainly
concerned with the expenditures on festivals and ancestor
worships for they are obviously mainly social rather than
economic. But, even though these activities are mainly social,
they also have the latent functions of fulfilling economic needs.
In Gengdong, the average cash expenditure in this sector for
each household was 151 Yuan in 1987. This was 14.56 percent of
the total cash expenditure. The average expenditures on ancestor
worship and festivals were 31 and 120 yuan respectively.
It is a tradition that the Daping Yao worship their
ancestors and clear their tombs during the Pure Brightness (the
5th solar season). This is known as Gua Chi among the Yao
tribes (Choy 1986:19). All the lineage members come together and
prepare the offering. Usually, spirit paper, ghost-money, pork,
beancurd and wine are purchased and prepared. According to the
informants, the costs of these items are equally shared by all
the members in that lineage. Therefore, the larger household
would pay more than the small household. In Gengdong, most
villagers are of the lineage of Luobai. Although all the
ancestors who belong to the Luobai lineage are claimed to be
worshipped, the deceased without living descendants are sometimes
neglected. In this lineage, roughly thirty ancestors' tombs are
known and annually cleared. After the preparation of the
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offering, the members leave for the mountains. Because most of
the graves are widely scattered in the mountains and the forests,
the ancestral worship lasted for several days. Finally,_ there is
a feast and the food for offering is consumed by the lineage
members.
The other major item is the festival expenditures. In Yao
tradition, there were six festival days of the year. According to
W.C. Wang (1939), the Yao festival days were derived from the Han
calendar. They are the New Year's day, the third day of the third
month, the sixth day of the sixth month, the seventh day of the
seventh month, the twenty-fifth day of the eighth month and the
sixteenth day of the tenth month. There was a ceremony in a
temple during these festivals (Wang 1939:398). But the fifth
festival seems to no longer exist in Daping, also there is no
temple at all. In the festivals, better dishes are prepared.
Like in the past, wine, pork and beancurds are purchased for
consumption. The ancestors are also offered wine inside houses.
The close agnatic kin congregate and eat at the same table. On
average, each household in Gengdong spent 120 yuan on festivals
in 1987 (mean= 120, std.= 54.85). This was 79.47 percent of the
expenditure on social activities. Besides the ancestor worship
and festivals, some special ceremonies, such as weddings, also
cost a great amount. But because of the infrequency of such
special ceremonies, the annual expenditure on these will not be
taken into account in this sector. The details of these will be
described in next chapter.
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After describing each main sector of cash expenditure, here
we try to combine these five sectors as a whole and to generalize
the overall cash expenditure pattern among Yao households. The
proportion of each sector to the whole has been shown in the pie
chart 5.2. We find that the cash expenditures on capital goods,
daily necessities and luxury items account the major sectors of
cash expenditure, among which that on daily necessities is the
largest. If we consider that the expenditures on capital goods
and on human resource investment and maintenance both concern
production, while the other three mainly concern consumption, the
peasant management of their cash expenditure is clear. 36.74
percent of total cash outlay is on production, while the
remaining 63.26 percent of total cash expenditure is on
consumption. Taking the subsistence sector, largely concerned
with paddy production and consumption, into account, we discover
that the capital investment in reproduction of the production
cycle is rather little compared with the great amount of money
spent on consumption. Correlation tests have been undertaken
between household cash income and its expenditure on each major
sector. The data are listed in Table 5.7. The findings are
coherent with the above conclusion. We find that there are
obvious correlations between cash income and the daily
necessities expenditure (R squared= 0.56), between cash income
and luxuries expenditures (R squared= 0.49), and between cash
income and social expenditures (R squared= 0.43). But there are
less correlations between cash income and capital good
expenditure (R squared= 0.02), and between cash income and human
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Table 5.7 Cash Income and Expenditures of Gongdong,1987
Education & FestivalHousehold Total Cash Production Daily CashLuxury
NetIncomeNo. Expenditure Goods Necessities Items Medical Care Expenditures (yuan) (yuan)(yuan) (yuan) (yuan)(yuan) (yuan) (yuan)
-966440150214 215 260 56714061
-6092148510233 280823 2152









































Thosehouseholdwithout sufficient information such as 23, 27, 34 are
not taken Into account
The correlation betwoen-cashIncomeand expenditure:
R-sq. = 0.608R = 0.78
The correlation betweencash Incomeand expenditure on capital goods:
R-sq. = 0.04 R = 0.14
The correlation betweencash Incomeand expenditure on daily necessities:
R-sq. = 0.56 R = 0.75
The correlation betweencash Incomeand expenditure on luxury Items:
R-sq. = 0.49 R = 0.7
The correlation betweencash Incomeand expenditure on education and mediclal care:
R-sq. = 0.11 R = 0.33
The correlation betweencash Incomeand expenditure on festivals:
R-sq. = 0.43 R = 0.66
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resource maintenance and investment (R squared= 0.11). The
statistical implication is if a household attains more cash
income, it will tend to spend it on consumption items rather than
production items. This fits the results of my general interviews,
when I asked what the peasant wanted to attain when they had much
money and the common answer was to eat better or to make the
living conditions better. But none of them try to improve their
production conditions. The lower input of investment in
production reflects the basic principle of peasant life that is
their major consideration is for consumption rather than
production, and their activities are socially oriented rather
than economically oriented.
Considering the relationship between cash income and cash
expenditure, the first remarkable finding concerns the average of
expenditure. In Gengdong, the average household cash expenditure
was 1,037 yuan in 1987, while the average household cash income
was only 671 yuan. Thus, each household spent 366 yuan more than
it received. Among the 47 households, only 4 of them had a
surplus of cash in 1987. Besides this, we find that there is a
strong correlation between the cash income and cash expenditure
(R squared= 0.683). There are two possible inferences that we
can draw from this statistical correlation. The first one is that
when a household earns more money, it tends to spend more money,
while the second one is just the converse. Because of the large
cash expenditure of the household, the labourers in it have to
earn-more money. But most of them cannot successfully cover their
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expenditures. For those households participating in professional
jobs, the former seems to be more reasonable while for the
majority, the latter seems more available. Eleven out of the
fifteen known cases of debt in Gengdong were due to the need of
purchasing capital goods and daily necessities. Nevertheless,
these two inferences are not necessarily in contradiction with
each other. Also, these two inferences may be considered the two
sides of a cone. They can form a cycle in which once the peasant
is involved, he cannot escape from the cycle. According to the
accountant of the bank in Daping, more than two hundred thousand
yuan had been lent to the peasants that year. Here, we see the
indivisible linkage between peasant households and the debt
system.
Exchange
From the economic point of view, K. Polanyi (1957)
considered reciprocal exchange, redistributive exchange and
market exchange these three kinds of exchange were the basic
forces to integrate a society (Xu 1974:77, cf. Polanyi 1957). His
fellows Bohannan and Dalton concerned with market system, and
classified economy into three categories. These were marketless
economy, market-dominated economy and peripheral market economy
(Xu 1974:77, cf. Bohannan Dalton 1962). Peasant economy is
significantly a kind of peripheral market economy. A prime
characteristic of peasant economy is that some basic productive
items, such as agricultural tools and land, are marketable.
Because peasant households in Daping can produce all the items in
need, they must therefore exchange their surplus products for
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other necessities or have to purchase such things for cash. But
the structure of peasant economy in socialist society has a point
that is different from that in a capitalist society. This mainly
due to the government control and its monopolies on certain
commodities. Two major categories of market exchanges are
practiced by the Daping Yao peasants. One is the free market
exchange, while the other is the state market exchange. In this
section, we first concern with those free market exchange
activities of Daping peasants. The exchange in the state market
will be discussed in next section. After the descriptions of
these two kinds of market exchanges, we shall consider how these
two kinds of market exchanges influence the Daping peasant
economy.
Free Market Exchanges
According to C.Z. Wong and Y.N. Lu's intensive study on the
exchange activities in Northern Guangdong, there has been a long
history of economic exchange between the Yao and the Han Chinese.
The Yao peasants exchanged their handicrafts like bamboowork for
salt and rice in markets (Wong Lu 1986:413). Focusing on the
exchange activities in market, what we see today is quite similar
to that before the founding of the PRC. The general situation of
•Yao marketing activities before 1949 was described in K.Y. Lin's
The Economics of Yao Life (1939). He stated,
Intra-communal exchange is rare among the Yao
people, since they all produce more or less
the same products. However, there are some
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transactions of exchange of products among
themselves when one is in need of a certain
kind of product.... Intra-communal exchange
among the Yao and the immigrated Han trader
deserves mention.... Extra-communal exchange
occurs between different Pai and between the
Pai and Sanjiang. Exchange is effected by
individual transactions and the market.... The
market is held on the fourth, the ninth, the
fourteenth, the nineteenth, the twenty-fourth,
and the twenty-ninth of every moon. The Yao
usually sell the products to the market, while
some of the poor buy the products from the
market (Lin 1939: 414).
However, during the period of People's Communes (1958- 1982),
free market exchanges were restricted. The exchanges of
subsistence goods were mainly carried out according to the
guidelines of the central plan. All sales of surplus products
were to the government. Because the items of production among
various households within village, or production team, were still
roughly the same as before, the intra-communal exchanges were
therefore as little as in the past. But the traditional free
market exchanges by individual transactions and the market were
hidden.
Close to the end of the period of People's Communes, free
markets were officially allowed to function again in order to
maintain the continuous growth of privatized economy. About 3,170
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market places were opened in Guangdong Province (Liu 1988:5 cf.
Economic Report 1980:30). Today, the traditional patterns seem to
be returning in Liannan County. There are two periodical markets
(hui) in Liannai County. They are Sanjiang Market in Sanjiang
Town and Zhaigang Market in the headquarters of Zhaigang
District. Sanjiang Market mainly absorbs the surplus of
agricultural products from the northern part of Liannan County,
while Zhaigang Market does the same in the south. Therefore, the
Daping villagers who live in the northern part of the county
seldom visit Zhaigang Market. There are four periodical markets
surrounding Daping at distances of several tens of kilometres.
Sanjiang Market, which is 28 kilometres northeast of Daping, is
in Liannan County, while the other three are all located in
Lianshan County. They are Dabao Market which is roughly 13
kilometres north of Daping, Jitian Market which is 30 kilometres
southwest of Daping and Yonghuo Market which is farther than 30
kilometres west of Daping. These four neighbouring markets have
alternately different schedules: 3-6-9 for the Sanjiang Market,
2-7 for the Dabao Market, 4-9 for the Jitian, 1-6 for the Yonghuo
Market. This is consistent with Skinner's research on the
marketing system in rural China which showed that the
distribution of periodical market schedules is designed to
minimize conflict between neighbouring markets (Skinner 1964).
Skinner considered that the implementation of periodical
markets fitted the peasant economy in China. He claimed that most
villages in China were poor and the peasants therefore minimized
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their consumption. Because the peasants produced most
necessities, they did not need to visit market frequently. The
purchasing power of those peasants in a small area could not
support a permanent rural market, so that the system of
periodical markets was implemented. Moveover, he said that the
scale and frequency of a periodical market is determined by the
distances from neighbouring villages to the market (ibid.). This
implies that the transportation system may be one of the major
factors determining the functions of periodical markets.
Skinner's generalization is consistent with my findings in the
Liannan area. Located in the transportation centre of Liannan
County, Sanjiang periodical market is the largest market place in
that area with the highest frequency.
Although Sanjiang periodical market is the largest market
place in Liannan County, Daping peasants usually visit Dabao
market in Lianshan County. This is because Daping is more close
to the Dabao periodical market than to the Sanjiang market. The
Daping peasants may go to Dabao market place on foot and save 0.9
yuan in bus fee from Daping to Sanjiang per capita. Moveover,
most commodities in Dabao market place are cheaper than those in
Sanjiang. Therefore, most Daping peasants prefer to visit Dabao
and purchase necessities there. They visit Sanjiang market place
only when they are sure that Dabao market place does not have
those commodities needed or when they have other business in
Sanjiang Town.
Z.C. Yang has made a comparison of exchange items between
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the Yao and the Han Chinese before 1949 and generalized some
formulas (Wong Lu 1986:416). These were,
1. Agricultural products Yao's= Yao's (self-maintence)
2. Natural products Yao's Hans (export)
3. Handicrafts and Yao's Han's (import)
industrial products
Yang here classified all exchange materials into three
categories, agricultural, natural, and handicraft and industrial
products. He concluded that the agricultural products produced by
the Yao peasants are sufficient for their self-consumption.
Therefore, exchanges of agricultural products between the Yao and
the Han Chinese seldom occurred. Whereas, because the Yao
produced more natural products, especially mountainous products,
than they needed, they exported these products and exchanged them
for the handicrafts and industrial products that they could not
produce by themselves (ibid.). Yang's analysis has provided us a
general picture of the Yao economic exchanges with the larger
society. But his classification is not sufficient to analyse
today's situation for it cannot make a clear distinction between
the two implemented exchange markets. Therefore, my own
classificatory system is used to analyse the Yao market
exchanges.
Selling
As mentioned above, the Daping peasants sell their timber,
animal husbandry products and surplus from agricultural products
in the market. Meanwhile, they also purchase production goods,
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daily necessities and luxury items there. Following the flows of
these materials, we shall find that there is a significant
difference of material distribution between the free market and
the state market. Figure 5.1 and 5.2 show the situation of
exchange of the Daping Yao peasant in the free market and the
state market respectively.
As the surplus that the peasant households retain after
their selling of certain products in the state market is small,
few products are on sale in the periodical market. The peasants
mainly sell pork, poultry and some minor crops in the markets. In
Gengdong Village, each household gained 179.06 yuan by selling
their products in the free market on average in 1987. This
accounted for 26.12 percent of their total cash income that year.
Income from pork-selling, 145.11 yuan, was the major source of
market revenue for these households. This accounted for 81.04
percent of the total income from selling in the free market.
Besides, each household earned 28.94 yuan by selling poultry in
market places. This in turn accounted for 16.16 percent. However,
these households seldom sold fish or grain like corn in the
market place. On average, each household earned 4.83 yuan and
0.19 yuan by selling grain and fish in 1987 respectively. These
accounted for 2.70 percent and 0.11 percent respectively (see
Table 5.8).
Purchase
Not only do the peasants sell their products in the market

















































































































































































Table 5.8 Selling of Household's. Products through
Periodical Markets, Gengdong, 1987






produce by themselves. In this section, we focus on the purchase
of those commodities and services among the five major sectors of
cash expenditure.
Among all kinds of capital goods that the Daping peasants
purchase, piglets are the only item bought in the market place
annually. On average, each household in Gengdong spent 73.4 yuan
on piglets in 1987. This accounted for 31.26 percent of the total
expenditure on capital goods (see Table 5.6). Besides piglets,
peasants also buy steel agricultural tools in the market place.
Although these tools are on sale in the Supply and Marketing
Cooperatives, peasants seldom purchase these commodities in the
State-run market because these commodities in the market place
are usually cheaper than these in the State market. However,
since these durable tools can be used for years, the peasants
therefore need not purchase these tools annually.
Compared with the capital i:oods, more cash is spent on daily
necessities in the free market. Clothes, shoes, pork, fowls, oil
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and beancurd are bought in the free market. Totally, each
household in Gengdong spent 257.9 yuan on these daily necessities
in the market place in 1987 on average. This accounted for 88.99
percent of the total expenditure on daily necessities (see Table
5.9). And this was the largest expenditure of the Daping
peasants.
Table 5.9 Free Market and State Market Expenditures of
Gengdong Peasant Household, 1987
Free Market State Market TOTAL
Major Sectors
Yuan yuai
Capital Goods 73.4 31.26 161.4 68.74 234.8
Daily Necessities 257.9 88.99 289.811.0131.9
214.6 100.00 214.6Luxury Items 0 0.00
151151.0 100.00 0 0.00Ritual Expenditure
146Human Resource Maintenance 109.5 75.0036.5 25.00
Investment
1036.E733.4 302.8TOTAL
On average, each household in Gengdong spent 214.6 yuan on
wine and tobacco. All these luxury items are purchased in the
market place. Therefore, the household's expenditure on luxury
items is hundred percent through the free market.
Similarly to the luxury items, Daping villagers purchase all
the necessities of religious and ritual ceremonies in the market
place. On average, each household in Gengdong spent 151 yuan on
ritual expenditure in 1987.
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The last sector of cash expenditure is that of human
resource maintenance and investment. This includes the
expenditures on medical care and education. When the Daping
peasants are sick, they usually consult the staff in the clinic.
The payment for medicine therefore plays a part in the State
market. But they sometimes would invite xianshengong to perform
rituals and a lot of these ritual offerings are purchased in the
market place. The major part of educational expenditure is the
tuition fee, while some money is spent on stationery. The tuition
fee is paid to the government but the stationery is usually
bought in privately-owned store or the market place. Roughly,
each household in Gengdong spent 36 yuan in the free market in
this sector. This accounted for one quarter of the total
expenditure in this sector.
Statistically, 733 yuan was spent in the free market by each
household in Gengdong in 1987. This accounted for 70.78 percent
of the total cash expenditure that year (see Table 5.9).
According to this result, we find that the free market play an
important part in the peasant economic exchanges. However, when
we analyse the expenditures in each sector in detail, we will
realize that exchange in the state market still occupies an
important position in Daping peasant economy.
Here it must be emphasized that besides the periodical
markets, the free market exchanges are also carried out by the
Han peddlers who visit villages for trading. I have seen a Han
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blacksmith and a fish hawker visiting Cengdong Village and
repairing metal cooking utensils and selling small fish.
Sometimes the peasants buy the necessities in the privately-owned
stores and enterprises in the villages or the headquarters of
districts. According to the records in the Daping tax office,
there were roughly twelve privately-owned stores and enterprises
registered in Daping District. However, half of these businesses
had permanently or temporarily closed down. To sum up, the market
exchanges in periodical markets are the major form of free market
exchanges.
State Market
Although the free market has been allowed since the
implementation of the new economic policy, sales of some
commodities are still restricted by the government. The
government monopolises some major products in order to keep to
the schedule of the central plan. In Liannan County, timber is
the main state monopolized commodity that peasants sell to
government, whereas paddy rice is a modified one. Besides the
items that peasants sell to the government, the government has
the exclusive right to sell some essential capital goods, such as
chemical fertilizers and paddy seed. Special offices were
established to assume these duties. The situation of the state
market exchange is shown in Figure 5.2.
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Selling
Daping Timber Distribution Office was established to under-
take the duty of controlling the timber production in Daping
District. All timber produced in that area must be sold to Daping
Timber Distribution Office. The purchase price of timber is also
set by it. Because of the limited production quota, the villagers
in Gengdong have not felled their trees nor sold their timber
since 1986. Since quite a large amount of the income from the
last timber selling was given to the transporters, only six yuan
was finally distributed to each villager. Compared with the
districts which mainly produce timber such as Jinkeng, the income
of timber selling in Daping accounts for only a small proportion
of their cash income.
The peasants in Daping District compulsorily sell their
paddy to the government annually. Statistically, each household
in Gengdong sold 1.15 dan of paddy grain to the Grain
Distribution Office and earned 26.6 yuan in 1987. This accounted
for 4.68 percent of their total cash income that year. This was
one-seventh of the income gained from selling in the free market
(see Table 5.5).
Although the households' income from selling monopolised
commodities to the government accounted for only a small
proportion of their cash incomes that year, this will change
according to the decisions that the government makes. Their
incomes will rise if the government increases the purchase quota
or the purchase price of these products. The peasants prefer the
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latter since the state purchase prices of these commodities are
usually lower than the prices in the free market (or the black
market).
Purchase
Unlike free market purchase, only three sectors of cash
expenditure concern state market purchase. These are the
expenditures on capital goods, daily necessities, and human
resource maintenance and investment. Although the luxury items,
such as wine and cigarettes are sold in the State-run Supply and
Marketing Cooperatives, Daping peasants do not buy them there
because the prices of these items are usually higher than in the
market places. The necessities of ritual expenditure are only
sold in the free market, so that no expenditure on these is made
in the state market.
Concerned with the capital goods, roughly all agricultural
inputs are purchased in the State market. Paddy seed is purchased
in the Agricultural Technology Office and the Grain Distribution
Office, while chemical fertilizers and pesticides are bought in
the Supply and Marketing Cooperative. On average, each household
in Gengdong spent 161.4 yuan on capital goods through the state
market. This accounted for 68.74 percent of the total cash
expenditure on capital goods (see Table 5.9).
The second largest sector of cash expenditure through the
State market is that of human resource maintenance and
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investment. Roughly, each household in Gengdong spent 109.5 yuan
on medicine and tuition fee in 1987. This accounted for three-
quarters of the total expenditure in this sector. The payments
for medical care and medicine were given to the clinic, while the
tuition fee was given to the school.
Although most daily necessities are purchased through the
free market, some items are bought through the State market.
These items are mainly salt and electricity. On average, 31.9
yuan was spent through the State market by each household in
Gengdong in 1987. This accounted for 11.01 percent of the total
cash expenditure in this sector. 14.2 and 17.7 yuan were spent on
electricity and salt respectively. The salt is sold by the Supply
and Marketing Cooperative, while the payment for electricity is
to the Electricity Office.
Through the State market, totally 302 yuan was spent by each
household in Gengdong in 1987. This accounted for 29.22 percent
of their total cash expenditure. Among those sectors, the
expenditure on capital goods was the largest. The second largest
was the expenditure on human resource maintenance and investment,
while the least was the expenditure on daily necessities.
Peasant's Unfavourable Position in Market Exchange
Daping peasants depend on the market for selling their
surplus and obtaining necessities, though they realize their
disadvantages in both the free market and the state market
exchanges. Little profit is gained from the selling of
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agricultural and forestry products because of the government
monopoly. The peasantry's dependence on the import of capital
goods and daily necessities makes them unable to escape these
exploitations exerted by the government and the larger society.
Timber and paddy rice are the state monopolised commodities
that Daping peasants have to sell to the government. The selling
prices of these commodities in the state market are set lower
than those in the free market*(or the black market). The
compulsory lower-priced selling of these major products is
therefore an unfavourable condition of peasant market exchanges.
As mentioned above, the peasants' compulsory paddy rice sales
also result in insufficiency of home consumption for some
households in Gengdong Village.
Besides the state market, the Daping peasants also find an
unfavourable position in the free market. The main problem that
the peasants face here the fluctuation of the prices of cash
crops. The peasants start to plant certain cash crops when they
become aware that their prices have increased. However, since
there is usually a long duration, normally a year, from the
awareness of the price increase of certain cash crops to their
harvest, the price falls of these crops would cause serious
losses to these peasants. Moreover, since most of these crops are
putrescible, the peasants must sell them at even low prices. In
1986, instead of taro and sweet potato, much ginger was planted
by the Liannan peasants because its price had rapidly risen the
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year before. Unfortunately, the overproduction of ginger largely
reduced its price that year. Finally, only little amounts of
ginger were sold at low prices and most of the rest rotted. In
Gengdong, not only did these peasants fail to earn money by
selling ginger, but they also lost their dietary supplement of
taro and sweet potato. The situation of low-priced selling is
common in the selling of other crops after harvests because their
huge supplies reduce the prices. The growth periods of these cash
crops and the periodical fluctuations of their prices make it
hard for the peasants to adapt to the rapid changes in the free
market. Therefore, most peasants in Gengdong avoid planting cash
crops today. However, they still suffer from the uncertianty of
free market exchange because animal husbandry products such as
pork and poultry are still sold in the free market. The market
prices of pork and poultry largely influence the household
incomes derived from animal husbandry.
Concerning the purchasing activities of the Daping
peasants, a general principle can be drawn that the expenditure
on economic reproduction mainly goes into the state market while
the expenditure on consumption usually goes on the free market.
In Gengdong, the household expenditure on capital goods and human
resource maintenance and investment accounted for 89 percent of
its total expenditure in the state market in 1987. And its
expenditures on daily necessities, luxury items and ritual
activities accounted for 85 percent of its total expenditure
through the free market. (see Table 5.9).
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Because most capital commodities for agriculture, such as
paddy seed and chemical fertilizers, are monopolised by the
government, the peasants are easily exploited by the sole agency
that sells these items. Although some low priced (or state
priced) fertilizer is distributed to the peasants, this is far
from enough. Therefore, the peasants have to purchase quite a
large amount of fertilizer from the Supply and Marketing
Cooperative. In order to earn more money, state workers in this
cooperative have raised the prices of various kinds of fertilizer
several times since the summer of 1987. For example, at the end
of 1988, the price of imported urea was three times its price
three years before. This increased the cost of paddy production
and thus imposed an extra load on the peasants' shoulders. As
mentioned above, some households in Gengdong could not afford
such expenditures by themselves. In order to maintain
productivity, they finally contracted heavy debts in order to
purchase the high-priced fertilizers. The Daping peasants are
therefore exploited by the agency due to the state monopoly of
these essential productive items.
Bank and Credit Cooperative
The Bank and the Credit Cooperative of Daping are located in
the headquarters of Daping District. They carry out the financial
policies set by the State and adjust the monetary current.
However, from the peasant point of view, the major function of
the bank and the credit cooperative is to provide loans when they
are short of cash.
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Only a few Daping peasants have savings in the Credit
Cooperative, the majority owe it money. According to the
accountant in the bank of Daping, roughly four hundred thousand
yuan was lent to the Daping peasants, private entrepreneurs and
cooperatives by the bank and credit cooperative in 1987. Half of
these loans were for agriculture and one quarter of them was for
forestry. The rest was for animal husbandry, enterprises and
construction.
Although loans from the bank or the Credit Cooperative can
solve the peasant's problem of shortage of cash, they do not save
those poor peasants. Mortgaged property, such as a house or
swine, is required as security for payment of a large debt. Also,
the debtor has to pay interest to the bank or the Credit
Cooperative. The annual interest rate on debts was 8.4 percent in
1987, whereas the interest rate of current savings was only 1.5
percent that year. In short, the bank and the Credit Cooperative
help the peasants to solve their immediate cash needs. However,
they also absorb the little surplus remaining from household
production.
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Chapter Six Social Constraints
One of the main features of the Daping Yao peasant economy
is its embeddedness in their social lives, as pointed out in
Chapter Four. The activities that economists classify as economic
ones may be both economic and social for Yao peasants. Not only
is the main goal of these activities to satisfy primarily
domestic needs, but also their attitudes towards such activities
are determined largely by their social ethos.
The significance of the Yao traditional social ethos is
explicitly shown in the variations of Yao enthusiasm for economic
production according to the implementation of different economic
policies in the region. Traditionally, there was a hierarchy of
loyalties to which the Yao peasants were pledged. The first, and
most important one, was to the family, then to the lineage, to
the village, to the ethnic group, and finally to the State.
Nearly all of their economic activities served the immediate
needs of the family. This was obviously in strong contrast to the
norms of collectivism introduced after 1949 (see Chapter Two).
The hierarchy of loyalties required by the communist government
was precisely the opposite to that of the traditional order. This
caused working enthusiasm to cool. During the period of the
People's Communes, the productive unit was up-graded to the
village level. This too was quite different from the past. The
domestic mode of production was no longer the main pattern. The
linkages between the input of labour and income was loosened at
both individual and household levels. This was because the
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productive unit was the working team, while the unit of
consumption was still the family. According to Chayanov (1966),
the degree to which peasant workers exert themselves is
determined by the equilibrium of family demand satisfaction and
drudgery of labour (cf. Durrenberger 1984:9). At the individual
or household level, the disutility of labour is obviously due to
the commune's manipulation of product allocation. Consequently,
peasants tended to reduce their production targets. Enthusiasm
for public affairs was maintained more by political means than
economic ones. The incompatibility of ideologies between Yao
peasants and the communist government caused the stagnation of
rural economic development. Since the implementation of the
Household Responsibility System in the Yao areas in 1982,
productivity has increased annually because of the similarity in
principle between the New Economic Policy and traditional Yao
peasant economy and culture. This is an obvious case showing how
the traditional Yao working ethos, based on the importance of the
family, still influences their economy today.
When we study the Daping Yao peasant economy, its cultural
context must also be taken into account. According to recent
population policy, Yao married couples are not allowed to have
more than three children each. But some couples have acted
contrary to this regulation and have been punished by the
government. Two hundred and twenty-five yuan is the forfeit
families pay for violation of population regulations. Moreover,
no economic resources are allocated to these additional children.
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From an economic point of view, these peasants may have acted in
this way because they had a preference for more working labour.
Such a conclusion can be drawn because a person is mainly
considered a productive unit or a consumption unit in economic
terms. But in reality, besides these economic roles, a person is
also a social being who performs various functions in society.
Therefore, the cases of children born out of quota in the Daping
area cannot be explained simply by the need for labour. Since the
implementation of population control, five such cases have
occurred in Gengdong Hamlet. Household compositions of these
five families are listed in Table 4.2 (p. 109). In that table, we
find that two of these families (Families A and C) really
suffered a shortage of labour force. Because of the need of
labour for production, they chose to be penalised for the sake of
one child more. From these two cases, the importance of the
labour force in the household economy is confirmed. Whereas, the
case of Family BY on the other hand, shows that the decision that
peasant households make about this is also influenced by their
culture. In Yao tradition, daughters play an important role in
the funeral ceremonies of their parents (Lee 1939:377-8).
Therefore, each married couple has to bear at least one daughter
in order to make sure that their own funerals can be performed
properly in the future. Thus,. even though the married couple of
Family B had already had five sons, they still chose the chance
of bearing a daughter, and accepted the punishment and
disadvantages due to having this daughter. The need of labour
force was therefore not the single reason that this family
decided to violate the population regulations. Although
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considerations of dowry may play a part in such decisions,
cultural factors are also most important. In conclusion, the
phenomenon that children are born out of quota shows that it is a
significant feature of peasant household economy that the
household is not solely a productive unit. Rather it is better to
say production is only one of the many roles of the household.
Households engage in various kinds of economic production mainly
because the products are needed to maintain the existence of
households. Peasant economy is embedded in culture. In order to
demonstrate the mutual relationships between economy and such
cultural aspects, we shall describe the expenditure on some
special social rituals in the following section.
Religious Expenditures
Originally, it was planned to present a study of
expenditures on the rituals of religion and kinship. But since
the government suppression of religion halted the grand religious
rituals of the Yao, sagetang, for more than thirty years, it
restricts our research into religious expenditures. The
information gathered on religious expenditures is therefore
inadequate. Nevertheless, the general picture of Yao religious
expenditures is clear.
In the past, these rituals were normally performed every ten
years. Because the suppression of religion has been loosened
recently, the Yao in Liannan have been allowed to perform
sagetang again. The Yao in Daping District have now been planning
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to perform this ritual. According to my informants, the ritual of
sagetang will be held within the coming two years. The
participants in this ritual will receive the benefits of the
guardian and auxilary spirits granted to them (Lemoine 1983).
According to Evans-Pritchard,' the ritual of sagetang can be
considered' as a confirmatory ritual that establishes the
recognization of social status of the new members in the lineage
(Mair 1965:232). These members are those lineage members who have
not yet engaged in such a ritual. They include recently born
children and newly married-in brides. Wives are associated with
their husbands (Lemoine 1983). Since females receive status in
their husbands' lineages, the daughters of families therefore do
not engage in the ritual of sagetang performed by their natal
lineages.
Because the Daping Yao have not yet performed the ritual of
sagetang, the details of their expenditures on this ritual are
not yet decided. According to my informants, their estimates of
such expenditures were roughly two hundred yuan per capita. New
clothes and expensive decorated ornaments would be bought and be
dressed during the performance of the rituals. Also feasts for
three days would be prepared. Pork, wine and other better foods
would be bought and cooked for sumptuous feasts. If a family has
two members participating in the ritual of sagetang, it must
spend four hundred yuan on this ceremony. This is a huge
expenditure that most households find hard to afford unless they
have good preparations. Newly established Yao households usually
consist of married-in females and newly born children who will
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engage in the ritual of sagetang. Thus, these households have to
prepare for their participation for a long period, and must save
as much as possible in order to make their participation in the
ritual more striking. Lemoine's comment on the Yao religion in
Laos and Thailand also fits the situation of the Daping Yao. He
says,
The intensive religious life of the Yao is
expensive. The costs increase in proportion to
one's promotion within the hierarchy. In
return, the achievement of higher rank brings
prestige, and paves the way to prominent
status within the village. This actually has
many of the same characteristics as merit
making in other societies. It is not
surprising, then, to find among the Yao a
constant concern for the firm economic basis
needed to support these elaborate and
dignified ceremonies.... (Lemoine 1983:203).
Here, we find that one of the major goals of the Daping Yao
economy is to support their religious expenditures. The
requirement of such expenditures is therefore a social incentive
that motivates peasants to engage in their economy. It is
consistent with Nash's finding that there was periodical growth
of production during the preparatory stages of great communal
festivals in some peasant societies (Nash 1968:314). Although the
ritual of sagetang has been suppressed for more than thirty
years, in my opinion, the periodical growth of production that
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Nash mentioned will occur in Daping after the re-emergence of
this ritual. This hypothesis can be tested by a longer period of
study in the future, and the influence of the social incentives
on economic production would thus be confirmed. Nevertheless,
based on my present findings, we can roughly generalize that the
performances of sagetang in the richer areas are usually earlier
than those in the poor areas. There are two most possible reasons
for this. One is that the richer areas need less time to prepare
for this ceremony, while the other is that this ritual occupies a
higher rank among their preferences.
Marital Expenditures
Another case showing us how peasants are motivated by social
incentives is the preparation of weddings. This is a ritual
expenditure concerned with kinship. According to K.K. Lee's
study in the'30s, traditionally, some Yao people got married when
they were fifteen, and few Yao married for the first time after
twenty (Lee 1939:374). Males were usually married at the age of
nineteen and females at the age of eighteen. Traditionally, the
Yao parents started to prepare for the weddings of their
children, when their children were fourteen (ibid.). But
according to the recent government regulations, males and females
are not permitted to get married before twenty-two and twenty
respectively.
Yao's families spend much time and money on the preparations
for their children's weddings. Both brides' and bridegrooms'
natal families have to prepare for marriage. The dowry is
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provided by the bride's family, while the bride-wealth, the major
feast and a new homestead are prepared by the bridegroom's
family.
During the period of the People's Communes, the traditional
elaborate wedding ceremonies were replaced by the simple
ceremonies suggested by the government. The expenditures on
weddings were thus much reduced. Since the implementation of the
new economic policy in 1982, the traditional wedding procedures
and ceremonies are re-emerging. According to Lee, traditionally,
the engagement was announced after a successful courtship. Two
catties (the old jin) of wine, two catties of pork and some
vegetables were given to the girl's family as gifts by the man's
family. The marriage usually took place towards the end of the
year in the tenth or eleventh months. Close to the wedding day,
the bridegroom's family had to make a sort of bride-wealth
payment to the bride's family. The gifts included twelve catties
of wine and twelve catties of beef or sometimes pork. Rich and
poor had to pay the same amount. The bride's father had to give a
dowry to the bride even if he was poor. A small piece of land,
quilts, costumes, a bath-tub and ornaments were given to the
bride. On the wedding day, the bride put on her best embroidered
clothes and apron made by herself or with the help of her mother.
She wore three or four skirts, a pair of puttees and leather
shoes, and wrapped up her hair and became a social woman. The
relatives of the bridegroom had a meal at the evening reception
of the bride. Beancurd, yellow beans, beef and wine were
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provided. During the reception of the bride, hundreds of the
bride's relatives went to the bridegroom's village and enjoyed
the major feast. The dowry was brought to the bridegroom's
family. There were feasts throughout the whole ceremony for three
days and firecrackers were burned the whole day. The relatives
who gave gifts such as cloth or pockets of money would receive in
return a catty of pork. Much wine and beancurd were consumed at
wedding feasts, while pork was the luxury food of the feast. Even
though the expenditure for wedding purposes was not very great,
it was still a burden on some Yao families (Lee 1939:374-5).
Therefore, these families had to spend years to prepare for the
wedding.
During the period of the People's Communes, the wedding
ceremony was simplified and the expenditure was less. Since the
implementation of the new economic policy, the traditional
wedding procedures and ceremonies have re-emerged. Moreover, the
Daping Yao peasants tend to spend more on the wedding ceremonies
now than in the past. I participated in a wedding ceremony in
Gengdong Hamlet in the winter of 1986. A cow, four pigs and
twenty chickens were killed and cooked for the wedding feasts,
and hundreds of din of vegetable were consumed. Six hundred jin
of wine were drunk. A hundred yuan's worth of cigarettes and
fifty yuan of firecrackers were also burned. There were roughly
two hundred and fifty people invited to the major feast.
According to the host, they had prepared for this wedding
ceremony for three years. Their total savings, two thousand yuan,
had been spent on this wedding ceremony. However, they thought
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that this expenditure was worth it because that ceremony had been
the most sumptuous banquet in their village. Here, it must be
mentioned that the huge expenditure on this wedding was a
exceptional case. According to jay informants, the bridegroom's
family normally spends roughly a thousand yuan on the wedding.
The amount of expenditure of course varies according to the
particular circumstances of the family concerned. But there seems
to be a tendency towards increasing such expenditure recently.
Therefore, the government of the Daping Village has recently set
a regulation that no more than three hundred people can be
invited to wedding ceremonies in order to reduce expenditure.
As we have mentioned in Chapter Three, there is a Yao custom
that newly married couples establish their own households after
their first anniversary or the birth of their first child. The
ceremony associated with this known as fenjia is also an
important ritual to signify the new social status that the
married couple will receive. Although there is no announcement of
this to the villagers or lineage members, they will know the
process of fenjia is being carried out because they see a new
house built for the married couple, or are even invited to assist
in the house construction.
Besides wedding ceremonies, house construction also is a
cause of huge expenditures. According to my informants, at least
seven hundred yuan is required to construct a house of normal
size. The construction materials include wood, brick and roof
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tiles. Generally speaking, ninety planks of fir timber (roughly
three cubic metres of timber), ten thousand bricks and twenty
thousand roof tiles are used. Because the Yao do not make roof
tiles themselves, the expenditure on roof tiles is great.
Roughly, four to seven hundred yuan is spent on purchasing roof
tiles. The timber for construction is gathered from their own
forests. Whereas, bricks are made by sun drying the soil from the
wet rice fields. According to my interpreter who has just
constructed a new house, roughly one thousand dan of soil in a
single-crop wet field was used to make the bricks. Not only did
he dry the soil in his fields, but also he gained the soil from
other household's wet rice fields after he got the permit. Here,
in this case, we see how economic resources are sacrificed for
other targets that peasants highly rank in social preference.
Besides the expenditure on construction materials, new house
owners also have to spend hundreds of yuan on feasts that are
provided to those helpers as compensation for their labour.
Because of the huge expenditure on house construction, the
parents of the bridegroom have to save for years. If a married
couple has many sons, the expenditures on their sons' wedding
ceremonies and house construction will be a heavy burden on them.
Therefore, the requirements of these ceremonial funds become a
social incentive which motivates Yao peasants to engage in
economic production.
In addition, the ritual expenditures on dowry shows a
similar situation. For example, aprons made by girls themselves
are their major wealth when they get married. Although girls
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spend much time on both farming and house work, they make their
aprons at leisure. Girls begin to make their aprons when they are
fourteen. Little is asked for by the girls except for the cloth,
needles and colour cotton thread. All the girls' cash
expenditures are on their aprons and ornaments. Not including the
labour cost, the cost of an apron is roughly fifty to seventy
yuan. Usually four aprons are a minimum in their dowry. The Yao
girls are particularly serious about making their aprons because
the aprons as dowry symbolize their abilities, industry and
cleverness.
In conclusion, households are not solely productive units.
Peasants engage in economic activities basically because they
need the products to maintain the household, which is also a
social and ritual unit, and since they can use these products to
gain social recognization or even to attain the higher social
status that they aspire to. Therefore, political incentives
cannot motivate the peasant enthusiasm for production alone
because it is not the political rewards which most concern the
peasants. Whereas, economic incentives and social incentives can
do so simply because peasant households are both economic and
social units. The economic and especially the social rewards that
peasants seek according to their own cultural background are the
real targets that peasants desire.
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'napter Seven Discussion and Conclusion
The basic situation of the Daping Yao peasant economy has
been described in the previous three chapters. Economic resources
and production in Daping peasant economy were analysed in Chapter
Four, while details of consumption and economic exchange were
given in Chapter Five. The relationship between economy and
social life is presented in Chapter Six. These three chapters are
more like an ethnography of the Daping Yao peasant economy. In
this. final chapter, we shall discuss some issues based on the
information derived from the research in the Daping peasant
economy. The effects of the Household Responsibility System are
the first matter to be considered. Other aspects such as the
hidden female labour, private enterprises, taxation, economic
inequality and economic contraints exerted by the government will
also be discussed. And finally the conclusion will be drawn after
comments on the ethnic relationship between the Yao and the Han
Chinese.
The Effects of the Household Responsibility System
The general situation of the Household Responsibility System
(HRS) and the Daping peasant economy were described in Chapter
Two, and Chapter Four and Five respectively. In this section, we
shall focus on the relationship between the HRS and the recent
change of the Daping peasant economy in order to find out the
effects of the HRS on the Daping peasant economy. Also, we shall
discuss some social phenomena due to the practice of the HRS.
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We know that the HRS practised today in rural China is not a
new economic policy of the People's Republic of China. Taking the
political atomspheres and the stages of economic development in
those periods that such a system was advocated and practised into
consideration, we find that there is a common feature among them.
That is the rise of privatized economy. This is considered an
available prescription for the re-establishment of economy, or is
a means to speed up the economic growth. Today, it is believed
that the allowance of privatized -economy can mobilize the masses
to put more effort into economic production, so that private
ownership should still have a position in socialist society,
especially in the preliminary stage of socialism. The practice of
the HRS is the representation of this ideology. In this section,
we will be concerned with the effects of the HRS on the Daping
Yao peasant economy. These include its effects on ideology, wage
labour, rent, migration, the kinship system and ritual insurance.
Uncertainty of Ideology
As we have mentioned in Chapter Two, economic policies have
vacillated between the left and the right several times since the
founding of the People's Republic of China. The left wing
emphasizes political incentives as the determining factor of
economic development, while the right considered economic
incentives still play an important role in economic growth.
According to these ideologies, policies of collectivism were
carried out by the former. On the other hand, policies of
privatized economy are practised by the latter. The New Economic
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Policy practised today basically follows the line of the right
wing. Economic resources were divided up between households, and
the land tenure was passed to households. Although this policy
successfully speeds up rural economic growth, its practice
results in the peasant's uncertainty of ideology. More peasants
become confused with the state policy as to whether collectivism
or private ownership is the major guide line of the economy. The
confusion is directly reflected in peasant activities. The
peasant uncertainty of ideology may be confirmed in three
aspects. Firstly, peasantrys find conflicts between household
interests and public interests, and the latter are usually
sacrificed. Today, no one in the villages is willing to
voluntarily bear the responsibility of public affairs. Even
though children are taught to be altruistic in school, their
parents prefer them to work for families only because child
labour is so important in the household economy. Secondly, we
find that most Daping peasants do not have a long term economic
planning. This is explicit in forestry development. Learning
from their experiences, most Daping peasants cannot be sure how
long they will keep the allocated forest. Thus, only few peasants
plan to develop forestry for long prospects. A lot of immaturely
grown trees are felled and sold on the black market. And this
makes the problem of the over-exploitation of forests an urgent
issue there. Thirdly, there has been a rapid increase of social
disorder and crime after the practice of the HRS. On the notice
board in front of the Daping District Court, more criminal cases
are listed, in which property crime is one of the most common
categories. Because of the uncertainty of ideology, some
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peasants,' especially the youth, get into the situation that E.
Durkheim defined as anomie (Merton 1938).
Wage Labour
In the flow cycle between forestry, agriculture and the
household mentioned in Chapter Four, we find that labour wages
derived from forestry become an essential input of agricultural
production. In order to'support the huge population, the wet rice
fields are over-exploited by double-crop cultivation. Chemical
fertilizers are therefore purchased for maintaining paddy
productivity. Since only the sale of animal cannot meet the large
expenditures needed on capital goods, the labour wages derived
from forestry are necessary. Consequently, subsistence
reproduction becomes more dependent on the cash inputs.
Cash flows in the Daping Yao peasant economy. function in a
much more important position after the practice of the HRS. And
there is a tendency for the expansion of cash flows in both scale
and extension. Peasant households are more dependent on their
cash income. It is a well-known fact that when one is involved in
market' cash economy, it is hard to escape. Moreover, such an
economy has adverse effects upon the poor (Gladwin 1980:237, cf.
1971).- In Daping, we find the same situation among peasant
households. Most households are involved in debts, and their
incomes seldom completely cover their expenditures. Because of
the inevitable peasant dependence on market cash economy, their
dependence on the larger society is therefore reinforced.
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Rent
Although the allocated cultivated land is not permitted to
be let nor to be sold officially, cases of land leases among
household in Daping are not uncommon. The responsibility of land
owners under the HRS is to submit the agricultural tax.
Therefore, knowing who is the real cultivator of the allocated
land is not important to the government if the tax is paid. This
implies the possibility of land leases between households with
land surplus and those in land scarcity.
Similar to the situation before the founding of PRC, even
though it still remains uncommon, wet rice fields are now being
let out again by Yao peasant households. Their rent now is more
or less the same as that in the past. Thirty to fifty percent of
land. products are paid as rent. By observing cases of land
leases, we may see how the Yao peasants adapt to the new economic
situation by reviving the traditional pattern. In the following
sections, we will also see the revival of tradition under the
HRS.
Migration
Free migration was not allowed in Daping during the period
of the People's Communes (1958-1983). After the practice of the
HRS, government controls over free migration became loose in some
extent. Even though permanent or long distant migration is still
difficult, short-term or short-distance migrations are common in
the area.
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Because the criterion of recource allocation is the
membership of people within an administrative district, the
official registration of permanent addresses is therefore the
chief basis of claims of access 'to resources. For most peasant
households, all resources that they gain are in their villages.
Since the major resources such as wet rice field and forests are
based on land, they cannot leave for a long period unless they
find other jobs with obviously excellent prospects.
There is a common feature of those short term migrations
that roughly all of them are male single-person migrations. The
major reason for their migrations is to derive labour wages from
forestry in other districts. When these male labourers work
outside villages, their home farming is done by female labourers
and children. Periodical migrations from poor regions to rich
ones are observed. After the peak of the forestry or agricultural
working season, these migrant labourers come back to their
original regions and will migrate out again next year.
Kinship System
The practice of the HRS not only affects the peasant
economy, but also influences peasant social relationships.
Besides the recent land lease which reflects the re-emergence of
the Yao traditional peasant economy, kinship cooperation between
households also represents the revival of their traditions. The
situation of kinship cooperation is introduced in the section on
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labour cooperation in Chapter Four. After the practice of the
HRS, households instead of production teams became major
production units. However, most households by themselves cannot
complete work that requires intensive labour. Because of the
needs of intensive labour in production, labour cooperation
between households is essential. Close residence and blood ties
provide advantages for cooperation between close kin. Therefore,
the traditional cooperation between close kin re-emerges.
The practice of the HRS not only revives traditional
patterns of the Yao peasant economy, but also reinforces the
traditional kinship system and relation. As commented by N. Tapp,
[i]n the past a wife's dowry included a plot of land which
reverted to her natal lineage after the generation of her
children (Lee 1939), and now that under the household
responsibility system much the same occurs through the addition
of an extra consumption unit to the family budget, this is seen
by some as a return to traditional patterns (Tapp 1988:71).
Besides this, we can also find other evidence showing the revival
of traditional patterns. That is the return of the traditional
mode of division of household, fenjia.
During the first resources allocation, the father of the
family was registered as the household head and officially holds
the tenure of all resources allocated to his family. Resources,
especially wet fields, are not allowed to be sold nor to be let,
but it is promised that they will be transferred from father to
son. Therefore, the traditional pattern of division of household
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can then be carried out legally after the son has married for a
year. Under the HRS, the close relationship between father and
son is thus officially reinforced.
Ritual Insurance
Considered as a religious activity, the traditional Yao
ritual ceremony, Sagetang, was prohibited after the founding of
the PRC. But in recent years, it seems to have revived in Liannan
County. There are several reasons why such a ritual can be
carried out. Firstly, needless to say, the government no longer
restricts the religious activities as the past. However, the
major reason is that the ritual ceremony provides ritual
insurance to the Yao while they are facing the uncertainty due to
the practice of HRS.
Before the practice of the HRS, households found social
insurance in the production team or the commune. The government
provided the necessities to those peasant households which were
suffering from food scarcity and other material shortages. Such
insurance is important to peasant households, because as we have
mentioned in Chapter Five, illness or accidents of members in the
household would cause serious damage to the household economy. In
the past, the production team and commune would take up this
responsibility to look after such members and households. But
today, after the practice of the HRS, those duties of social
insurance carried out by the production teams and communes are
reduced. Peasant households have to bear their own risks of
222
production and damages for accidents. Therefore, after the
withdrawal of social insurance from the government, the peasantry
tries to find the insurance from religion consequently.
The religious ritual Sagetang is a confirmatory ritual that
fulfills two functions. The first one is psychological since the
Yao believe that they will be supported by their ancestors and go
with their ancestors in the afterlife after the performance of
this ritual. The second is rather social in that through this
ritual, a person gains the real membership of the lineage he
belongs to. Instead of the government, kin groups become the
object that households find assistance from. Therefore, the
renewal of this ritual represents an attempt to revive the
solidarity of kin groups. In Liannan County, most districts have
performed grand ceremonies of Sagetang in recent years. Although
it cost a lot of money, the Yao peasants derived great
satisfaction from it. In Daping, this ritual is now again being
prepared for and it is hoped to perform it within the coming two
years.
In short, it is ironical that even though the economic
policy practiced in Daping areas is claimed to be the new
economic policy, it revives much of the traditional mode of
production and social relationships. Consequently, we may make a
prediction that the traditional religion and kinship organization
will re-emerge. Moreover, they will be reinforced by each other,
Finally, the Yao's own cultural tradition will be revived and
their ethnic identity will also be reinforced.
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Comments on Other Observations
Besides the direct effects on the HRS, there are some
significant observations on the Daping peasant economy under the
new economic policy. The considerations of economic constraints,
inequality, hidden female labour, taxation and private enterprise
are included in this section.
Economic Constraints
Although there are some similarities between the lives of
the Daping Yao today and before 1949, some significant changes
must be mentioned when we consider the Daping Yao as a peasant
community rather than only an ethnic group. The most obvious
phenomenon is the economic contraints exerted by the government.
Even though the Daping Yao seem to have more opportunities and
chances in their economic activites now, they cannot shake off
the yoke of the government. To those Daping Yao living as
peasants, it is not easy to cast off the control of the
government. The controlling mechanism of the Daping Yao peasant
is composed of two aspects. The first aspect is concerned mainly
with economic constraints. That is the government controls on the
means of production. Generally speaking, there are two kinds of
economic constraints in Daping. One is in agriculture and the
other is in forestry. The second aspect is concerned mainly with
social constraints. These may be considered the government









Figure 7.1 The Government Controls over
Daping Peasant Economy
Firstly, let us look at the agricultural constraints that
are exerted by the government on the Daping Yao peasant economy.
Since 1982, the Household Responsibility System has been
implemented as the major economic policy in Daping. Cultivated
land is allocated to each household according to its size. Each
member gains an equal area of wet rice fields and has the
responsibility of submitting the agricultural tax. It is hard to
define the HRS by itself as an agricultural constraint exerted by
the government. But we must realise that the practice of the HRS
has an ideology behind it which holds that even if the land is
allocated to the peasant, it still belongs to the government as
representative of the state. The government still holds the right
to recollect the land from those peasants who cannot fulfill
their requirements. The households' control over the main
productive resource, the land, is therefore still at the mercy of
the government.
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The egalitarian allocation of resources in Daping may here
be considered a cause of agricultural constraints on available
labour for exploiting land resources. On the whole, the
cultivated land is the most scarce resource in Daping. For those
households allocated less wet rice fields, even though they may
have much available labour, little improvement can be made
because the limiting factor of their agricultural production is
the area of wet rice fields that they have rather than the labour
that they have. If the land resources are adequate, the effects
of this will not be so obvious. But due to the serious land
shortage, the limited amount of cultivated land allocated to each
available labourer becomes the primary constraint on agricultural
production. Although households may fully utilize their labour by
renting land from those households with more land but less
agricultural labour, their production costs will be much higher
due to the heavy rent. Therefore, the criterion of resource
allocation only based on household membership becomes the first
constraint on agricultural production in Daping.
The second agricultural constraint exerted by the government
is its control over the sale of the main production goods. The
paddy seed, chemical fertilizers and pesticides are all the
monopolized commodities of the government. Although some low-
price chemical fertilizers are allocated and sold to peasant
households, the amounts of these are inadequate. Besides, the
allocation of such fertilizers is conditional upon the peasants'
fulfillment of compulsory purchase orders. We find that all
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independent households have to purchase pesticides and high-price
chemical fertilizers in the Supply and Marketing Cooperative.
There was a large increase in the prices of all sorts of
production commodities, especially urea, during the inflation
since April 1988. Because such fertilizers are inevitable in
paddy production, the peasants have to bear the huge expenditure
of them. Therefore, the production cost of paddy is largely
increased. The shortage and the expense of purchased fertilizers
becomes another constraint on agricultural production. Moreover,
because most of these production commodities can only be bought
by cash that is also scarce in the household economy, and as we
have mentioned above, there are few opportunities for peasants to
receive cash in their economy, the obstacles for agricultural
production thus increase.
The third constraint exerted by the government on
agriculture is the low-priced compulsory purchase orders. Even
though paddy is mainly produced for peasant home-consumption,
roughly four percent of the total production is sold to the
government. Such prices set by the government are normally lower
than the market price. Those households with a small paddy
surplus therefore earn less when they sell paddy to the
government, and little benefit can be derived from the sale of
agricultural products.
Concerning the production sector, we find that the limited
allocated land and the heavy production costs are the two major
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constraints. Focusing on the exchange sector, the limited profit
from agricultural sales also constrain agricultural development.
Secondly, we consider the forestry constraints that are
exerted by the government on the Daping Yao peasant economy. It
has been mentioned that there are two kinds of income derived
from forestry. One is from the sale of timber while the other is
from wages directly paid for labour. The government controls over
forestry constrains the household economy in both sorts of
economic activities. Its influence on the peasant sale of timber
is obvious and quite direct, while that on wage-earning is rather
indirect.
The first forestry constraint exerted by the government is
the limitation of timber production. Peasants must follow the
production target set by the Timber Distribution Office. Without
a licence, no one is allowed to fell the trees even if they own
those trees. Therefore, although a lot of trees grow to maturity,
they cannot be felled for sale. The production of timber is
restricted by the government and the income from timber sale is
then decided by the government.
The second forestry constraint is on the purchase price of
timber. Not only the amount of production, but also its
purchase price is set by the Timber Distribution Office. Timber
is the monopolized commodity of the government. All timber is
compulsorily sold to the government and the state purchase price
of timber is usually lower than that in the black market. Those
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peasants taking the risk of selling timber on the black market
would receive heavy punishment from the government. In short,
there is a restriction of forestry income from timber sale
because of the governmental monopoly on timber.
The above two constraints are concerned with the sale of
timber, while a third one is concerned with the wage paid for
forestry labour. The third forestry constraint is that the
production target of timber conditions the opportunities of
forestry labour work. Forestry labour wages are a major source of
household cash income. Peasants are employed by the timber owners
to fell trees and transport timber. Because the amount of timber
production is set by the Timber Distribution Office, the related
forestry activities are therefore indirectly determined by this
office. If a peasant household has much available labour, it will
have a higher potential to develop its forestry economy. But, the
exact participation in forestry is conditioned by the decision
made by the government. That is to say, even though a peasant
household has much surplus labour, this does not imply that all
this labour will be invested in forestry development. Similar to
the situation the peasants face in agriculture, many constraints
on forestry are exerted by the government.
Besides those concrete constraints exerted on agriculture
and forestry mentioned above, there is a general constraint on
the peasant economy. That is the government control of peasant
horizontal movement. Because all economic resources are allocated
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to only those members who have registered in the village, one's
property will be withdrawn if one is absent. This policy
therefore suppresses the free migration of peasants since it
results in the total loss of property allocated in village to
immigrants. All peasants are strictly bound to the land, and
this bondage narrows peasant economic chances and opportunities.
We have just discussed the constraints exerted by the
government in the economic aspect. Now, we are going to consider
the government controls over the peasant economy in their social
aspects. The major social policy that directly affects the
peasant economy is the population policy. As E.J. Croll stated in
her article The New Peasant Economy in China that,
A rich and complex peasant household economy
not only demands new material resources but
also access to and control of new labour
resources so that it can deploy its labour in
different sectors of the economy and in a wide
variety of occupations. For the past twenty
years the labour resources of a peasant
household have been one of the most important
determinants of a peasant household's income
and welfare (Croll 1988:91).
In Liannan County, we find that labour resources still play one
of the most important roles in determining the household economy,
even though they themselves are conditioned by many economic
contraints. Moreover, due to the Household Responsibility System,
the population size of a peasant household becomes the only
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criterion of resources allocation. The more children a peasant
household has, the more resources and the potential labour it
will gain. Therefore, most households prefer more children
(ibid). But, because of the recent population explosion in China,
the single-child policy was put into practice in 1979. Since
1982, the population policy has been practiced in Liannan County.
As a minority privilege, three children rather than a single
child are allowed to each Yao married couple. Even though the
quota is much higher than that of the Han household, the
exploitation of labour resources in the Yao household is still
under the control of the government. One of the major dilemmas
that the peasant household face is the conflict between the
benefits derived from large household size and the disadvantages
or punishment also due -to large household size. However, the
population policy constrains the household economy of the Yao
because it restricts the labour resources within a peasant
household.
Here, we find that even though the new economic policy seems
much more liberal than before, as a matter of fact, government
control is still stressed in the basic economic principles. The
peasantry enjoyment of economic freedom is at the mercy of the
government.
Economic Inequality
Although the original idea of the egalitarian allocation of
cultivated land was to prevent economic inequality, ironically,
231
its practice in Daping area leads to just such a situation. This
inequality will become serious if the readjustment of resource
allocation is not practiced. Each member, whether a labourer or
not, gains the same area of limited cultivated land. Because the
resource allocation to each household is based on household size
rather than its available labour capacity, the area of cultivated
land held by each labourer is therefore widely diversified. Those
households which need more rice must rent wet rice fields from
those households allocated more land than they can cultivate.
Quite a heavy rent, thirty percent to fifty percent of the land
products, must be paid to the land owner who does nothing in the
fields. This kind of production redistribution has begun economic
inequality among households.
The problem of inequality due to the resource allocation is
not unsolvable. It is known that the household size is not the
only criterion of resource allocation. There are records of
attempts to use the number of household labourers, as well as the
proportional combination of the household membership size and the
number of household labourers as critera of resource allocation
in Sichuan Province during the first introduction of the HRS in
late 70's (Griffin Griffin 1987, cf. 1984). In my opinion, the
criterion of resource allocation based on household size is the
concrete representation of the ideology of communism that each
should gain what he needs, while the criterion based on the
number of household labourers is the representation of the
principle behind the notion of the preliminary stage of socialism
that each should gain according to what he does. The proportional
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combination of the household membership size and the number of
household labourers represents a combination of these two
criteria that seems to be a compromise between two different
ideologies. There are two advantages in using the combinational
criterion. Firstly, it is more flexible to apply in different
regions and different situations. Various weights of proportion
of the two criteria can be decided by the needs of different
areas. Secondly, ideologically, it represents the transformation
from the preliminary stage of socialism to the stage of
communism. If it is the criterion of resource allocation in
Daping, the economic inequality that we see must be largely
reduced.
Besides the economic inequality between households within
the same village, there is also economic inequality between
districts in Liannan County. Although we have not made a detailed
comparison of the four different ecological zones in Liannan, a
general picture can still be drawn showing that there are
significant differences between the four zones. The widely spread
variations of average income of each zone represent the
difference in living standard of those zones. Obviously, some
districts such as Jinkeng District have a better economic
development than others. Because of the egalitarian resource
allocation and the restricted registration system, even where the
intra-district inequality may be reduced to some extent, this is
no help in solving the problem of inter-district inequality.
Moreover, the practice of these policies makes the peasant
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attainment of the economic resources dependent on ascribed
criteria rather than achieved ones. So that it would be harder to
level the unequal distribution of resources among different
districts by peasants themselves. The problem of levelling such
inequality thus can be solved only by the government through
taxation. Therefore, more taxes are charged in rich areas, while
the policies of lower tax payment and subsidy giving have to be
applied in poor areas. However, even though the government has
tried to level the wealth among different districts, the
inequality is still obvious.
Hidden Female Labour
Based on her research in China, E.J. Croll stressed the
intensity of female labour in the household economy (Croll
1988:96). And it is known that the successful mobilization of
female labour is a pathway to modernization (Littler 1983). But
usually the female work in household economy is socially under-
estimated. In Daping, we find the same phenomenon. Even though
much labour is done by women there and some economic activities
such as animal husbandry which are mainly female work, their work
is considered minor. The surplus of male labour is due to the
full utilization of female labour. The best example is the
preparation of fuel. All the necessary firewood used by the
household in the year is collected by females in the morning for
the whole winter. Males can put more labour into production
because other essential household works, such as washing clothes
and cooking, is.done by females. Since the production value
only counts those products that are produced in the main
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production sectors, the female work in household activities is
not counted. Therefore, the female labour in household economy is
hidden.
There is also a significant distinction between the result
of male labour and that of female labour. In Daping, forestry
labour-wages are derived from male labour and the sale of animals
is done by males. Therefore, most of these economic activities
done by males are individual-oriented and those incomes are
easier to separate from other economic activities. On the other
hand, female work is usually family-oriented and its value is
embedded in the household product and becomes indivisible. The
relationship between female labour and its products is thus
invisible in their economy. On the whole, because females are
excluded as cash income receivers in the peasant economy, the
cash flows are therefore usually under the management of male
members in households.
Taxation and Monopoly
The condition under which peasants keep security of land
tenure is that they pay the agricultural tax annually. Taxation
is one of the direct linkages between peasantry and the large
society. Although the tax rate in Daping is only two to three
percent of the land products, quite a large proportion of the
household agricultural surplus is submitted to the government.
Taken for granted, taxation is considered necessary and
reasonable by both the government and the peasantry. Here we face
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the classic problem concerned with exploitation. As W.W. Steir
stated in his article How Peasants Are Exploited, [s]ensation
is not a necessary feature of exploitation for exploitation tc
exist, it makes no difference whether or not exploited persons
feel they are exploited, or whether or not exploiters feel they
are exploiting others (Stein 1984:284). And he considers
Roseberry's definition of exploitation (1976) is more
appropriate. Roseberry views exploitation as the appropriation
by nonproducers of a portion of the total product of direct
producers (Stein 1984:285, cf. Roseberry 1976:45). But it seems
unclear in a socialist economy who the nonproducers are.
According to Dalton, the technical meaning of exploitation is
coerced payments (Stein 1984, cf. Dalton 1974). But this is
also inapplicable because the real relationship between the payer
and the receiver is unknown. While using Marx's classic idea that
exploitation refers to unpaid labour, we still face the
technical problem that what peasants get back in the exchange for
their surplus in a socialist society is hard to define and
measure. In my opinion, Dow's definition is pragmatic in our
discussion. He defined exploitation in the sense that one of two
economically interdependent groups is able to manage its economic
relations with the other group so that it accumulates some of the
production of the other group and is consequently able to enjoy a
higher material standard of living (Stein 1984:284, cf. Dow
1973). In the case of socialist China, there is no doubt that the
government still keeps control over its economic relations with
the peasantry. However, the tax paid by peasants is claimed to be
used for the government administration fund and public welfare.
236
If this is true, the taxation is better considered as a symbol of
economic unison that shows the integration of peasant commune and
the larger society. But in the cases of government monopolies of
paddy and timber, the government exploitation of peasants is
explicitly shown. Dow specified the nature of exploitation as
including coercing peasants to give up their produce and
profiting from the differential prices of rural products and
manufactured articles (Stein 1984, cf. Dow 1973). These features
of exploitation are obvious in the government monopolies on
timber and paddy. Therefore, according to Dow's definition,
Daping peasants are exploited by the government through its
monopolies on timber and paddy.
Private Enterprise
Private enterprises have been allowed since the practice of
the economic policy. Although the scale of such enterprises is
usually small, they have the significant implication that some
peasants have shifted their household economy from subsistence
production orientation to market orientation. Profit making is
the main aim of private entrepreneurs.
Most of these enterprises are engaged in transportation,
primary product purchasing, processing or selling. Excluding
transportation where truck trailers are used, few machine power
is put into these enterprises. Therefore, their major input is
basically human labour, while cash, as capital, is used to absorb
the surplus of subsistence products in the rural area. These
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products will then be sold for a higher price in markets. As K.Y.
Lin mentioned, traditionally, Yao peasants do not know how to
make profits by exchange (Lin 1939:414). Therefore, these newly
emergent Yao entrepreneurs as specialists with marketing
knowledge find it easier to maximize their profits by purchasing
the surplus of products at lower prices from the Yao peasants and
then selling them at a relatively higher price.
Two necessary conditions are required if one is trying to
set up a private enterprise. The first one is concerned with
economic factors that has just been mentioned. To be an
entrepreneur, one must have a surplus of labour and a relatively
rich cash resource or surplus. The second condition is concerned
with social factors and is as important as the first. Peasants
get assistance from their social networks based on kin
relationships. Because the tenure of public property and the
monopoly of first hand information are held by cadres and
officials, the relatives of these cadres and officials therefore
have more opportunities to get advantages in credit and goods
transportation through their close connections with cadres. And
it is exactly true that we find the successful private
entrepreneurs all have good relations with cadres and officials,
and usually these entrepreneurs are also their close kin.
But compared with the Han entrepreneurs and their
enterprises, the marketing skills of Yao entrepreneurs are
immature and the, development of Yao enterprises is limited.
Therefore, the Yao entrepreneurs still cannot compete with their
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Han competitors.
Ethnic Relationship between the Yao and the Han
In Liannan County, the Yao and the Han Chinese occupy
different economic niches. Geographically, the Yao live in
mountainous areas, while the Han Chinese are inhabitants of the
plains. The ecological differences between the places that they
live in give rise to various living standards and styles of
living.
But we must realize that the formation of these patterns is
not because of the racial or biological differences between the
Yao and the Han Chinese, but rather the result of historical
ethnic suppression. In both the political and the economic
senses, the Yao are dominated by the Han Chinese and the central
government. According to the historical document, Lianyang Bapai
Fengtuji, the Yao villages in Liannan were attacked by the Qing
army several times, and permanent army camps were set up by the
Qing government (Li 1708). Daping Village was originally named
Huoshao, because this hamlet was completely burnt down by the
Qing army (Li Fang nd.). In economic terms, the Yao are a
dominated group in Liannan. The most explicit evidence of this is
that the Han take the major role of exchangers. Most hawkers in
periodical markets and pedlars are Han Chinese. Besides from the
government, the Yao must gain their necessities from these Han
traders.
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In short, there is a difference between the Yao and the Har,
Chinese as two ethnic groups. Concerning social or cultural
aspects, the Yao have their own ethnicity. But concerning their
economy, they are the same as most of the Han peasantry.
Therefore, we can conclude that there is both cultural diversity
and economic integration in Liannan County.
Conclusion
In this study of the Daping Yao peasant economy, threE
generalizations can be drawn. Firstly, after the Householc
Responsibility System was implemented, there have been explicit
changes in the rural peasant household economy as compared wits
the period of the People's Communes. Wet rice field hiring,
short-distance and short-term migrations, labour wages, and
cooperation between close kin-related households are practiced
again. But, unfortunately, the economic inequality between
households and districts has also reappeared since the practice
of the HRS. Secondly, the traditional culture has re-emerged in
order to adapt to the recent changes of economic policies. The
traditional kinship organization and religion has been emphasized
because they provide social and economic insurance for peasant
households. The third, or the final, one is that even though the
practice of the Household Responsbility System has delivered the
resources tenure to households, the government still keeps its
control over the peasant economy by monopolizing some important
agricultural and forestry products, and setting various economic
constraints on different economic sectors. The basic principle of
state economic policies is still predicated upon the economic
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integration of the country,
In conclusion, the implementation of the Household
Responsibility System has encouraged cultural diversity and
economic integration in Liannan County. In the further study of
the peasantry-ethnicity duality of minority groups' characters
this finding in Liannan Yao area may be considered a hypothesis
for verification.
241
1 All data on climate is provided by the Statistics Bureau of
the Liannan County.
2 Compared with climatic data from the past, the climate in
1987 was quite normal, and so the economic data gathered in
that' year should be quite representative (see Table 1.1b).
3 The details of Yao population in Linnan County pleace
refer to report of Census Office of Liannan 1982 (Census
Office 1982)
4 Farming, forestry, fishery, animal husbandry and sideline
production are the subcategories of agriculture in the
economic classificatiory system in the People's Republic
of China. In this context, agriculture refer to farming only
5 The changes of administrative hierarchy are simpified as
follows,
1958- 1983 1983- 198, Since 1987
1st level people's commune district
(renmin gong she) (qu) (xiang)
2nd level production brigade -villagevillage.
(shengchan dadui) (xiang) (cun)
3rd level production team natural villagehamlet
(shengchan dui) zu)(cun)
6 1 mu is eaual to 0.0667 hectares
7 1 jin is equal to 0.5 kilograrns.
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8 For much of this information I have had to necessarily rely on
secondary sources, in particular Tsang (1980), Luo (1985),
and Feuchtwang (1983). Also see Ghose (1987), Ho (1986),
Khan (1987), Croll (1987), Gray (1983) and Yu (1984).
9 The law of value is generally defined as follows: The
magnitude of value is determined by the amount of socially
necessary labour time expended on a product, and commodities
must be exchanged at their values. Thus the price of a
commodity must correspond to its value (Xue 1981:136). The
law of value is the basic assumption of the classic Marxist.
10 According to Ghose, commandism (or so-called bureau-
cratism) refers to the practice of centralized decision-
making which allowed rural production units little autonomy.
Prices, production targets and procurement quotas were all
determined by the central government organs and were relayed
downwards to the successively lower echelons of
administration. And egalitarianism refers to the attempts
to promote distributional equality within the basic
accounting units in gross violation of the principle of to
each according to work ((hose 1987:77).
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11 Source: Daping District People's Government.
12 Source: Daping District Population Control Officer
13 Source: Daping District People's Government. The information
about Daping Hamlet mentioned below is provided by the Daping
District People's Government.
14 Agriculture is considered to include grain farming, forestry,
animal husbandry and also fishing in the PRO's economy.
15 According to G.P. Murdock, ambil-anak marriage refers to
the situation that the usual patrilineal rule is suspended
for a generation in the case of a family without sons, and
matrilineal descent through a matrilocally residing daughter
supervenes to continue the family line (Murdock 1949:45).
16 1 jin of paddy seed produced only 20 to 25 jin
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